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DECLARATION ON EAST-WEST RELATIONS  

1. We, the leaders of our seven countries and the 

representatives of the European Community, reaffirm the 

universal and supreme importance which we attach to freedom, 

democracy and the promotion of human rights. 

2. We see signs of this same desire for greater freedom 

and democracy  •in the East. The people there, including the 

young people, are reasserting these values and calling for a 

pluralist democratic society. Some of their leaders are aware 

of the positive contribution that greater freedom and democracy 

can make to the modernisation of their countries and are 

starting to make changes to their laws, practices  and 

 institutions. Others are still endeavouring to resist this 

movement by taking repressive measures which we strongly 

condemn. 

3. We hope that freedom will be broadened and democracy 

strengthened and that they will form the basis, after decades 

of military confrontation, ideological antagonism and mistrust, 


