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HON. GEO. A. KIRKPATRICK.

In presenting to our readers
a portrait of the new Licuten-
ant-Governor of Ontario, we
remind our readers of the long
service of  Lieut.-Col. Kirk-
patrick in the active force, and
especially of the warm and un-
remitting interest he has shown
i rile shooting in general
and the Dominion Rifle \sso-
ciation in particular.  As its
President for several years he
had to shoulder a large amount
of the responsibility of s
actions ; but the executive offi-
cers of those years have every
rcason to be proud of their
management. At the various
annual competitors' meetings,
when all grievances  real and
supposed---are discussed and
ventilated, Col. Kirkpatrick’s
knowledge of the details of
the Association work, and un-
failing  courtesy to all, did
much in helping 1o make the
mectings pass off pleasantly,
while at the same time pro-
ductive ot many valuable hints
and ideas.

He held a commission in the
active force for many years,
his latest service being the
command of the 47th ** Fron-
tenac”  battalion. He re-
signed a year or two ago, and is now
on the retired list of Licutenant-Col-
onels. In his recent appointment to
the sccond most important post in the
Dominion, he has the hearty con-
gratulations of the members ol the
Militia.
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LORD ROBERTS ON CAVALRY.

At the conclusion of a recent review
at the cavaley camp at Meerut, India,
Lord Roberts gave an instructive ad-
dress to the officers of the Divison.
After touching on purely local topics,
he spoke as follows :

THE EDUCNTION OF OFFICERS,

Gentlemen, the existing conditions
of military service necessitate that

HON. GEORGE A. KIRKPATRICK,~LIEUT.-COL. R.L,.

oflicers, as in other professions, must
keep themselves up to the highest
modern standard by study, as well as

by a constant practical application of

the theoretical knowledge which study
imparts.  Such being the case I find it
somewhat difficult to advise a body of
officers on any particular points, about
which they can learn almost everything
from the several text books of the day.
Cavalry training and the use of the
cavalry arm have been so claborately
discussed of late years that there is but
little left to be said on the subject.
Still, there are various details connected
with the duties of cavalry which occur

to me as | now address you, and a brief

toeence to these may not be entirely
unprofitable. Wz all know that one of
the most important functions of cavalry
is to gain edrly and accurate informa-

tion regarding: the numbers
and dispositions of the enemy,
and to prevent him, if posslhlc,
trom acquiring like informa-
tion.  So fully is this recog-
nized that the practice of out-
post duty is very rightly looked
upnn as an essential part of
each regiment’s training.

Yet, | venture to aflivm that
however conscientiously  this
duty may be pertm med on the
parade ground, it can never
impart the lesson which it is
meant to teach in the same
practical manner as a few days’
experience at a camp of exer-
cise; for there we find many
of the same conditions as in
actual warfare, the one element
which is wanting, the list of
casualities, being partially sup-
plied by the vivid 1m.u,vmdllons
of the Chief U mpire and his
staft of assistants. It follows
then that for purposes of prac-
tical instruction, it would bhe
desirable  to  have frequent
camps of exercise.  This, irow-
ever, is not feasible, as such
camps are a source of e¢x-
pense, not only to the State,
but in some respects to the
regiments which attend them;
the alternative being that our
Cavalry must preparc them-
selves in cantonments for the work they
will be called upon to perform in war.
Does our present system of instruction
enable both oflicers and men to learn
their duties in so thoroughly efficient a
manner as will ensure their being up to
cvery move in the great game ol life
and death called **outpost duty 2" Iff
not, then | would earnestly recommend
every officer to do what lies in his
power to vary the instruction he gives
to those under his command in such a
manner that the grave responsibilities
of **outpost duty” may be appreciated
by alt ranks.  In speaking of **outpost
duty,”” 1 do not refer only to the work
of 'ohs'crvinq the movements of an
enemy and of regarding his advance,
but to the many spu.ml dutizs which
devolve on cavalry in time of war.
For instance, the oflicer commanding «a



