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a valuable dimension and should.be‘fostéred as much és,,

éossible. The potentiai fét'.supplying input will vary

considerably-dependiﬁg' on the nature and location of

the post, but ﬁhe type of material which might be

generated from this source would frequently be

unob;ainablé by ‘any other. cngentional means. Posts

” . already send ,maﬁerial from their areas to Otta&a ih

the course of their normal reporting, buﬁ_fhis process

~ could be made more systgmatic iﬁ order to link up'with
the creatién of this data base. <5>

A ';ignifiéant data base of material on ‘Canadian

foreignvpolicy and external relations is not ~going to be

built by the ‘chance accumulation  of data. Conéiderable

pianning and oréanization will’»be.required> in order ﬁo

ensufe the cteatibn of a data base -that is sufficientiy

complete _(wiﬁhiﬁ the parameters established, for ﬁhe

system), accuréte and timely to be crediblef'in.the minds

- of poten;ial' users. If it - is not -credible as an

information source it cer;ainly'wiil not be fully used by

its potential clientele.



