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FORCED RECRUITMENT

93. On 26th January, 1955, the Commission receivedfrorn the Royal Laotian Government two letterscontainjne nominal rolîs of men alleged to have beenforcibly recruited by- the Fighting Units of 'PathetLao' after ýhe Cease-Fire. The letters also c0ntainedallegations of sucli recruitment of Laotians by thearmy of the Damocrat.o Repubio0f Vietnam from. thedisputed area of ban Ken Dou on the Laos-Vietnambord~er.

94. On 3Oth March, 1955,' the Commissioninstructed its Teams at Luang Prabang, Savannakhetand Pakse to interrogate a number of Fightlng Uflitsof 'Pathet Lao' deserters who, aooording tothe Royal Government, had been recuited by force.No witnesses were produced at Luang Prabangand Savannakhiet, but the Royal Government informedthe Commission that two witnesses were availablefor interrogation at Vientiane. However, nointerrogation was possible at Vientiane for wantof a competent 'Pathet Lao' interpreter. On29th June, the Fixed Team at Pakse reported thatsonae alleged forced recruits were ready atSaravane for interrogation.

95. The allegation regarding forcedrecruitment in the area of Ban KCen Dou can beconsidered by the Commission only after a settle-ment lias been reached by the two GovemnmentsOoncerned about the disputed border.


