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ciations of the word are not at all pleasing
epd the choice seems unfortunate. Still
these are but minor questions and may be
amended a8 experience shall dictate. On
the whole, much good may be hoped for
from the new legislation, based as it is on
the wise maxim that *an ounce of preven-
tion is worth a pound of cure,”

It is & common remark in political dis.
cussions that the tendency of communities
at the present day is altogether in the direc-
tion of consolidation. This ig probably
true as a rule, but it is not without excep-
tions, The present relations of N orway and
Sweden present a case in which the tend-
ency is decidedly towards separation, or, at
the least, towards a looser form of political
union. Whether it shall be the one or the
other will, it i not unlikely, depend upon
the answer which King -Oscar may give to
the proposal to refer the matters in dispute
to the arbitration of a commission to be
nominated by the Presidents of the United
States, France and Switzerland. He is now
governing by means of a minority Cabinet
simply because there is no provision for an
appeal to the people till the Storthing shall
complete its term, a year or two hence,
Then the end will come, if not before. The
truth is, no doubt, that the question whe-
ther the tendency of distinot peoples shall
be in the one direction or the other depends
mainly upon the prior question of affinities.
Where both sympathies and interests draw
toward union, or indeed when either does 80
very strongly, as is often the case in these
days, the saying holds true. But in the
case of the two states above named the
affinity seems to be in a large measure
- wanting, They are in" many respecta un.
equally yoked. The N. orwegians are an
energetic, enterprising, trading people,
whose merchant fleet is one of the first in
Europe, and whose flag floats on every sea,
The Swedes are deficient in enterprise, and
" their merchant marine is comparatively
- small. The former are free-traders ; the
latter protectionists. Hence the tendency
to commercial jealousy and the demand of
Norway for a consular service of her own,
It is probably the consciousness of this dis-
parity that explains the reluctance of King
Oscar and the Swedes to grant the demand
of Norway for a teparate consular service.
They regard the concession as but the enter-
ing of the wedge which would foretoken
complete separation, an ultimate end which
some of the Norwegian Radicals do not
heditate to avow,” They are but small
states and under a looser bond of union
might be mutually helpful, That, and sep-
aration, are evidently the alternatives,

... The struggle over the qu‘estion of the
Sunday-opening of the World’s Fair at
Chitago still goes on. The issue wasg, indeed,
supposed to have been virtnally séttled by
the decision ‘of the Board of Directors about
two weeks since to open the grounds, the
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State and foreign buildings, and in fact all
parts of the Exhibition except the buildings
containing exhibits. This decision was
reached in accordance with the opinion of
the lawyer who presides over the legal
branch of the management, The main
question now is, it should be observed, nct
that of Sabbath-keeping, or of giving em-
ployees a day of rest, but of what is required
by the condition attached to the vote of
twe-and-a-half millions of dollars by Con.
gress.  Some, probably many, who were not
prepared to take a very decided stand
against Sunday-opening on religious or other
grounds, now maintain that the Managers,
having accepted the Congressional appropri-
ation with the condition of Sunday-closing
attached, would be guilty of a dishonourable
act and a gross violation of faith should they
now either open the grounds unreservedly,
or seek to evade the spirit of the tacit com-
pact by adopting the legal subterfuge above
referred to, Moreover the Commissioners,
who are the National, as the Directors are
the local, managers, are understood to deny
the right of the latter to override or evade
what they regard as the clearly expressed
will of the nation. They may, therefore,
take legal measures to prevent the carrying
out of the purpose of the Directors. The
latter are, on the other hand, threatened
with legal proceedings by a Chieago citizen,
who denies that either the Commissioners
or the Directors have power to close a
public park. For some reason the Di-
rectors failed to carry out their pur-
pose of opening the grounds last Sunday,
but it is said that they will do so next Sun-
day. It is not unmlikely that the matter
may give rise to some very complicated liti-
gation. The Directors are between, not
merely two, but several fires, Their main
object is no doubt to get the largest possible
amount of gate-money. But whether the
Sunday half-fares would bring in more than
might be lost through the staying away of
conscientious citizens all over the Union,
who feel strongly on the subject, must be
another cause of perplexity,

A despatch from Port Huron, Mich.,
says that trade in that town has been seri-
ously affected of late as a consequence of

‘the excepfional vigilance of Canadian cus-

toms officers and detectives, who have heen
successful in exposing numerous smuggling
operations on a small scale by citizens of
Sarnia, and wuleting the offenders in heavy
fines, The reperts may be exaggerated, but
they serve to call attention to a phase of
the working of a high protective tariff which
is not usually sufficiently considered. We
refer to its effect in fostering dissimulation
and blunting the edge of that nice sense of
honour which cannot be too assiduously
cultivated. No one who knows anything
about the matter doubts that in spite of all
the vigilance of officers a large amount of
smuggling ia done, not only by unprincipled
hucksters who make a business of it, but by

respectable, and in all other matters "
citizens, Indeed, it is no uncommo?
to meet with people esteemed by the®!
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“ Protestant Protective Association, ™~
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