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our attention, the show windows being fuil of ail f4
sorts of f resh vegetables and luscious strawberries s
-the finest anîd largest I ever saw. Tiiere were g
fine dîsplaýys, too, of garden flowers in great vai- f
ety-the, immense size and excellence of the roses t
beiiig especially noticeabie. u

The city of Auckland is decidedly English in its d
characteristics, as arc moat New Zeaiand cities. i
Its peculiar location, just at a very narrow neck oft
land connecting a large stretch of the North Is- c
land, extcnding te the nerthwest, gives the advant. 'I
ages of a dotble harbor-one on each aide of the d
island. In going up and down its streets onîe can- i
net but admire the. great variety of its sea views.

VIEW OF. PART OP AUCKLAND, N. Z., ANI) ITS

New Zeaiand is very iargely of volcanie forma.1
tion, and within. a radius of 10 miles of Auckland
63 extinct voicanie craters can been counted--tbcre
inust have been a lively scerie there at one time.

Includingsauburiba Auckland dlaims te numubersenie
61,000 inhabitauts. The natural attractions cf the
city are far greater than ber public buildings and
business blocks, which, wvith but few exceptions, are
dîuite inpretentious. Ber public iibrary building,
however, would grace any city. In this building
is aise a museuni of nsost valuabie relics ln connec-
tion with the history of the. coleny, the district of
Auckland hiaviîîg been the centre of the chief hlm-tonical events of both the. natives and whites. A
Sunday in Auckland was Ila rest" indeed after tihe
lawless and inmmoral Sabbathis of tihe Pacific ceaat.
There wvere no0 Sunday papers, ne street cars, sa-
loosa were closed (lback doors and front) and a gen.
eral peacefulnessa nd quiet prevaiied.

WVe took our departure frorn the leadiDg city of
tihe North Island by tihe early nsorning train on the
Wednesday after arrdval, our aîmi being te pasa
through the isiand overland te Napier and on te
Wellington, thus seeing as much. of the country as
possible and aise ernbracing the eppertunity of
seeing the fanious Hot Lake district.

After a ratiseî tcdious ride of eighit heurs and a
liaif, a contiuious jolting on a "Imixed accommoda-
tien" train, the cars ef wbicb were "'inongreis"
bctween tihe American ansd English styles (and the
road narrew gauge), wv. arrived at Oxford, oxsîy a
station-the terminus of the. road-134 miles. Tb.
ride, isowever, was an interesting eue. Occasional
fielda of new mjwn.ha y were passedl and ethera
were just being eut. n the way of scenery w.
wcre cnteitained by nurnerous views of extinet
volcanoes, the distant meuntain range, lovely bits
of bus of elegant and stateiy trees, and an under-
growth of ferus, ranging in size frein the beautifui
Newv Zealiud troc fera down-a perfect paradis.
for fera collectera. The point of view at wh ich the
road crosses the clsarnsîng rat~ iNer is tIhe
fineat on tihe hune. There was but lIttile te Ss ins
the way of agricuiturai land.

We spent the. niglit ini Oxford and proceeded
early next merning by coach to Olsinemutu, Lake
'Retersa (.34 miles). 1h. road winds througb snd
about a series of hbis (extinct volcanees>, in tbe
first sud latter part barren and unintereating, but

1,' a long distance throughi a bush and where the
lopes were covered with vegetatien. BesideB the
reat variety of magnificent pine trees and other
orest giants, of which New Zealanders are wont
o boast, there was înnch that was heautiful in the.
ndergrowth-particuarly in the large numbers of
lifferent species of fcrns and flowering sbrubs. A
4wei Zeûaad bush is a perfect fcrnery in itself-
hie great tree fern, whici is indigenous to the
ountry, winning the admiration of ahl tourists.
~ho roadside was lined in places with swcct-briar,
laisies, dandelions, sweet ciover, and other flower-
ng plants and shrubs with which I was unfainiliar.
Ifter leaving the bush the road again traverses

a barren, hiily country for a
* few miles n p to the petty
_____ littie lake of Rotorua, beside
______which is situated the little-
-very little-town of Obine-

mutu, where we arrived in
time for lunch, and were very

-. glad of a bath and a good
rest, for "coachisig" in Maori-
land1 is no betterthan "itaging"
in California, and my remarks
un the latter in a previous let-
ter apply e qually to the former
-the vehic e and the. character
of the roads being quite similar.

Ohinemutu la the central
point of the Hot Lake District,

S whence excursions are made,
and is properiy the naine of a

S Maori village (pae> situated on5
a point of land îunning out
into the lake', but is likcwise
applied te tise amat village of
whites close by. The chief
features of it are tisree or
nore amati hotels for the ac-

........... LtbST 'D commodation of tourists; there
is also a goverument sanitorium.

HARBOR. for invalids who go .for the
baths, there being scarceiy a

imit te the. various minerai, iocline, iren, and cern-
bination baths of every consistency froin thick rand

~the cleareat wvater, and of any degre. of heat
~roni the boiling point down; for Ilu the Hot Lake
District are geysers and Springs as endless in variety
s they are countless-in nunîber. " No sooner had

we finished a good lunch than we began expioring
soine of these 8pringa near the hotel, our curiesity
not ailowing us much time to rest. It will be al-
noat impossible, for nie at leat, to convey te you
anything lika a correct idea of these marvellous
Springs, as compared to, which the hot Sprinsgs at
Banff, spoken of before, are as nothing. Howeyer,
I wiil try to tell you sometbîng of thein. As one
stands in the doorway of the hotel steani may b.
seen rising in a score or more places, within a radius
of haîf a mile. Naturaily w. proceeded te the

MAORI TATOOING.

nearest point, where the most vapor wus riaing
and found ourselves facing a pond of boiling su11.
phiur water, some sixty or more feet acroas, and, as
we neared it, we fousid tihe ground soft and pliable.
Close at band were other amaller boilîng ponds-
even the ground surface near tp them being hot,
AIl about us were spnings and steam holes. Here,
a gurgling sulpliur spring boiiing bot ; there, a
groaning inu<I spring; behind us, a hole f rom which
came a seething noise ansd suiphurous sîneli, forci.
bly remindîng one of the infernal. It la clecidedly
nervoua ivork exploring these springs ln places,
and dangerous, tee, for a mis-step or two might
plunge one iste a boiling canidren, or let him
through tise sof t surface into boiling mud. I was
informed tisat many had thus been senioualy scalded
znd some fatally.

From this group of springs w. walked over ta
the pali (native village), passing several etser

sprnson the way, the region about the tows
abudng ln them. Near the. eutrance te the pal

the natives had made artificial, basins for morne of
the cooler apninge, and boe, merning and evening,
the Maori men, wornen, and chiidren enjey the
bath of whieh they are so fond.

As before stated, the Maori race is inferior to the
Ilawaiian in aimost every particular, though, at
the samne tirne, there is a striking resembiance bie.
tween the races. The Maori face, however, seeme
rather fiercer te me. The. Maoris have net made
the saine progress, though tbey have had equal op

potuiy. As a class tbey d o not dress as well-
=seily the men, the shawl-like costume some

times worn being lesa civiiized. The Maori, too,
stili clings to bis grass hut (whare) wbich at beat is
inferior te the grass house of the Hawaiians. At

A BOILINO MUD CRATER.


