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ARTICLE 3

PRIW2IPLES

In their actions ta achieve the objective of the Convention and 'to
iniplement its provisions, the Parties shall be guided, inter alia, by the
fol lowing:.

1. The Parties should pratect the climat, system for the benefit cf
present and future generations of humankind, on the basis cf equity and
in accordance with their colunon but differentiated responsibilities and
respective capabilities. Accordingly, the developed country Parties
should take the lead in combating climate.change and the adverse cf fecta
thereof.

2. Thle.sp.cific needs and special circumstances of developing country
Parties, especially those that are particularly vuinerable ta the adverse
effects cf climat.change, and cf those Parties, especially devreloping
country Parties, that would have ta bear a disproportionate or abnormal
burden under the convention, should be given full consideration.

3. Thle Parties should take precautionary measures ta anticipate,
prevent or mÎnimize the causes cf climate change and mitigate its adverse
cf fects. Where there are threats of serions or irreversible damaqe, lack
cf full scientific certainty should not be used as a reagan for
postponinq suci measures, taking into account that policiez and measures
ta deal vith'climat. change should be cost-effective no au ta ensure
global benefits at the lovest possible coat. To achieve this, such
policiez and measures should take into accaunt different socia-econauic
contexte, be cocmprehensive, caver ail relevant sources, sinks and
reservoirs cf greenhause gazes and adaptation, and comprise all economia
sectors. Efforts ta address climat. change may be carried out
cooperatively by interested Parties.

4. The Parties have a riglit ta, and shauld, promote austainable
devolapnent.. Policies and measures ta protect the cJ4imate system against
human-induced change should be appropriate for the specific conditions cf
each Party and should be integrated vith national development programmes,
taking inta account that ecanomic development is essential for adopting
omeasures ta address climate change.

5. The Parties should'coaperate ta promote a suppartive and open
international econamic.system that would lead ta sustainable economic
growth and developmeni: In all Partie#, particularly developing country
parties, thus enabling theni better to address the problenis of climate
change. Measures taken ta combat climate change, including unilateral
onze, should nOt constitute a mans cf agbitrary or unjustifiable
discrimination or a disguised restriction on international trade.


