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CANADA AND COLLECTIVE SECURITY

The following excerpts are from a recent address
by Mr. Paul Martin, Secretary of State for External
Affairs, to the Canadian Club, Toronto:

For the first time since the Canadian Government
decided to join in advocating the establishment of a
peacetime alliance of North Atlantic states almost
20 years ago, Canada’s participation in and contri-
bution to collective-security arrangements have come
under some questioning by some responsible and
serious-minded Canadians. This development has not
been unique to Canada; it has been manifested in
most NATO countries. This questioning is healthy.
We must and do regularly re-examine our foreign
policy and defence commitments to determine whether
they continue to serve Canada’s evolving national
objectives. We have recently reassessed with special
care the grounds for participating in collective-
security arrangements.

We seek for Canada an independent foreign
policy attuned to developing world conditions and
carefully calculated to promote our many and varied
national interests. To this end, we still hope for the
eventual fulfilment of our postwar hopes that we
might entrust our security to the United Nations. As
a step in this direction, we support the growth of the
United Nations peacekeeping role and are ourselves
prepared to contribute to it. But we also consider
that Canada must continue to participate in collective
defence arrangements which represent the pursuit of
peace and security through interdependence.

Western relations with the Soviet Union have
been gradually improving ever since the death of
Stalin. But the process has been uneven. Think back
only five years. Khrushchov was still making threat-
ening speeches. The Soviet Union has been trying for
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four years to cut West Berlin off from West Germany.
Soviet missiles had been secretly set up in Cuba
and provoked the most dramatic East-West confronta-
tion of the postwar era. Few questioned then — only
five years ago — the importance of collective-security
arrangements for the preservation of our common
security. Indeed, Westem governments responded at
that time by increasing their forces in Germany — and
this included Canada.

WELCOME DEVELOPMENTS

How much the atmosphere has changed in five years —
and I am pleased to say, for the better. We now look
forward with justified confidence to the possibility
of achieving an eventual European settlement by
agreement with the Russians. NATO has made and is
making an essential and constructive contribution to
this process by facilitating and furthering the relaxa-
tion of tension which is now generally recognized as
the necessary prelude to a settlement in Europe. A
nuclear test ban treaty has been signed, and we are
well advanced in negotiations with the Russians
over a non-proliferation treaty which will restrict the
“Nuclear Club’. It is reassuring that our satisfaction
at these developments is shared by our NATO allies.
We ate all agreed on the importance of working for
improved relations with the Communist countries.

But in some quarters, in all NATO countries, the
implications of these welcome developments have, I
believe, been incorrectly assessed. It is being argued
that the Western alliauce can afford to reduce its
defences because the Soviet Union has shown that it
will not attack the West. One variant of this argument
is the United States’ strategic forces.
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