
spems to be the ouly vocation. And it is
no longer love sangs, but"I Eisays on Ibsen
which to-day chant in tire hearts of the
young. Af ter the age of lyrie poetry, af ter
the age of romance, we now find ourselves
in the age of criticism. After Lamartine
and Victor Hug-, after Balz-ic, Michelet
and Flaubert, wba domiuated the literature
of their turnes, there are twa critics, Taine
and Rlenan, who stand at the h-ai of our
literature.

It is painful to me ta see literature thus
attracting to itself the talent and taste of
our youing people. And if, according th the
definition of M. Hatzfeld, criticisin shauld
be Ilouly an opinion given on a work of
art," it is aven then difficuit for me ta cim-
prehend its u'i]ity. For it secins ta me
that works of art are ni)t made ta bi judgecl
but ta bq lovr'd, ta please, ta dissipate the
cares of real life. It is precisely by wish.
ing to judga thein that one loses sight of
thr.ir truc significance. In the ideal human-
ity of which. 1 dreain criticismn thus under.
stood will have na place. But the useless-
ness of criticism is s0 mauifest that the
critics thomacives, in their secret bearts, do
nat know how ti evade re-ognition of this
fact. In ail criticism there is an eutirely taa
visible partiaiity, at least with few excep-
tions.

In rpgard ta those of Our writers wham
we cal '1 a ur critics, " 1 do flot believe there
is one af thern wha may be properly called
a critie. To a certain exteut even the
nature of criticisrn bas been changed, ani
according ta the divcrsity af temp"ýrament
and habits of thought, difi 'rent new kinds
of criticisin have been formed, having but
one trait in e'nnmon :that they are ail
ûqually re-noved frain ancient criticism,
frein that which pranounced opinions. The
varieties of aur contemporaneous criticismn
are too well-kuown ta ueed enumeratian
One knows he)w, under pretext af eritieising,
M. Fagut gives us salid and living p -rtraits,
co]iecting into a whole ail that can be ob-
tîiin(d af the significant detaili whiph go ta
inake up the lufe, thaughit a'id style of an
author. It is weIl known how, under the
saine pretext, M. Lemnaitre and M. Frince
amuqe themseýves by treiting all kinds in
turu, giving us, at will, paemns, narratives,
or philosophie reveries, or interesting us
stili reý with the t1iausand delicite graces
whic': accompany the subtie changes af their
impressions.

Btit ail orins of c-iticism are th be
vaiued only on account of the originality
aud tilent of the mastirs maMtng use of
thein. S )me af these secin ta me ta have
cbaracters mare settled, opinions mare pre-
cise, and ta be thug mare eagily defined.
They are thase whose aimn is. nat at aIl
tojudge of w)rks of art, bu,, ta explain thein,
ta show their mpai siguificance, ta thraw on
thein proper the light. In place af making af
criticismn a confession or a painting, they
make of it, in a manuer, a s )rt af bist iry.
They set warks in their proper place in th-
times ;and tra aid u3 t) camprehend thein,

* they inform us af ail the circumstances
which preceded thein, acccampa-nied or foi-
Iowed their appnarance. Thtus understaad,
criticismn is no longer criticisin ;but the
titie matters little, and it is Asy ta under-
stand that such a manner of treatiug warks
of art may he very u3eful. Tbr' main thing
for the critical bistorian 18 t) know, amaug
aIl the circuinstauces attend ing the appear-
ance of a work af art, wbiclr shouici be not 'd
and retained-Tranlated jor Public Opin-
ion from the French of M. T'. de Wyzeuea in
Ihe Paris Revue Bleue.
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PUBLIC OPINION.

Ottawi Free Press: The path yet ta
b, trodden by Mr. Clevel îand is probably a
thorny ane. Whether Czwi, Prpsideut or
constitutionai Mmnarch, the head of state
to-daiy occupies a position af anxiety and
came, ta say nothiug ai the responsibility,
which is not altogether enviable. The man
wha like Mm. Cleveland stands f it ta bis
duty wiii nat have cause to regret bis firin-
ness if he bias ne better reward than the
testimany of bis own conscience.

Vancauver Worid: 0ur cousins fr3in
under the S rn'hern Cross say that fromn the
time they ianded in this city until they
meached 0,tawa they feit at haone and badl
repeated opportunities th prove the truth
of the old adage that bloed i8 thieker tbsn
water. There can be no douht whatever
that the gathering tagether af se remark-
able a body of stitesmen, eacb typical of the
bast 111e in the Iand from which he bas cerne,
can oniy resuit in drawing tagetber the
scattered dependencies af the Empire.

Mantreai Witness :One after anather
the veteman- i anadian hanking are depart-
iug frein amengst us, leaving only the lustre
of their u-'taruished naines and the
ex'uimple of their public and private ]ives
for the guidance sud ernulation of the
youner g 'neraeian. We hve mecently had
ta lamenit the death or metirement ai sei-erai
hankers whose usines were bausehe)ld words,
but noue lias in the genemal opinion gone
with a bitter balance she3t or mare sin-
cerely and widely lamented tha-i the late
M r. J. Murray S nith, whose tragi-
cally suddmn d mth bas shockad the city this
week.

Hlalifax Chîonicle : Witb a few compar-
atively unimportant exceptions the crop8 in
every c unty in the Pr3vince present a fine
appearance and give promise ta an ab)in-
dant yield. The bay crop lu particular is
exceptiouaiiy goad and the fruit crop
promises well. The promise of gaod crop3,
we need hamdly say, orin a bright edging
on the claud of bard times which bits been
bovering over aur country for saine year3,
and wiIl aflerd substantial encouragement,
net ouiy to fammers, but ta ail classes in the
Pe'ovince, for. the prosperity of ail other
classes is necessarily iargely dependent upon
the prosperity of the farmemî.

St John G izitte: Canadians who live
in the west and in Moutreai, and spend
their summers sweltering in the lut mnse in-
land heat of tbis continent during the
manths of Jaly and August are densely
ignorant af the fact that down by the shores
of the Bay of Fundj the wpather is al ways
cool. Oc-a-iionilly th"ýre my be a day or
two in the hattest of surinmir when
the weatber in St. John may be
describerl as unceinfortahie, but the
occurrence is so rare that we, who live ou
the shores of this wonderful Biy of Fundy,
have came ta b-.lieve that the weather is
neyer tea bot lu summer and seldoin tea cold
in wiuter.

Vancouver World -Mr. Davie bas
developed a great interest iu this immediate
portion of the Province, and we hopp that
bis good intentions wlll continue. We are
convinced that, personally, he 18 mucb
stronger here than hie ever wai bl:fore, and
that thi Govermient wilI be judged fairly
at the end oi the present teri upon the
record it maires for itself. We takre a-Ivaný
tage of tbis opportunity ta congratulaes the

fAce. - rd, 0s4
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GEO.W. SWENET

- ~ ESQ., ofIeladeWllt4
Pa. says:
yen,', hardly able te go

- about. a F;uffered frOn
1

l- iverand kidnev'trotlfr
g~<'~',>~le, six diffcrentDoctir
~ -y treated nie dnrmfln

Ijilie but could eem
:edca Dive 'ur

no good. y iwf

Swirs tjéý e o tbat

nrGuar-
Pl antees aM

0OR n~ONEV RETI RNED.

RECENI WORKS DY MISS A. M. MACHAR

ROLAND GRAEME, KNIGHT. Foirds, 1101.
ard & Hubert, New York ; W. Drysdale, eoit
real ; Williamson Book Co., To,'outli. CIStI

$1.00 ; Pape,' 50 cents.
---

MARJORIE'S CANADIAN WINTER: STO1t
IES 0F NEW FRANCE. D. LothreP C.

Boston ;Williamson Book Co.. Toronto. Cloth'
$1.50.

Pafisiafi stý-aM a1l

Miuard's Liniment Luin berman's Fifd

Premier up-an the happy ou tui tbel
really berculeitn lab ns, fraught, a'5o
are, with such augurles of prasperity lte
Our comman country, whicb ijWtha
contest is over, sbauld be our z,,alOuS C
whatever views we may boldPtill
0cr duty it i8 t) do the best that in us lieo
ta speed this f tir land on its onward u
upward way.

Before thi dinner given at h.lub
Sir Edward Malet lu boueur of the Britsh

officers, the Enuperor Williama prleented

Colonel Tainkinson witb a gold cigart
case, andi Captain MacMahon and PriofC
Francis of Teck with similar cases ruade
silver, Ail three cases bora bis MajegtyS
crest. The Eniperor also conferred the
Order ai the Re'd Eagie, Fir3t Class, up0 i
Prince Fraudis.

Chicapo, Il]., U. S. A., Ocýt. m
Gentlemen,-I flnd your Acid Cure,

but 1 do nat fiud your pamphlet. 1 et''o
ta use your Acid Cure, extensivelY
winter, in practice. DR -Sp"

COUTTa & SONS.

Thi covetaus man neyer bas nOrley .'
prod'gal will have none sbortly.-ýun Jli

Hearts may be attracted by fi ta
qualities ; but the affections are ""goY.
be fixed by those wbicb are rea.-JP' x


