two farms — a large cow barn, and
quarantine and spray area at Katete Farm,
storage sheds, ships, a small office building
at each farm and bungalow-style resi-
dences for the farm managers and some
of the Malawian personnel.

First phase
Half the dairy herd, mostly purchased in
New Brunswick, is now at Katete Farm
and the first phase of the dairy operation
has started.

A tour of Katete Farm on the outskirts
of Lilongwe, Malawi’s new capital city,
on ‘‘spraying day’’ demonstrates one of
the most outstanding constructions on the
farm. It is an arrangement of simple gates
that can easily be moved to change the
configuration of pens that gradually chan-
nel the dairy cattle from their quarantine
barn into the spraying area. The barn
itself is surrounded by a shallow cement
moat filled with disinfectant to prevent
ticks from entering the barn area.

On spraying day the 250 cattle are
herded in groups of about 75 to the
spraying area and directed through it by
manoeuvring the gates. A team of Mala-
wian veterinary assistants together with
farm manager Frank McCullough and
veterinarian Brian Bedard direct the
somewhat reluctant cattle through the
spraying area in order to rid them of
disease-bearing ticks that plague animals
in this part of the world.

Mr. Henry said that this set-up for
spraying in a quarantined area is unique
in Malawi and that he worked with his
Malawian counterparts to adapt an exist-
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New Brunswick farmer Frank McCullough at work on a CIDA-funded dairy farm.

Ted Henry

ing model to suit the special needs of the
Canadian herd.

Crops planted
In addition to the dairy operation, the
fields are planted with a variety of feed
crops including grass, peas, soyabeans and
exotic varieties such as maize (an African
variety of corn), silver leaf, a legume
called Cook’s style and a large stand of
fast-growing Malino trees to be harvested
for fuel wood.

Small areas of the farms are planted
with cash crops such as bananas, peanuts
— known in Malawi as ground nuts — and
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