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and the eyés of mothers, Wives, and, oisterse were filled,
ih tears for those Who fell on thé bâtte -field.' And the

grief cf these wae deep and; poignant'as "that.,of hpi :wh

wore the royal Crown. Nature is no étèp-mother iu: lier
gifs o afecton.No rilian itoyý "gained . Y b1l'.

ever came withiout *bringing.: wi it biter màoxning.ý For
it makes desolate rnaày heaiths- and hôë 1es", 1and' pnt' an
anguish in- the"'soul of the 'bereaýved too deep> and,. dreadfuil

for utteranc.e. Iluman life and lacerated. affections

these a.reih th prices Whicli have been pai.d for vi ct or ies o, à
the batie field from, atid long before, the days of David
until the present hour. In the fallen soldier's'home,
whetlier bis standard lias been victoriois, or- otherwise,
sorrow sets up lier reign. Even while the air is rent with
the celebration of some "gloriouis victory"l-even while the

bans are ringing and the guns are -booming- in triumph
the widow and the orphan are seeking secreoy'and si-

lence to vent their bitter and burning teurs.
The experience of the Crimea lias taught ouir mother

country some empliatie lessons. It bas tauglit >lier that
sotdierin g is no sucli pastime as many person .s m i times of,

peace might'have supposed. It lias shown lier that it is
work most real, most awful, most disastrous. It has pre-

sented fresh and living proof to the eyes -of thé men of

to-day, of the unrnitigated horrors of the war systémi, and
of the danmage Whioh: actual war infficts on ail the proper

interests of humanity. Thus it stands an argument and>
warning against the war-system of the nations. It ie te
the lasting honor of Great 'Britain. that she did flot 'go

hastily into this war. Her cabinet ministèes almost ex-_

liausted the patience of the nation by their endeavois' to

secure the safety of Eûrope without resor t to armes. I amn


