
TH[E NONETARY TIMES Vlm

wlll aise undoubtedly require large quantities of our food-
stuffs.

While it is gratifying te note that the. governnit, by
sppolnting two commnissions, one to investigate abroad and
the. otiier te ce-operate at bomne, is at last taking definite
steps to assiat in developlng the. export trade, y<et very littie
of a permanent character can hoû accomplished in the desired
direction uniess the. manufacturera of the country, individu

alyadcoUlectlvely, take an active interest in the. movemient.
In isiportant, in thie interest of the. Dominion as a iiole,
as weli as ln that of their own, that aggressive stops aliould
b. taken to develop the export trade of the, country te thi.
greatest possible limit.

Prier te the. outbreak of the. war Canada iiad an enormous
adverse trade balance. In 1913 it was over $293,000,000. That
vas a serlous tblag, and was in part duei te the. relatively
litt. attention whlih Canadian manufacturera gave te the.
expet trade. At the. close of the. sat fiscal year the. trade
balance vas in our favor te the exteut of over six hundreti
million doilars Whlk wltb the. resuniption of normali m-
pocondtions, it la altogether unlikely that a favorable trade

balnceto hisextent can b. malntained, yet it mnuet be re-
membiereti, ou the. otiier baud, that the. restoration of normal
eeean shlpping facilities wiii b. greatly beneficlal te the. ex-
port trade, anti particularly viien va conalier thie Goveru-
ment fle.t of steamers now belug constructeti viich wilU b.
avalable for the. purpose.

ALBERTA AGRICULTURE IN4 1918

Grain Cropa Net Geod, but Stock Bias Beea Presemvd-Mlixe
Farmiag la Growlg-Iw..ese iu Values

By Dunen MarhalL

A consideration of agricultural conditions la the. Province
of Alberta for the. year 1918 muet take account of a serles
of ratiier irregular occurrences wbieb have been unfavorable
te indilvidual ares anti wbich have atTecteti total resulta as
fa as a large surplus ef breati grain la coucernod. Naturally

tewheat supply la of the, greatest possible interest anti the.
conaiderable reductlionofthie viieat supply of the, province
bas been mati. wliely known. On the. otiier band, the, wb.at
crop rsult in the. province or the reduction ef the wheat yield

~Ithe seuth la not represtentatlve of crprtrs as a viiole
or ofii ph rovince as a whole. The oundn teature of
the. operations as isen at the end of the. pazt y.ar la the.
great recpative anti adjustive cpity Mf the. industry du.

individuala te requisition the ota unclahueti feeti reources
ofthe rovnc te suppleni.nt the llgbt croi> secureti on cul-

tvto.The. year thatastarteti beti bas turneti out not ao
bal ralmost good.

-a lier. bas beeu carMid on
cil Governuients a vigoreus

oerta, et
crop. N

year on a

&VM4 un

Sin et
ern seci
nrnnt
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The. brinkage wAas due to uinfavorable woather ceuditt

in the occurrence of drotught la the acutheru part of the. p
vinie and frost in the central and northern parts. The gr
of southeru Albierta germinated strougly and well anti
crop at the trne of comlng through the grouxit looketi w
There wore, hoývever, la somne areas very heavy winda wh1
drled out the grud, totally checketi the growth of the. cj
and la soie places were 8<> violent as te blow the. seeti
of tihe ground. Following the perioti of germination th
was ne effective moisture la the soutiiern part of their
vine until about the. Urne of the wiioat harvest .
moisture did not corne soon enougli te redeem the wiieatc:
ln the. soutiieru part of the. province thougii it heipeti te
sonie o! the grain that had survlved the drought on sumu
falloweti ]and. Tiiere m-ere some instances la 'wich yldu
frern twenty-tbree te tw.nty-flve bushels per acre %
secureti. This vas limited wiioily te summer-falloweti 1
Stubble landi was a failure us far as grain production~
concerned.
Cutwcems, Rail anti Prost.

In certain lirnitod areas as la usually the. case la
years the. cutworms did soie danmage. This, iiowever,
not wideapreati. The. Iiinisfail district was penhaps the. yn
wtb this trouble and some fields were seedeti two or Ui
times. Tiir vas practically ne lajury at ail froni bai:
the. province ls er

The nertiieru part Mf the. province iiad its aliare of 1
fortune. On July 2Srd froat occurr.d wiiicb injureti or
stroyeti a large proportion of the. viint. The. frost vas
beaviest that bas occurreti over a perioi of tw.nty y.
It eccurred in tiie nortiieru anti central parts Mf the. prový

as fr soth s Hobem on he algary antir
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affecteti the, wbeat crop dulefly and the. oats andi barley 1
mcii lesa extent The. very early oas that were iu 1
at lhe tume that the frost occurreti wore burt but tii. maje
of the. oat crop vas uot thia far on anti vas net injt
except fer a slIiht oiiecklng of grovh. No doubt theif
affectett smre extent the yielti sud quality of botii 1
anti harle y aud tii. drought vas not eutirely conflued
soutiieru Alberta. Wltii au lacrease of four or five per e
iu area devoteti te oats, vhich vas 2,651,548 acres i
as againat 2,537,900 acres in 1917, anti our average y
estimnateti ut 28.75 la 1918 as against 34 in 1917, our tI
yielti vas 62,947,300 as against 86,288,600, a reductlom
abeut 27 per ceint. in our total returuis la oas. Barley ah
a similar tiecreas., being 8,641,200 last year as agahinst
886,200 lu 1917.

The. occurrence of drougiit anti frost exflalns the. M
tion of the grain surplus in the province, At tiie -êm 1
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