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If tlie fuîll facts of tue case xvere available, thev
ivoti(i dloubtiess show a verv s urprisiing state of affairs
Nvitb regar d ts tue nsietbod of selection of tbe varions
courses of studies iiv the iiicoiig studlents. Amonig
tue nndi(ergraiîa(lltes it is weil-known tîsat verv mnaiy
have practicaily drifted llit> tue course wliere tie ' v
ilappen to be, anfi tbîs is not a nuere bapliazard state-
ment, but tbe resuit of eiîquiri inito tbe question.
The cause of tuis wouild seeni t0 ise sinipîx ail igiior-
aluce of tlie situationî on the paru of tise nuatriciait.
1le or sbe takes tbe long stel) froin tue i ligli 'Sciiool to
tue University, soietiisses witlî (efiluite plans fornied
conceruiing tbe future, Isut peris;ps oftCuier actuated
nierely \vitb thse (lesire for oiitaiiiisg a B.A. (icgree, aîîd
iai)oring under tise faise implressioni tîsat luis is a
species of ''skeietoniky' whiich xvill openî tbc door
of success to, arn of tise nîaiiv departinests of hîumain
activity. Thiis is truc, l)(risais, to a c('rtaiii degree,
but undoubtediy soiiie Courses are buetter fittefi for cer-
tain professions' or pursuits tban otisers. For exaniple,
Politicai Science siîould fornm the basis for Law, ini
the saisie way as Naturai Sciensce is tbe best prelimiîs-
ary stuidy for 'Medicine, andi the genieral course for busi-
-îiess. But uiniess an incomnig student lisas lîad an ad-
visor, wbo is tiîorougbly cogîsizant of tue situationi,
lie isore often than not sinmpiy drifts into a course of
study, wisiciî, altlîough perbaps as educative as any
otiier course, wiil îiot fit bins for bis iife's work iiearlY
su weil as auuother course.

Tise circunîstances of tise selection of a course of
sttl(y are very often these: A student enters a iîew
life-for the University fornîs a life withiiî the life of
the community-witb but few acquaintances, and
fiusds iîinself aimost lost iii bis liew surroniidings. Un-
faissiliar faces are on ail sides, and it is nîo wonder that
at first lie feels somcwlîat bewildercd. Ini tiîis condi-
tion he nseets a frieîîd of bis wlîo for sorne reason lias
fcrnîed definite ideas about tise mnatter, and, periîaps,
naturaliy decides te enter tise sanie course with hini.
Thîns, through ignorance, or tise want of preper ad-
vice, hie chooses a course which is not the best for
Iiis purpose.

We do net presume ho propose the exact nîeaîîs
hîy which this evil shouid be remedied, but in order
to be definite wiil outline one possible method. An

Advisory Commnittce might lie formed of the President
and the' professors of cadi hionor dcpartrncnt, and it
couid be statedl in the Calendar that each incoming
student nzust appear before this Coniittec, give anl
accouint of any special preiiiuary work lie bas donc,
anid state bis plans. fl e conil( then bc advised as to
flic proper course which lie sbould pui-rsuLe, antd wctuld
iiot enter bis four years' xvork blindiy, as lie iiow too
often cloes. It may be urge(i that very rnany students
(Io flot kniow thecir planis 50 earlv in their UJniversity
course, but ahîart froin tis heing ais argument against
the uitility of sticb an WX.visory Commiiittec, it is cxactly
the opposite; for the appearanicc of a studenit l)cfore
si ch a body, and bis being seriouisly aslçec wbat bis
intenstions are, ot uin iinany cases force liiini to stop
an(i tb;nik, andf perbaps niot postpone bis decision as
i o wh'at lie iintenids tii do n uitil a înonitl or so before
graduation, as is so ofteîs tbe case. lu our hunmble
opiniion tiiese two miaters arecftic two of flic most
serionis evils of tbe presenit state of affairs, naîneiv:
That ailess drifting of studeuts into special courses of
study, and secois(ii, thiat postpouing of their <lecîsioxi
as to wlbat tbey iliteud to do on graduation, tîntîl
ut us sinsiply forced upon tbens, wheli tbcy find tbeniselves
confroned witbi tbe necessitv of soon secuiriig soine

brea winingoccupation,.
It is carnestiy boped that the Ui.niversity autiiori-

tics xvili niake soine lisove iii tis importanit miatter
lca(iiiig towards a reinovai of tliese evils.

'iiVPRESS AND THE JX\ERir
STUD EN TS.

For a iiiiier i>f \,car,: it bias becis tbe cuistoisi
w ih certaini of the eveiiîîg uiapers, especiaiiy, to imag-
inify an(i (istort occurrenices at Varsity beyorld ail re-
Cognitioni. Roîîîaîîcîng is, nîo doubt, very pleasant,
andl as easy as it is p1easaül. but wc sec no reason wliy
the uincergraduates should biave infiicted uipon them re-
ports w hicb cast very uîidesirable reflections ulpon their
actions. Anyi Coliscienrtioins paper sbould surely refuse
uo abuse its influence as a power for good by pub-
lishing pervertcd accutints of Unîiversity undergraduate
actionîs, which reflect on the Unîiversity itself. What
tise Unîiversity tîndergraduates want is a littie more
synpatiiy froîîu tise press, botb ini encrali matters and
aiso iii Atbletics.

XVe refer defiîîitely to the accoulit of tbe receîît
.scrap," piîblislied iii a certainî paper whicli camîe ont
witiî a glariîîg head-line "Civil \Var at Varsityv," etc.,
etc., and appeîîded, tiiereto, a îîîost ingeniouisiv dis-
torted "story" of the, affair. lu consideration of tbis
and similar actions of otber papers at other timies, the
foliowiîîg resolution was unaninionsly passed by th@
studeiîts, ait a miass nmeetinîg hlîed after the Literary
Society, Friday night: "Rcsolved, That we, under-
graduiates of the University of Toronto, seriously de-
pi ecate the attitude of the press towards ils, which at-
titude aliows of the publication of sncb accounts of
our actions as tend to leave entirely false impressions
of thein; and that THSE VARsÏTY give expression to
this."

it is to be sincerely hoped that the papers wili
consider thie evidieit desires of the students in this re-
gard, and be more considerate in the future for the
sake of the University, if flot for the students thern-
selves.
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