
O'EEN'S UNIVERSITY JOURNAL.

standi to the Aima M ater Society ?-' lie ansle r to
this question seenied for soiiie tinic to be enslirndi-
cd in nystery. It sa happenied tliat the anxions
elujuirer first crossed the path of saine of the ladies
of '96 anti '97. After consideraule cross-quîestioning
lie elicited freîii theuin the seiiewliat liimited inforlu-
ationî t] at their votes had been soljcjtcîl anti thai
thev wvere to liave the privilege of voting eipon pay-
ment of tue inodest sin of twenty-five cents. The
probleîii as to howx tihe elction or- noîl-ection of
certain nuen womild aflèét tiin, apart froin petrsomfl
intcrest, seeloed te be a realîî unexplored. Sane
of the' eider andi wiser heads wvere îîext coîisulted,
w'ho thretv fnrther lighit on the smîhjeuët. Tlîe pay-
ment cf tlie fee, accerding to thcir statemerit, mnade
the ladies iienhers of the Society, thiis gix ing theme
tlîe right to vote :however all connect ion seciiîed to
stop) tîxere as tlîe ladies wt're nt siippesed te attendl
tlîe mleetings, except on state occasions, wlien they
were formnally imivited. A hvstander volonteereti the
information tlîat on at least one occasion tlîe AlIna
Mater liatl granteti a sin cf iiiomicy for perindicals
for the latdies' recadiîîg reon. Iii short, se far as
cotilt lie gatlîered, tlîe pres'et relation secins te be
a sort tof tîcadcsl.ixi

'llie quiestioni xas next jîropotindeti, IlIf tht'
ladies are reallv meinbtrs why do they net atteimd
tht' meetings tif the Society on tlîe saine footing as
ctlîer miielirs -r,' 'F'lic obijecin was ri sed thiat
the iieetiîags of the Society as a wlîîle wert' net cf
such a niatture as tlîe ladies weîild came te attend.
This objection was iiet hy the query as te wliich it
xvolild net lie better fer thie Alina Mater if the mneet-
ings a'ere cf siiel a niatuîre as, wvtiilt lit interesting
and edifving te the ladies and] wvlether il îiiiglit net
lie iii the pîower cf the lady stiideiits tti assist tlîe
ineetings inii any w'ays as well as te receive benefit
fraie tlin. The suîggestiton wvas thonî miade, tlîe re-
suit cf.iiîîptelse prtilably rather fliax cf thoimght aiîd
discrt'tion, tlîat tlîe lady stifdeîîts attend as a righît.
Here m'as ami opprtmiity for the Veliiig weiien cf
Otîeen's te show oif \vhat spuirit they were liessessetl,
whether tlîey were cf tic rabid w(iiiaii's rights type,
entresteul with a fiercelv aggressivt' artior, lient toi

elbewing their way te tbe front and oii obtainin.,
thecir riglîts lîy force, thus rousing- if net a spirit cf
resentinent and opposition at least eole oif ridicule
or wbether they were of that class wviit, whilst they
kriow aîîd appreciate wlîat is tlîeir dtîe aîîd are oii
the alert te nlote aîîd stop into every opeîîing te a
îiew spliere cf îîsefulness, hielieve in the princilîle cf
stcady cieveiopinent rather tlîaî cf revtilution, aîîd
hav e the patienice ttî wait, knowing that if their
cause is te win he tide inmst be takemi at the flood.'
Jumdging froîii thie course se far, tute en(ftircr believes
that they be1 eiig te the latter class. That peint ho
bas satisfactorily settled ; liut lie is still pondering
ie bis ininti whctiýier, University, ce-edmicatiemi shcnid

lie liînited te the lecture hall or whether it shouid
be extemiteti te sîîch tîrganization as the ahove-
nieitioiiet seciety ani whether the tune is net now
ripe for suicl extensionî.

If it is a faét that a mîari is kîiowiî by the coeipaiîy
lie keeps, it iitst also be truie tluat lie wxili be jiidged
liv the class of readieig which lie prefers. Indeed,
it is a recogîîjzed criterion aîîd an established faët.
that a mn's friends xvho are living je active work,
aîîd a mnans fî-ieîuds wlîo tlîough they rnay be dead
yet arc living iii the bocks whicli tlieY have written,
are the trîîest and rnost complote measirre cf bis
charaéter and nsettîiiess. Now cne style of reading
whiclî is constantly influnicing charadier, a style
which lias becorne ali-potent je modern timies, is
that which is gfven te the public in the daiiv press.
And here toc, as well as in the instances cited, a
mnan is kîîown by the ciass cf papîer and the kind cf
îîews xvhichi he habittnaily lîrefers te read. Stili it
would lie a great iiistake te inake as close a judg-
ment with regard te the charaéter cf a moan froni
the daily newspaper whicli he reads as we wculd
frn bis favorite frieuds anti autiiors. And stili te
a very inarkcd extent ( lie principle cf coîlîparison is
qîîite the saine.

The newspaper inist enter te ail aîîd every class
and the nexvspajîer wvlich purged its colmîmiis cf
every itemn ttîat mniglît injutre the feelings cf tue ever
fastiditins critie, woulti very iikeiy have but a
shadowy subseription list. Nevertheless, it is
Often a inatter cf considerable wonder te the oh-
servimîg reader cf the day, why it is that the daiiy
papers s;cein te select the worst side cf seciety as
the basis of snpply for sucu a lairge proportion cf
tlîeir news. We do net refer spcciaily te our local
papers, for te a certain extent the criticismn wiil ail-
ply alinst nniversally, lut the astonishing case and
frequency with whicli xîîurders, elopements, suicides,
scandais and divorce suits are served tip for the de-
lectatiori cf a more or less cager publie is a thing
tbat is wcnderfnl te behold.

If we take any ordinary city paper and euhl eut
the itemns wbich rank under the classes above cited
we will lie mole thaîî sîîrîrised at the large space
whicL they ccmpy. If we take the columns tiîat
are furiîished for broadcast publication by the
United Press Association, the same tbing is feund te
be iamentably truc. Wc xvould be slow to infer that
the ameunt cf this class cf niatter whiclî the daily
press pro vides is a certain criterien cf the muerai
charauéter of the conîîucnity. But se long as snch a
large quantity cf this iaterial is tcierated, we must
hold the ccmmunity dircétly respensible for its pres-
ence and answerable for its pernicicus and blasting
influence. There are scîne publications whichi fronm
their known cvii charauétcr are excltmded frein our
homies, but we question very inuch if thc columens cf


