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humait nature in its seifishness is iiiumnitable, tlîey
discredit thec redeînptiou of Jesus Christ.

The faet that the object of both employer aiid
enpIoy ce is gain naturaily brigs tlentîjute confliét.
Nearlv, if not quiite., ail flie questions xvhich arise
iîetwe'eui Labour ami Capital spring frontî selfish
coniîpetitioii. The ctffcts of tlîis are iuost kvely
felt hy tlic wage carnit-s. If cousnuners hacifthe
spirit cf service, tlîey wvou1d bc far mocre auxions te
render a full equivaleut for what they bny titan
di-ive a close bargaiu. If îiianufaéturers had thec
spiirit cf ser-vice, tliey %vould net thin k of grindiiig
tile faces cf tlîeir operativcs that they unight better
serve the general public. If ail obeyed the law cf
service, if \oul(l se divide the wcrld's toil that ail]
weiild have finie not only fer rest and recreationi,
but aise for study aud thle euirichilneut cf lite. If
idie classes were iuspired by tlie desire te serve, it
wonid shorten heurs cf teil and jicrease its re-
warils. If workinen had tlîis spirit there wîunld bc
tic) more dishoutest xvork. Society eau nev'er lie per-
feéted tuutil this becoines the universall. accepted
iaw cf life. This is cvideut tflimonent wvc sec that
the l)erfect society iunst be a i)erfeét erganisin. So-
ciety is uict ail aggiegatc cf huit beiuîgs, aud can-
net niake pr(igress witliciit miore perfec5i ergauization.

We inust have faitlî in the power cf righiteousness
te cast eut cvii. We need a revival cf the Puritan
faith in the praéticability cf righiteousness, douht cf
which is the great skepticisuu aud weakness cf the
Clu rclî to-day. Ominipotence is irîspired, net by the
leve cf gain, but by the spirit of service.

INFLUENCE 0F THE EXILE IN BABYLON ON
IJEWISH THOUGHT.

BIiVN. A SHiORT 51 XTEMENT iOF PROF. FEROt 50N'S
SU\NAY AFTreuiOON ADi)RESS.

The prophets jereiniah and lizekicl were con-
tenîperaries and iii tone cf tlîought and style of Ian-
guage offert closely resenîible eue aruether. Ezekiel
bas iu consequence been accîîsed cf plagiarisun, but
on dloser examnatioîî there is a unarked difference
between the two teachers. In Jererniah there is an
elegiac tenderness whjch is the reflex cf bis gentie,
caîni and intrespective spirit, while Ezekiel cornes
forward with abruptness, iron flrinness and cousis-
tency. He had been carried off te Babylen sortie
years before the destruction of jerusalcîn, and se
did net witness the soccess that called forth the
long plaintive wail cf Jeremiah's lamntation~s. But
in his new home he was brought te realize with
equal force the destruétion cf the Hebrew national
life. The Jews seeuned te have been allowed te
settie where tbey wnuîld, te preserve theur religion
and te engage in renunerative pursuits. That the
pure Jewish religion should be tainted in somein

dividiials bv thic idolatries cf their ncighbors, that
tlîeir langîîage shoîîld luecomne îîixed with the chiid-
ren is only what inighit have bt-en e\1 uected. 11)
ceuteuuplating these dispeîsed coin iiniities ct Jew.
ish captiv es, iii xhoin tue nationual life was dead,
and even it wveild seeiii the religionis life aise, tlic
tlinughit xvoiid uiatially arise IlCan these boucs
lix e ?" I it pocssible tu imaginie a resnrrectiou cf
tiiese dead ineinhers to a iie% niationual, te a rîew re-
ligions lîfe PThe lnixury and magnificence et Baby-
i on, tlie facilities which site offered for commnercial
plirstuits, lier social entertainnîîeuts, the love of beri

people for muîsuc antI festivity, appealed unost
strougly tc the imagination cf thec people like the
J ews. The captives werc, net nunercîîs. They
ceuisisteil chietly of princes, nobles, priests, with a
sînaîl addition of artisans iii woed arîd iren. Bnt
it was the kernel, the flexver et the nmation, and it
was jnst tîmese whern w-e îîîiglit expeét to heinîost in-
fluenced b-y fihe attracétions of tlîeir uiew boule.

M/hile there wvas very lunchl tiiere te iudîîce the
J ews te acqniesce in the state cf thiuugs in xvhichi
they were place(], w-e fiud that there was aut earfuest
loruging for- a restoratien. As finie passe(] it is pro-
bable that fiue Jewisu religion becaine a sîuhject cf
derusiou and instuit for tlic Clualdeaus. Blit the(
J cws w-ho have always prided tîmenuselves on their
religions advautages wouuld incet tlueir sneers
with a derision etqnally bitter. Mîtual. conteuupt is
the strongest preventive cf any union betwecn 1)00-
pies. A pecuîliar wail cf uirugled sadness and hope
is noticeable in ail the Jewisb literature of this
peried. There is a deep pathos in this sîuffering cf
the Israelites, and if their songs soînetirnes express
scornful derision, the inajority are sengs cf self-
rentînciation and cf serrowful peuiteulce.

But this isolation had the effeet cf inakiug thern
turn with a speciai intcrest te their past histoqy.

Now hegan the collection cf the old Jewish records,
and te Baruch the scribe and the pupils cf jeremiah

is attributed the beginning cf the formation cf the

J ewish canon. Before the captivity there had been

arnong the Jews a dispostionu te separate tront the

worship cf God and to substitrite therefor the new

forins cf that wvorsluip. Wheu religion becomes
ritualistic it is apt te lose its spirituial character.
The religion cf the captives had lest its local char-

acéter, ritualism had alunost wholly cased, and re-
ligion cf necessity became more spiritual. It was
ncw really a cry te God eut cf the fulness cf the
human heart. A deeper spirituality may be nuarked

in ail the later Jewish writings, indeed the very idea
cf the character cf the Messiah undeu-went a change.
He is ne longer the Son cf David ccming in Ris
martial might, but rather Il a mnari cf sorrows and

acquainted with griet." In the writings Of this


