
WTO deliberations were further clouded by the hostile reaction of thousands of citizens ini the
streets of Seattle in 1999. Interest group leaders and their supporters did flot view WTO structures
as being sufficiently open to public involvement or criticism. The debate about world trade regimes
is, as a consequence, coloured by issues of process as much as substance. This carnies a lot ofweight
ini democratic societies where citizens expect duly-elected officials to address questions of
transparency and accountability, or run the risk of political defeat.

Efforts to work within existing domestic political institutions are ofien lost in the intense rhetoric
surrounding international meetings. Canada, for example, was successful in engaging
Parliamentarians before the Seattle meeting as reflected in the extensive and thorough report of the
House of Commons Comnmittee on Foreign Affairs and International Trade. They were also
members of the official delegation. These initiatives, however, were lost in the media coverage of
the streets of that city.

I the North Arnerican context, the issues of transparency is further complicated by mechanisms
created under NAFlA that conduct deliberations in private and beyond public view. In a March Il,
2001 article in the New York Times, Anthony Depalma reported that while corporations are
ÔthrilledÔ that NAFTA provides themn with protection, critics are attacking the sweeping powers
of its private unknown advisors.

One opponent was quoted as describing the whole process as "secret governent" while a
second asserted that this was no "way to do the public's business." The article ends,,with
the observation that, since the clash between business interests and public policy will
most likely continue, "the demand for a more transparent process will cause tension with
the traditional concept of confidentiality."

The Quebec City process for dealing with the development of international agreements within the
Amenicas clearly demonstrates the ongoing tension between civil society and the executive branches
of the governments involved. Consequently, the move supported by Canada to open ur the process

nches of various go'


