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14.8 During any phase of a dispute settlement procedure including the
earliest phase, competent bodies and experts in matters under consideration
may be consulted and invited to attend the meetings of the Committee;
appropriate information and assistance may be requested from such bodies
and experts.

Technical issues

14.9 If no mutually satisfactory solution has been reached under the pro-
cedures of Article 14, paragraph 4 within three months of the request for
the Committee investigation, upon the request of any Party to the dispute
who considers the issues to relate to questions of a technical nature the
Committee shall establish a technical expert group and direct it to:

examine the matter;

consult with the Parties to the dispute and give full opportunity for
them to develop a mutually satisfactory solution;

make a statement concerning the facts of the matter; and

make such findings as will assist the Committee in making recommen-
dations or giving rulings on the mater, including inter alia, and if appro-
priate, findings concerning the detailed scientific judgments involved,
whether the measure was necessary for the protection of human, animal
or plant life or health, and whether a legitimate scientific judgment is
involved.

14.10 Technical expert groups shall be governed by the procedures of
Annex 2.

14.11 The time required by the technical expert group considering ques-
tions of a technical nature will vary with the particular case. The tech-
nical expert group should aim to deliver its findings to the Committee
within six months from the date the technical issue was referred to it, unless
extended by mutual agreement between the Parties to the dispute.

14.12  Reports should set out the rationale behind any findings that they
make,




