
"Development is difficult but it is clearly 
inevitable. In the developed world, we should not 
assume that this resource transfer is a one-way 
street, that north-south relations are played 
according to the rules of a zero-sum game in which 
each point gained by one participant is a point lost 
to the other. In fact, evidence now reveals clearly 
that development is a mutually beneficial operation 
in which all win, or in default of which all lose. The 
trade figures of the most vigorous national 
economies are an indication of the important role 
played by developing-country markets. According 
to the World Bank, 46 per cent of all Japanese 
merchandise exports are sold in the developing 
countries; 39 per cent of US merchandise exports go 
to the same markets, as do 23 per cent of German 
merchandise exports. The less-developed 
countries' imports of merchandise from the 
industrialized countries in the 1970s grew more 
than 50 per cent faster than merchandise trade

among the industrialized countries.
"In 1976 the industrialized countries enjoyed a 

$70 billion favourable balance of trade with the less 
developed countries. There cannot be any doubt 
that if developing countries are to continue buying 
our products, and especially to buy more of them, 
they must find the means of paying for them. They 
will not do so until they become more productive 
themselves, until their people become healthy, 
well-fed, educated individuals — engines of 
production, and engines of demand.

"Economic advantage is not the only benefit. 
There are a host of others — the promotion of 
political stability and peace; increasing the 
likelihood of sound environmental practices; 
decreasing the likelihood of great outbreaks of 
contagious disease; assuring equitable access to 
needed but unevenly distributed resources, adding 
to cultural activity, and contributing to basic 
humanitarian principles of fairness and justice."

15 May 1979
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Films

When the Harvest Is Over. Postharvest technology 
systems in Kenya; designed to instruct farmers in 
basic techniques in grain preservation and pest 
control. 30 min. (Also available in Swahili.)

Project Impact: The Overview. Background of the 
mass primary education experiment in Southeast 
Asia. 38 min. Project Impact: The System. More 
details about the experiment. 37 min.
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