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happy littie dinner party it seemed. Per-
baps the Young doctor's assistant was the
ieast bappy of thern ail, and tbis was

1' strange. Lt was not every day that lie had
invitations ta dinner at tbe Hartisys, who
were ane of the best families in the small
village of Aitbrope, and the adjoining
oountry. But Jack Duffhbad, if nlot a pre-
vieus engagement, at least somewbere, wbere
lie would bie expected tbat evening, and
wberehle would tain be. llowever, neither
his politeness nor bis reason would let hirn
refuse. And bis politeness was sufficient
ta enable hlm ta bide bis disappointrnent,
for, like cbarity, it can caver a multitude of
oins. H1e was a brigbt, clever.looking
Young fellow, and, if not gaod-looking, bis
fair bair and clear eyes spoke o! Saxon
courage and honesty. 11e spoke but littie,
but wben lie did, it was shrewdly ta the
ýpoint.

Mark Hilyard's eyes rested appravingly
on the lad, for lie was littie more, once or
twice. IlI did nat expect ta find you going
ta dlinner," lie said once. I thouglit you
would neariy bave finisbed. 1 knew I was
taking a privilege that only an aid friend
could take in coming sa late. 0f course,
it was your accident that kept Yeu sa late,
Mrs. Hartley."

"Yes; 1 can't tbink how 1. could bave
been se fooliali. My foot slipped, and 1 fell
on rny hand sornehow, and felt as if I bad
broken ail my sinewH. By the sarne token
it does net feel s0 wonderfuliy cornfortable
juat now. What it wouid be without Mr.
Duft's bandagye and ccld arnica 1 cannot
think."

Il t wiii*take the pain out of it before
long, 1 hope, Mrs. llartley. Lt ie not the
worst kind of sprain.'

IlThauk you ;it does not feel s0 very
bad. By the way, Mr, llulyard, aur dlock
bas stopped, 1 see. Do you know what tbe
time is ¶ e

IMr. Hhilyard pulied out bis watcb.
"A quarter ta nine," hie Faid as lie looked

at it.
Il Hello!1 Hilyard, where did yeu get

your watch? " Mr. Hartley cried, as bis
eyes fell on it. Il Wby it is a caunterpart
of an aid beirioom of a one 1 bave.'

Hilyard detached bis and handeci it ta
bis hat. IlThat is curious," lie said. CIl1

thouglit mine was rather unique in size,
anywav, if not in beauty."

Hartley rang tlie bell. " Maria," lie
said, wben the maid appeared, Ilbring me
an aid silver watch you will see in the left
b and drawer of the dressing-table. I
reaiiy must compare them-the likenees la
s0oaddl," lie went on, tarning ta Hiiyard
again. "lThere it is. Tbere, see, Hilyard ;
I thauglit I was nlot mistaken. Tbey are
ýalmost exactiy the sarne size, and, by
George, the same tracing on the outside.
How very odd. Se@, Meg, Yeu could
liardiy tell whicb beionged ta the aid Lieu-
tenant and whicb was Hiiyard's. Uponmry
honour, it la odd."

"lla it an heirioorn, did you say, Mr,
Hartiey? " Dufi said, looking curiousiy at
the aid silver turnip.

"Now, Mr. Duif, you wili set bim going
witb oue of bis aid, aid yarns. Now,
Henry, I arn an invalid, and arn going ta be
induiged. 1 wili not bie banishel wbiie yeu
.enjoy your cigare. You muBt let me stay
witb you, will Yeu not I Or let us go inta

thie smoking room? ILt is Se lonely in the
-drawing-roorn, ail by myseif 1"l

"lOn one condition, then, Meg-tbat

you let me spin ail the yarns 1 like. Re-
ymember You have no riglit ta interfere
there."
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II wiii not interfere, Harry. I wili sit
stili and laugli at yeu as long as yau like.
Corne now. L really ftei as if 1 ouglit ta bie
lame with my riglit arrn in a siing. M1er.
lyard, may L take yeur arnî 1"

IDuif," Mr. Hartley said, Il will you
take a cigar ? "

IlThank Yeu, Mr. Hartiey, I do not
ernoke."

Again Hilyard's eyes glanced approv-
ingiy at the Young fellow. "lA nice Young
feiiow, that Duif;" lie murmured ta Mrs.
llartley, wbo, entbroned in a crirnson cuali-
ioned chair, was watching bier liusband liglit
bis own cigar, witb amused eyes.

IlWbat in my young days wouid have
been caiied a proper feiiow. 1 sbould like
ta do hi m a good turn. Wbat is lie 'i An
incipient sawbones ? Weil, 1 do not feel
cailed upon ta sacrifice my Lodily bealtb for
him. But 1 wiil keep rny weatber eye
open."

"lAh! Mr. Hulyard, you always feel a
rigliteous approvai for anyone wbo doos not
give the same biind ailegiance ta rny Lady
Nicotine as yourself. Wben do you intend
ta iigbt your pipe. You know how thor-
oughly I enjoy the incense yeu humn at lier
shrine even when 1 arn consurned rnyseif
with jeaiousy."

1Witb your permission, then, madarn,
and aid Mark Hhlyard bowed in bis courtly
way.

IHarry, do you not see Mr. Duif is
ionging ta bear the yarn 1 warned him of,
iu spite of the warning."

In fact, Jack was stili bandiing the aid
timepiece with curions fingers.

"lAh! yes. Well, it lias been tbrougli
a few adventures, that aid watcli. Lt
beionged ta a great uncie of mine, a naval
lieutenanit. Lt sounds as if lie were aid, but
lie wasn't wben that watcb was the d(atli
o! hlm, for tliey say it was. 11e went
overboard in the Bay o! Bieeay-and it
sank hlm. At any rate hq3 went down and
neyer carne up alive, and it ancbored
hirnwlierehliay. Afterwards it was fisbed.
up tbraugb the merest accident, and lie
came tao. Tbey couid not thiuk what tliey
could have got hoid of-it was Eo bcavy.
Wben tbey saw IL, they did not wonder.
Lt was not rny greut unz-ie that weighed the
rnast. Tliey found the key aud wound it
up, and it was stili going wben it carne into
rny possesian. L arn preud of the aid feiiow.
Lt was all I ever got from rny great uncle,
wlio spent bis money himself. But 1 neyer
take this cliap an any voyages.

IlMy liusband's geogmapliy is a trifie
mixed, Mr. Duif. Lt was in the river
Tharnes, I believe, that it proved itEeif aq
an anchor womtli its weigbt in iro'n. Except
for that slip the tale is true, and for that
reason famous far ' iniquity '-and anti-
quity amongst aur friends."

IlMeg, Meg, 1 shall cetainiy bave
ta relegate you ta the dmawing.roarn,
if yeu are sa fearless and impudent
in these hailowed precinots. Really, my
dear, you mustn't."

IlYou wouid tbink, Mr. Duif, that lie
was in the habit o! sendiug mie wbere lie
wauid," Mrs. llartiey said sweetiy ; Il but 1
wbo know ' bis 'tricks and bis manners
assure Yeu that lie is sliaking in bis shoes.
You bave not seen the inscription on the
inside a! the watch yet ? Let me open the
case and show you it. Ah! " with a quick
breatli, IlI forgot my wrist. No, yeu must
open iL yourseif. Theme iL le

ci" 'Pesented ta Lieutenant Hartiey this
25th day of June, 1807, as a token of
the life-iong gratitude and admiration that

the passengers and crew of the Dj)ipbin W'1
ever feel for one who risked his lite go nobll

and successfuiiy ta save theirs.'
1 1Poor felaw, it was in at his lien dest

after ail. It is Eaid hie was Young'
brave and bandsome."

IlThe watch must be very precious,

Yeu. Lt is a curiosity in any case, aUr'

arn very fond of aid curjoai ies myseif. - ea

I see when it was rnade?~ Ah 1as I tlbougbt
at the end of the l8th century . It iB a very
aid speciman."

"6Mr. Hiiyard, rnay 1 see YoiiC watch

again ; flyard was taiking politics ratbEr

eageriy with Mr. llartley, but hie tool' out

the watcb which hie bad slipped ilote bis

pocket, -,hain and ail, it being taa big for his

watch pocket, and received it again alnoI
witbaut naticing that hie did so. Jack DLIff
and Mr. Hartley were graduaily dr&wfl '0
ta the discussion, and when Jack taol< hig

leave an haur later hie was fain ta Cnfs
be had rather enjoyed bis evening thotUgb

the disappaintment af net being able t a go

ta Reed-fen that niglit was still there. Aesd

Essie would bie sa sarry hie knew. ea

littia Essie, wba was Esther, or Miss Reed,

ta every one but bim. H1e was glad hig
road led hirn past R'eed-fen, thaugli the
windows were dark, and it las bard Il

think lie had nat spent the long 000 tl
ligbt there. And s0 borne ta bis
raarn wbere Jack lived alane, having beeu

brought up by an uncle who bad died Wben

lie was a boy of nineteen, and where lie bad
s0 often chafed at the sinallest of thifigs in
general before hie had found out boW dearlY

he ioved Estber Reed, wbon the worid b.d

suddeniy seerned very briglit and bige 0017

over-topped by himself, whao was ready tO

conquer and overcarne that and anythil1g

else for Essie and farne. They had b800

en gaged six rnonths now and Jack bad often

taikEd of the tirne when lie should get i'
diploma and corne 1 ack ta Aithorpe t air

lier ta sarne brilliant future. And yet tbey

talked practicaiiy tao. iEïsie .W05 un

but she had lived with bier granimther
ever since she could rernember,' and takell

care of bier and the bouse and looked sfte

Jane, the servant, and bad nianY qite
houselioid cares in bier rnerry Young lit
that aeered rnad) ta sal in srnooth ,etero
even through tbe usuaiiy traubied course0

true love. Grandrnarnra sanctioned the

engagyement, and Jack and she were5
prEttiiy iaving and practical as a pair 0,
Young birds. Just naw tbey grudged every

moment tbey spent apart, for orily ne to
montb Jack wa3 going up' ta London t
study end pags bis exarninatiolis an ea

wauld be a long tirne before they saWf ,0 re

atber again. Lt was with rather abe
beart that Essie watched in vain for bert
Young loyer's coming that nigbt, and at
went bier rounds, lamp in baud ta oo

doors and windows as was ber ecU5ool

Grandrnarnma laoked graveiy up over ber

spectacles as Essie kissed bier goadnigr
witb just a taucb of indignation in bier le

eyes.diyt
IlEsther, Egtber,"sbe said gentYv, 7

rnust nat be sa impatient, childie. 13
bie bas had sarne good reasan for flot c00'
ing. H1e did nat promise î "

IlGrandna ! 11e wouid nat break big
promise ta me."

"Run away ta bed tben darling and bavIe
briglit eyes for Jack ta.marrow. Dof' r
ta make littie injuries out of notb1llg
real troubles will carne." l

"l'Il give him a gaad scoiding, tbouglet

Essie sfàid ta berseif f" being a itle e1hty
he does deserve it. It is very na .g

of him ; and then if lie likes ta rna'e ito


