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REPORT 0F THE SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL CONVEN
TION 0F THE UNION 0F B. C. MUNICIPALITIES.

(Continued).
strengthen the Union which, year by year, is prov 1ing it!increasing value to the municipalities of British Columbia.'

Moved'and seconded that the President's Report be received and referred to the Resolutions Committee. Carried.
Solicitor's Report.

The Report of the Solicitor was called for, which wai
read by MRt. McDIARMID, as follows:

III have the bonor to present herewith my Eighth AnnualReport as Solicitor for the Union of British Columbia Muni.
cipalities.

"lIt will be remembered that at the last meeting of theUnion I refused re-election as solicitori and 'it was moved
and seconded that the matter of the appointment of a soui-tor be ieft in the hands of the Executîve with instructions tosecure the services of Mr. McDiarmid, if possible.' Thereason for my refusai was that I had been retaîned by the
Honorable the Attorney-Generai to draft the new Municipal
Act. This ides of the Local Government Board did not meet
with the approvai of the Convention. The Attorney-Generaî
had not intima ted as to whether or not hie intended to adoptthe view of the Union or intended to put the Act before the
Houseý as it stood. 1 felt that as long as the Union was inaccord with the idea of the Government there would bie nodifficulty in rny working for both parties, but as soon asthey differed in their views it was my duty to choose between
my two retainers, and 'abandon one, as it would not bie ps-sible to serve two persons with different interests; hence einchoosing I chose the retainer which more cioselY foilowed
my own ideas, narnely, that the Local Government Board, ifcomposed of men familiar with municipal problems, wouid be
of immense assistance to the Municipalities.

"'Very shortiv, after the Convention the Honorable theAttorney-Generai intirnated to me that ho did not propose to
put through the Act during the past Session, and, conse-quentiy, I was free to accept the retainor of the Union andto press for: such aimendments as the Convention had approved
of, and to attend to the other matters which fall within the
scopo of my duties. Having intimatod this to the President,
at tho first meeting of the Executive 1 was re-engaged assolicitor for the Union, in accordanco with the resolution of
the Convention.

"The first matter ta which I had to attend, was the carry-ing on of tho five year oid fight against the Province Gov-
erniment for incroased sources of revenue on behaîf of the
Municipalities, and for that purposo I attended two sessions
of the Departrnontal Commission consisting of the Honorable
the Premier, the Honorable the Minister of Finance, the
Inspector of Xuicipalities, and the Inspector of Revenue
of the Finance Department, heid at Victoria, and, wîth the
President and Members of the Executive, the twossin
heid in Vancouver.

"This question of increased source of revenue has beoncon8tantly before the Governrnent of the Province for thep ast five years in sorne form or othor. At the sîttinga at
Vancouver my argument pursued the foliowing lines:

(a) The Municipalities cannot oxist on present taxation-
quoting at leneth Mr. Baird's speech at Penticton;

(b) That Municipalities were coliectlng ail that cauld be
()coilected frorn the land;
()That the improvements were in reality taxed through

the over-valuation of the land assesernents, whiie the
vacant property was being confiscated for the sarne
reason;

(d) That tenant taxes for the occupancy of reai estate
was sim.ply another formi of taxation on the land-
lord, and hie had ail that hie could stand naw;

(e> That any forrn of relief rnust corne out of personality;
(f) That al: personaity was naw taxed by the Province,therefore sny relief ta Municipalities must corne fromn

wbat le now Government taxation;
(g) That the fairest forni of personaity tax was on incarne;
(h) That inconie tax shouil be coilected by the Govei.n.

ment:
(i) That the MunicipaIity should thon receive frorn the

Governrnent sufficient extra ta carry on, whether by
assistance for upeclal schemes or generaily;

(j) That if this was not found possible, separate the in-
carne tax and the personalty tax ta the Municpaities,
and keep incarne tax;

<k) That the Governent raised tan millions and spent
fourteen; that the MunicipaiIties ralsed ton millionsand spent fourteen; that te Munielpalities were ne-
glectlng lots of things that they ought to do; and

really ought to spend about twenty; that the Govern-nient itself should spend about twenty, and that therowould have to be a complote doubiing or more than* doubling of the income tax in any event, and then wewould not feel it as ' badly as thoy have it in England;* (1) That with our large resources, there was no sensein being in debt.
This Commission nover roportod te~ the blouse, nor do Ithink it was over intonded to do so boing only a DepartmentalCommission for thc, information of tho Ministers and not aRoyal Commission appointed by the Logisiature. We haveno means of knowing bow our argument impressed the Gov-e rnaient, o xcept for the fact that no legisiation even approxi-mately approaching our, or any of our, contentions wasadopted. The only moasure of relief which was given us is inChaptors 90 and 91 of this year's Statutes, the first ofwhich gives authority to pass a by-law imposing an extratax of ton per cent, on the admission price ta places of amuse-ment, and the other of ivhich authorizes the Councils to im-pose a poli tax not exceeding five dollars upon ail maie per-sons who do not psy five dollars upon roal property, sndboth of 'these taxes are oar-markod as boing applicableonly to schools and' hospitais. The possible effect of thosoStatutes is entireix takon away by Chapter 33 of this year'samendmonts, which raises the rate that may be colloctedby hospitais ifroi the Municipalities for indigent patientsfrom one dollar ta two dollars and fifty cents por day.The exporience of the presont year has only strengthenedthe opinion that 1 had airoady formed, namely, that whileincreased, sources of revenue are flot necessary and probablynot desired in the cases of strictly rural and prodricing Muni-cipalities, in ýail Cities, and suburban Municipalities whichdepend upon the Cities' activities for their support, thereis a need that somo formn of taxation, f or Municipal andschool purposes, snd the administration of justice, shouldbie devised which will come to the aid of the taxation on theland, so that the land will not be unduly burdened and failinto the hands of the Municipalities for non-paymont oftaxes.,

The noît matter whîch arose was at the roquest of theTownship of Spalluaicheen. It appeared that the office ofthe District Registrar in Kamloops was overburdoned withwork and was not ablo to attend to the roquirements of theMunicipalities in the Okanagan valley with regard to therovision of their assessment.roils, and the Municipality men-tioned called on me, as solicitor for the Union, ta see what.could be dons under the cireumnstances. With the vory kindassistance of the Mayor of Kamloops, who porsonally huntedup boarding-houses, I was able ta have five experienced mentransferred fromn Vancouver Registrary Office to the Kam-loops Regîstry Office for the rnonth of December and Iunderstand the rails were revisod and chocked and broughtup ta, date in tine.
MY expense account for telegrams and telephone mes-sages was paid bv the Township of Spallumcheen, and viasnot a burdon ta the Union.
1 receivod frorn Spallumnchoen, under date of December4th, 1919, the following message:
"At the meeting of aur Counicil held yesterday, your ener-getic action was reported,, and the foilowing resalution un-animously passed:

'That the Reeve be requested ta write Mr. F. A.McDiarniid, Union of B. C. Municipalities ' solicitor, andexpress approciation, and thanks ,for the intereat taen ta,relieve Spailuaichoon Municipal of a great deal of incon-vonience, and trul, in connectian with the preparatianof 1920 asses=rnonral, as required by the amendmnentta the Municipal Act."'
In this connoction, apropos of the City of Victoria's re-fusai ta romain a membor of the Union, might 1 ho permittedta add that at the time that I was acting. as above outiined

I aandacheniin Counsel against the Municipaîity ofSpalumchen, n rnatter in which 1 arn acting for oneHfales in an atternpt ta set asîde a tai hy-law of the Muni-cipality. These two retainers have nothlng ta do with eachother; the one against the Munlcipality is pureiy a localrnatter, a question as ta whether or not the by-law has beenproperly passed. The other question was entirely separateand distinct, and rornained an entirely different mnatter, andone in 'which 1 was free ta serve the township, whîch .1prarnptly diid, nor can 1 sea that any charge of incansistentconduct can b0 properiy brought against me.When the Bill incorporating the enigneering professionwas advertlsed, 1 applie ta the promoters for a draft of theBill, and found that they Provided for certain penalties underthe Surnnary Convictions Act, provided that these penaltiesshould b. payable ta the. Assocéiation) 1 wrote the prornatersand toId them that the Union of British Columia Munici-

December, 1920.


