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And it is

"

seems to be the only vocation.
no longer love songs, but ¢ Esays on Thsen
which to-day chant in the hearts of the
young. After the age of lyric poetry, after
the age of romance, we now find ourselyes
in the age of criticism. After Lamartine
and Victor Hugy, after Balzic, Michelet
and Flaubert, who dominated the literature
of their times, there are two critics, Taine
and Renan, who stand at the h-al of our
literature.

It is painful to me to see literature thus
attracting to itself the talent and taste of
our young people. And if, according t2 the
definition of M. Hatzfeld, criticism should
be “only an opinion given ona work of
art,” it is even then difficult for me to com-
prehend its utility. For it seems to me
that works of art are not made to b» judged
but to ba loved, to please, to dissipate the
cares of real life. It is precisely by wish-
ing to judge them that one lases sight of
their true significance. In the ideal human-
ity of which I dream criticism thus under-
stood will have no place. But the useless-
ness of criticism is so manifest that the
critics thamselves, in their secret hearts, do
not know how ts evade recognition of this
fact. In all criticism there is an entirely too
visible partiality, at least with few excep-
tions.

In regard to those of our writers whom
we call ¢ our critics,” T do not believe there
is one of them who may be properly called
a critic. To a certain extent even the
nature of criticism has been changed, an
according to the diversity of temp-rament
and habits of thought, diff rent new kinds
of criticism have beren formed, having but
onc trait in common : that they are all
equally removed from ancient criticism,
from that which pronounced opinions. The
varieties of our contemporaneous criticism
are too well-known to need enumeration.
One knows how, under pretext of criticising,
M. Faguet givos ussolid and living portraits,
collecting into a whole all that can be ob-
tained of the significant details which go to
maka up the life, thought and style of an
author. It is well known how, under the
same pretext, M. Lemaitre and M. France
amuse themse'ves by treating a'l kinds in
turn, giving us, at will, poems, narratives,
or philosophic reveries, or interesting us
still moro with the thousand delicate graces
which accompany the subtle changes of their
impressions.

But all forms of criticism are ty be
valued only on account of the originality
and tilent of the mastors making use of
them. S)me of these seem to me to have
characters more settled, opinions more pre-
cise, and to be thus more easily defined.
They are those whose aim is, not at all
tojudge of works of art, bu* to explain them,
to show their real significance, to throw on
them proper thelight. In place of making of
criticism a confession or a painting, they
make of it, in a manner, a g rt of history.
They set works in their proper placein the
times ; and to aid uws t» comprehend them,
they inform us of all the circumstances
which preceded them, accompanied or fol-
lowed their appearance. Thus understood,
criticism is no longer criticism ; but the
title matters little, aud it is easy to under-
stand that such a manner of treating works
of art may be very useful. The main thing
for the critical historian is t7 know, among
all the circumstances attending the appear-
ance of a work of art, which should be notd
and retained,—7T'ranslated for Public Opin-
ton fromthe French of M. T. de Wyzewa in
the Paris Revue Bleue.
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Ottawx Free Press: The path yet to
bs trodden by Mr. Cleveland is probably a
thorny one. Whether Czar, President or
constitutional Monarch, the head of state
to-day occupies a position of anxiety and
care, to say nothing of the responsibility,
which is not altogether enviable. The man
who like Mr. Cleveland stands fist to his
duty will not have cause to regret his firm-
ness if he has no better reward than the
testimony of his own conscience.

Vancouver World: Our cousins from
under the S u‘thern Cross say that from the
time they landed in this city until they
reached Otawa they felt at home and had
repeated opportunities t) prove the truth
of the old adage that blood is thicker than
water, There can be no doubt whatever
that the gathering together of so remark-
able a body of stitesmen, each typical of the
best life in the land from which he has come,
can only result in drawing together the
scattered dependencies of the Empire,

Montreal Witness : One after another
the veterans of Canadian banking are depart-
ing from amongst us, leaving only the lustre
of their wuntarnished names and the
example of their public and private lives
for the guidance and emulation of the
younzer g neration. We have recently had
to lament the death or retirement of several
bankers whose names were househnld words,
but none has in the general opinion gone
with a botter balance shect or more sin-
cerely and widely lamented than the late
Mr. J. Murray Snith, whose tragi-
cally sudden dath has shockad the city this
week.

Halifax Cuaronicle : With a few compar-
atively unimportant exceptions the crops in
every county in the Pravince present a fine
appearance and give promise to an aban-
dant yleld. The hay crop in particular ig
exceptionally good and the fruit crop
promises well. The promise of good crops,
we need hardly say, form a bright edging
on the cloud of hard times which has been
hovering over our country for some years,
and will afford substantial encouragement,
nnt only to farmers, but to all classes in the
Province, for.the prosperity of all other
classes is necessarily largely dependent upon
the prosperity of the farmers.

St John Gizatte: Canadians who live
in the west and in Montreal, and spend
their summers sweltering in the int>nse in-
land heat of this continent during the
months of Jaly and August are densely
ignorant of the fact that down by the shores
of the Bay of Fund; the weather is always
cool. Oc-asionally there may be a day or
two in the hottest of summ-r when
the weather in St. John may be
described as uncomfortable, but the
occurrence is so rare that we, who live on
the shores of this wonderful Biy of Fundy,
have come to bolieve that the weather is
never too hot in summer and seldom too cold
in winter.

Vancouver World: Mr. Davie has
developed a great interest in this immediate
portion of the Province, and we hope that
his good intentions will continue. We are
convinced that, personsally, he is much
stronger here than he ever wa3 before, and
that thy Government will be judged fairly
at the end of the present term upon the
record it makes for itself. We take alvan.
tage of this opportunity to congratulate the
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A BAD WRECK |

—of the constitution may follow in the‘tll‘gcil
of & disordercd system. ~ Dr. Pierce's Golden,
Meodieal Discovery prevents and CURES e
Jiver and kidney Diseases. It rouses ;
liver to lealthy action, purifies the bl o
? and allays congestl |
of the kidneys. vl
. W. SWEENE%
Es%]ioof Halfdentm;gr-{
Pa., says: 1 was ¥ .
years hardly able to[;n,
about. ] suffered frol,
liverand kidney. tml(l)rs :
> le,six diﬂcrentpocthat |
treated me durin e
. time but could Ovour
=" no good. 1 give }ry"
* Medical Dlscovcure' ‘
the praise for my cwife |
Then, too, m{Asth-!
had a bad case 0T 25}
ma which was c‘%hat‘
by the use of the
wonderful blood-P
fier.”
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are, with such auguries of prospe"tg' the
our common couutry, which, now tha AP6)
contest is over, should be our zaalo}lgclly'
whatever views we may hold p?hma 68
Our duty it is t>do the best that in U3 and
to speed this fiir land on its onwar
upward way.

Before the dinner given at Berlin u
Sir Edward Malet in honour of the nte
officers, the Ewnperor William P}'eseetw
Colonel Tomkinson with a gold mg;rinc"
case, and Captain MacMahon and dre of
Francis of Teck with similar cases M8 aty'®
silver, All three cases boro his Maj® the
crest. The Emperor also conferre
Ocrder of the Red Eagle, First Class up

Prince Francis.
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Gentlemen,—I find your Acid ect

but I do not find your pamphlet. I eX}Zbia
to use your Acid Cur extensively

winter, in practice. .
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Th» covetous man never has money :]0”-
prod gal will have none shortly.—DBe¢"
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Hearts may be attracted by t0
qualities ; but the affections are 97 {W.‘/‘
be fixed by those which are real.—*p"
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