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Mr. Massey's Antipodean Letter.
TÈz following letter on Victoria» railways wus

received at the office of the Massey Presa on Nov.
lit, ehowing remnarkably quick transmission
To the Editor of MssREy's ILLUSTRATED.

SiR,-I have reàd Mr. Massey's letters giving an
account ef hie travels in Australia etc., soume twenty
monthe ago. and ai a wheie they show a keen in-
sight which f ew, aven of proessedl letter men, have
shown. However, I think bis deductione on our rail-
way policy are not quite right. For one thing our
population.is not sufficient to warrant more than
one lina te one lecality. If our lines helonged te a
private company, in the absence of competition the
objet airn of the management would be to make as
much profit as possible to meet the periodical divi-
dend. We bad our South SuburbanlUnes constraet-
ed and nianaged by a private company, when littie
attention was paid te the comfert of the traveller,
and the taras were nigh 50 par cent bigher than
they have been tuider the governinent. As it is,
whilst the railway commissioners atrive at making
the concern pay working expanses aud sufficient te
meet the yearly intereit on the capital spent in the
construction, there is ne doubt somte 1ie have
beau constructed tbrough political, log-rolling, but
i the management there is no doubt we are bettar
off as it is under goverument control than if the
property was managed by a company. Now the
population, whoconstitute the shareholders, have the
control and a voice through parliament whose menm-
bers have tofaca the alectorate at least once every
thraa years.A IeA.

Melbourne, 30th Sept., 1889.

Clipping Morses in Cold Weather.

WHY are herses ciipped i winter? Why does
the shrewd horse-owner divest the animal of the
protection nature designed for its protection?

Horses are clipped for various ruasons. InEurope
bigh.bred carniage herses, and not infrequantly hun-
ters, are denuded of a portion of thefr heavier winter
coatinga of hair. Thia change fa made te check
profuse perspiration and frequently te facilitata tha
work ef the groom. Wrhare herses live under a wise
uyotem ef stable econemy the singaing lamp and
not the shears is used. As soon as the ebil autumn
wlnds are fait, the best cared for herses show ai gne
ef mouiting ; thefr coats become duil and look wiry;
the summar growth iumoediataly takes ite place.
During tha seasen ef moulting, fever, more or lais,
fa presant. Herses becoma langunid, the appetita is
morbld; and the ability te werk fa much lessened.
These symptoe saldom continue fer more than a*
few days. Under goed cara, which comprises a
change et diet, warm drinks and mashas with mod-
arata werk , herses conte eut ail right in fremt fitteen
te twenty days. If a hloes on racevering bis spirit
and shewilng himasif equai te bis usual werk grews
a beavy coat ef bair, the safeat way is early i Ne-
vember te reduce its lengtb one.half ; then i the
mifddle et January again paus the singefng lamp over
the herse and reduce the growth te oe-half ite
natural length. Af ter the ftret singaing a atout
woollen blanket shbould ba put on the herme; then if
the weatber fe savane i January, as it usually le, a
lght under.blanket ebould ha added. But how are

herse generally clipped? The defancelesa creaturas
are sernm close te their bides early or lata as thair
sensaleis owners take the whlm. Than tbay are
eftber laft te shiver and contract bing or throat
diseases, er thay are tbruat into close, hot stables
wbara there fa no proper ventilation and blood
poisenng ensues. Early i spring the horsa.ownar
fanda bis hermes complaining with crackad beels,
chippy feat, sce eyes or troublesoma coughs. He
vows neyer again te have a herse ef hie clipped. It
was net the taking off ef the animal's winter growth
of bair that produced thase wees; It was the want
et proper care aftarwards that breugbt about these
bad symptoma. Wben old homses are cli pped and a
gond stable treatuient la net obsarved, the animal
may preserva bis appearanca cf geed haaltb, that fa,
ha may appear cheerful and werk Weil up te bis beut
form, but bis coat will look rusty, feel harab, and
ebould anytbing go amies danger will be close at
bond.

When farmars decide te clip thair herses, let tbem
first provide due protection; at least ene thin aud
oe heavy blanket fer stable wear, ene watar-proof
quarter blankat and one water-proof cbestprotector.
These covera cau moat profitably ha made at berne.
Cearse unhleachad celton eheeting, if ole'd and
alloed te dry, then eiled again, will ba watar.proef.
These can bie readily cut te fit tihe individual herses
for which thay are needed ; then lined with eld
blankats or aven under the pressure et economy
tha 0l pieces et carpeing; te sol requiaite fa

thtthe lhning haet ool. Aquarterclothshould
fit snugly sud go ever the barna pad witb hoies
cut in it for the terrets, and bhen that cbnoxious
angine et crualty, a check-rein, is used, roora muet
ba providad for the book. When a quarter-cloth
fa piaced under the back pad galled hacha resuit, as
the pressure is savere. Ail outaida clothing aihould
hie fitted over the herses, as sncb protection la naaded
againat train, snow and sharp winds, se as net te
supeninduce increased perspiration. There are
many of our farm herses wbosa lives could hae made
lau irkseme ware they shorn et oe-hait et their
winter'e growtb et hair, and then judiciously cared
for.

Let npesnsuppose, howevar, that sbould he
deiete clip bi horses, thare wili then hae ne nead

te dry the weary heasta-thus bis care wiil be lees.
Better let him bear in mind that a cllpped herse
stands in abselute need et greater cana, and that
the benefits to lha obtainadl are an impnoved condit.
ion aud hetter ahility te endure fatigue, aise a
trimnese et look pleatsing te soime. The head and
sans eta herse nequirethe meet skilful manipulation,
as very little hair should ha ramoved ; the legs fromt
the kneea dewn shouid aIso ha moatiightly treated.
What is necesaary is te wash off mud ; then rub the
legs, and especially the beels, very dry. A wet or
very cold day ls pracieely the extrema et weatbar i
wliich ne cara-ful groomt wilI clip or singe a herse.
A fine bright or (if wet te be waited fer) a moderate
and a dry day is the weather te select for the oper-
ation iu whlch the borseu bealth and comfort are
risked.

Manitoba Crop Bulletin.
Tau crop Bulletin of the Manitoha llepartment

of Agriculture bas been isaued. The raturni bear
data Octeher 1. The average yiald ef wheat par
acre fer the province la now placed at 12.4 bushelsi,
oas 16.8, barley 13.6, potatees 119, The average
yield et wheat per acre front 1883 te 1887 was
20.&. The present season fa tha meut unfaveurable
as regards weatber in the histery ef the province.

Tau American Humaine Association, at its an-
nual meeting in Louisville, Kentucky, on Saptem..
ber 27tb, adepted resolutions requesting every
State or Local Society in the Union te endeavor te
obtain front its Legisîstura a iaw making it a panai
offeuca te dehoru cattla, te dock the tala et herses,
or toeshoot pigeons and other birds from trapu,
Our Humaine SocietIee àh<>uld, "take uimilar action.

A Summary of News fer the Past Month.
ist-Destructive prairie aire ravages a larte section ef Minne-

sota.
2nd.-Between thirty and torty veneas wreoked and many

lives lest by a cyclone on the cosat o! Campeacby, Mexico..
.. Finit day'e session of the International Ainarican Con-

gress, at Washington.
3rd-The First National Onards af Connecticut vlsît Mon.

treal.. .... teamshp Geographique of the French Bossiers
fine, surît off St Pierre Mliquelon by colllding with s barque
whlle on a voyage front 3ontrea te Autwerp ; leur lives lest.

4th.-Ân antire block burned In Kincardina Ont, Ion about
ýq20,0OO. . . . Diabolical plot te poison three olergymen
and their familles ie St John, N.B. by juin drops contalnlng
strychnine sent tbemn tbrough the post; the wifs of Rev Dr Mc-
Crae ate one of the gumi drops and dled ln great agony.

5th,-Wm McDotiald, clerk lu a wholesale drux store, St
Johs N.B. arrestcd on a charge of sendingthepoisonedcandies
te the fasmilles of the thre clergymen.. ..... erre select-
ed as the capitaleof South Dakota.

6th.-Fall ef snow te the depth cf nearly six luches at Lock.
port N. Y.

7th. Death of The O'Donoghus Jae M.P. for Traies, Irelsud.
. . . Large number of shipwreccs and lass ef lite caused

by a terrifie gale along the coa8t8of Grat Britain sud Ireland.

Sth.-Knghts Tamplar parade lu Wshington, 20,000 men in
âine. . . . Mlass meeting of citizeas under the auspices of
the £quai Rights Association heid lu Moutreal.

Oth-Death ef Mfr Thomas Werkman, eue of MoatresPs most
promincut citizens.

lOth.-The Bank of Toronto block, Barrie, Ont destreyed by
Oire, lose 910,00W. . . . Mass meeting et the Equal Righte
Association, la Toronto.

llth.-The Czar et Rusais visite Empaer William at Berlin.
* . . Donald blorrition, the Megantie outlaw, seuteueed te

eighteen years imprisoamient for kilhlg the constable saut te
arrcst hlm. . . . Judge Olivier of Presoott ceunty, while
attending a banquet, in <Jîtawa taken suddenly ili snd died
witbiu an heur.

I2th.-Conspiraoy discovered in Chicago ta bribe the Cronin
jury in the intereste of the prisonere; several avreats made.

-- Village et Serpent River, Ont. destroyed by lire Ion
estinited at k$iOe,000.

13th- The famous Brooklyn tabernacle, of whlch Rev, Dr.
Talmaga le pastor, destreyed by fire, louas $250,000.

14th.-The Italian Government deolare s protectorats over
Abysni.

1 àth. Death of Sir Daniel Goooh, the eminent Engllsh en-
ier. . . A car on an inclined rellwsy at Cincinnati

rushes .. wn te th, bottera through the steel câble breaklng,
and le emashed inte atoe; tbree passengars instaatly klied
and live seriously wounded.

l6th.-Sixty minora lose their lives by an explosion in the
Bentilae celliery, Langton, Couuty Stafford, Englaud. . . .
About ilty persans injured through a collision hetween two
passenger trains on the Burlingtou sud Missouri River railway
near Omnaha, Neb.

l7th.-Opening et the North-West Legisîstîva Assembly at
Regina. .. . Small-pex epidemia reporte atPelee Iland,
Lake Erie.

18h-la the Dominion élection fer Richelieu, Que, Mr.
Massue, the ministorial candidate, elected by 834 majerity.

19th.-Daath of the King of Portugal aged 51....
News reoeived that 1200 persons lest their lives sud 2000 houe
washed away by s tidal wavo in Japan au Sept. llth.

2Oîh.-Destructivear iral Ottawa, Ont. Ion $12,000.-
Prairie lires in North Dakota entireiy sweep away the village
of Menoken, twelve miles tramn Bismaerck.

2lst.-Reported that owlng te a terrible drcught in West.
ern Miontana thousandit of cattle on the ranches hava starved
te death. . . . The Canadian Atlantic câble projeet re-
ported toe have taken definite shape snd that the laying of the
ine,wil l a commenced shortly.
2iûd.-De&th5 of the Eari of Leven sud Melville sud ef the

EarI et Orkney. . . . Cl]ose of the Baptiot convention at
Ottawa. . . . Seven thousand deatha raported te have
taken place during t ha past tbres months freont choiera whlcb
la raging iu the vaileys ef the Tigris sud Euphrates&

23rd.-Steamer Quinte, c! Dasaronto, Ont,, burut whienear-
lng that port, and tour lives lest.

24th.-One man lled, seversi peopla severely intured aud
niuch property damaged by an explosion of dynamite lu St.
Jean Ilaptiote streot, Meutreal.. .. Re-opening ef the Par-
nell commission.

26th.-Two men kiiled and twa serlously lnjured at Sait-
cas, N. W. T. by the beiler ef a threshlng machine burstug.

26th.-Destruotve lire in Paisley, Ont., Ion about 850,00.
27th.-Ilarrage ef Prince. Sophia, sister ef the Emper of

Germany, te the Dulie ai sparte, aidest sou of the Ring o!
Greece.

28t.-Mln Clava Huntîngln, daughter o! the American
railroad miliionaire, marrled In London, Dngland, te Prince
Hatzfeldt, ef Sohoustein, Germauy. . . . Dealli of Han.
Alexander Morris,,Q.O. aI bis reuldance, Torante.

2tlL-Reported that the Prince of Wales la a viotira te
Brights Diseuse

8otIL-Reported that W.,000 familles are destitute ln North
Dakota owlng te amop fallurs.


