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13. The Committee shall keep under surveillance any matter on which it
has made recommendations or given rulings.

Balance of rights and obligations

14. If the Committee’s recommendations are not accepted by a party, or
parties, to the dispute, and if the Committee considers that the circum-
stances are serious enough to justify such action, it may authorize a Party
or Parties to suspend in whole or in part, and for such time as may be
necessary, the application of this Agreement to any other Party or Parties,
as is determined to be appropriate in the circumstances.

Article VIIT

Exceptions to the Agreement

1. Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed to prevent any Party
from taking any action or not disclosing any information which it considers
necessary for the protection of its essential security interests relating to
the procurement of arms, ammunition or war materials, or to procurement
indispensable for national security or for national defence purposes.

2. Subject to the requirement that such measures are not applied in a
manner which would constitute a means of arbitrary or unjustifiable dis-
crimination between countries where the same conditions prevail or a
disguised restriction on international trade, nothing in this Agreement shall
be construed to prevent any Party from imposing or enforcing measures
necessary to protect public morals, order or safety, human, animal or plant
life or health, intellectual property, or relating to the products of handi-
capped persons, of philanthropic institutions or of prison labour.

Article 1X

Final Provisions
1. Acceptance and accession

(a) This Agreement shall be open for acceptance by signature or other-
wise, by governments contracting parties to the GATT and by the
European Economic Community whose agreed lists of entities are
contained in Annex I.

(b) Any government contracting party to the GATT not a Party to
this Agreement may accede 1o it on terms to be agreed between that



