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teacher who has a recreation hour on Friday after-
noon would make it a point to read or tell some of
them to her scholars, I believe the effect on their
English literature course a few years later would
be highly satisfactory. What could the high school
teacher who has no time for this do? He can
procure three or four good volumes of mythology
for the school library, and insist that his pupils
read them as a part of their English course. If he
insist that pupils in Grades VI, VII and VIII also
shall read them, so much the better,—the effect on
them will probably be better than on the scholars
of the higher grades, the latter having passed the

age of credulity and having comeé to feel them- .

selves somewhat superior to legends. Even they,
after reading Bulfinch’s “Age of Fable,” or the
“Beauties of Mythology,” will not be apt to tell
you that “Apollo was a sort of god who was sup-
posed by the Romans to drive the chariot of the
sun,” accompanying the information with a smile
of lofty contempt.

To summarize: If our high school pupils are
weak on words, let us insist that they add to their
list of books a small pocket dictionary and use it
for every lesson; let us take the necessary time
to set their tangled ideas strdight on the subject
of punctuation and figures of speech; let us
endeavor to put in their way some attractive and
fuller information on mythology, and see if that
dull, unresponsive, spiritless class of ours will not
wake up under this treatment to take-a more lively
interest in Gray’s “Progress of Poesy.”

But all that we have said chiefly concerns the
teaching of words and not of the thought, which
is the very soul of prose or poem. In literature
we are dealing with two great factors, words and
the thoughts behind them, but if we have done our
duty in teaching words as thoroughly as they ought
to be taught, the natural intelligence of the pupil can
safely be trusted, with very slight guidance, to
‘understand the thoughts which they convey. Teach
the technique of literature, and when you have a
class which really understands words and. their
uses you will have no necessary but painfully madf-
quate explanations to make, and can leave to their
young imaginations the beauty and the largeness
of the informing thought.

It seems to me if there is one fault which ought
to be avoided in all lessons, but most especially in
a literature lesson, it is dryness. There is a great

temptation to teachers sometimes to ‘introduce bits
of knowledge, seemingly very important, but so
dry and uninteresting that they can transform a
pseceofproscorpoem which ought to be a re-
freshing oasis in the school day, into a positive
desert. For instance, onedoesnotneedtobewry
observant of children to know that there is scarce-
ly anything which has more power to interest
them than biography. The doings of real men and
women have a strong fascination for them. Bﬂ
it has to be administered in the proper form. When
the author was born, whenhedned,wheubem
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simple talk from a teacher who is




