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Th'le announicement of the very serious
illriess of (George WVilliani Curtis, editor cf
Éle .Spirit ofihe Times, and the fatber of
sp)ort in Ainerica, as lie lias been calied,
w~ili be received with universal re<ee by
athictes throughout the D ouminion.

Mir. Curtis galiied widespread rciîown
in fils yeuniger d-Iys, as ant adîlete of' no
xneaii abîiîty, anid for >'ears past lias iieen
acceîmted as ari ac-olde auibority
frn ail niatters of sportb.

Mr. Curtis is onvy ini the pîrimie ofl life,
55 ycars cf age, and if .)ie cari judge fr mn
the records of is work as anl aiblete,
nusl ble gifted witb) a constitution of' iron,

wbîci tighit to en ible hlmii to successilîl-
ly %vithstand the attacks cf amîy (irdimiry
iliness, and 1 sincercly trust tliat such
mnay be the case iin the prescii instanice.

AT1H I J'l'ICS.
Anyone whu lias cximined thie resuits

of tile coinpetîitons at i ie inetings eft hie
Carladiaii Amîateur Attiletic ssocîaticn
mlust bave been struck by thec Êv'î that a
large inajorily of the priniphal lîrizes are
annually carried away by the mleimbers cf
crie or tivo athîletic organizations froin thie
United States

1 wouid flot hîave the sIi,1,ltest objuction
to urge agîîtltii, nîtîcl a,; 1 îîiit re-
gret !t, il* I cîtild tink thiat tlie reîlreesetit-
atives of' these a-ýsx'iat lons were Coin 1ictiflg'
oni ail e(t al footing~ agairst tlle lipreselnt-
atives froîin ouir owri associaitions, huit i l.-
ont cf the question (o atteein toî iaîiîliin
mu<'h a positien for a iiinîienit, and 1 cati-
]lit sce any reaso!i wituver l'or alewmvng
tlle pi 'ictic to contimlt.e.

1 xnmiw' tliat niain' of olir aîbltes '%'ill
be aiverse t(> excluding fruîin our meetings
a îî> aimateur, no iîILter %vliure fi'euî, anîd
%viii :cout, and 1 b ssîl ill'. sucer at thie u lea

etbheint, afrald of ou tsiuders. I ar Illeart-
il>' %vithIitli in i ts vic% of the inatter
as a genei'aI p neil e, bu t cîrtuistari('es
alter cases, an~d 1 îiuk t1iis is a circum-
stanlce wlîich l'air!' ent itles tim t alter
tîmeir rules--uiax, 1 iill go fuirther anid say
Iliat il is tliit' dfut>' iii Ille inueresîs et local
athîletic ilitercul s ilai thcir ridecs Ini this
resp ect shoîîid Il- chlin'e(

'l'lie ailletes wilo ami' ýually invade ouir
Doiioncî art iepreselitalives cf two or
three lirg,: orguîizl.iens ini the United
Suitîes, f'i mn N'hîeiîi îu'e are te ail inieiit>
amnd lmîrl tses juie e a mi [la o nt ini
lhe s! m-Itcst dcgree cuti ied 1<) the' claiiî
C aIiat,''î . 'lis'iiei r lilela.lly kL1mt

1w an d for thle v'ari mus ciii ls 'vhtese ('t lurs
thîey wcar. 'Iheiir e.xpenies aIl] ov'r tîme
c.tiiituy are biorne l'y tIhe ('111b, î!;eir
t r' i ners are p revid ed tbeîîi liy thle Cluîb.
'iey anc Lind(er soute te. iii of agrecîemîit
%v'miîtht LCluîb, as lia.s iîeni aliosî coni-

ciusiv,.dy dem'm-nstrated by the fracas that
lias occurred wlier a inber has gone
over froîn one club to another. It cari
hard' lic imagiried that they surrender
themseives so completely to the club and
trainer as they do for the greater part of
the yeàr unliess they receive recompense
for their tiîne and labour, and it may flot
be uiireasonable to assume, then, that
there is sonme grouin for' the iînpresion
that expenses aie Cigured on a sufticiently
liberal basXs to cover a remuîierative hon-
oraritini.

Thlese clubs fiîîd it to their advanitage
to keep timese men, as the li()nouri they
sLcure xviIi bring ren-.ýwîî to the cliti) they
represent, and tend iargeiy to îîîcrcasc the
tllutmi)ersi p, as ymung meni naturaiiy 1 ike
to he ýoiiînecte(l with a club that lias a

cpAationi fo: t lrii!ii4 out u~datiete.,,
in î)refcnemce to o ne whose mninbers
may be c0ntiil>arativcly unknown.

Aietics have nul reached this stage
in Caniada, and 1 hope ir will be long
before thev' do, for my belief is, that the
effort to al)normally (leveloJ)e a few, and
put thei far and aiway ahc'ad of the large
body of comp>titors, has a tendency to
d 1i'oUra.te tlle inajority, and induce thlein
t() lecome si)ctatois ratier ti,n pa~rtici-
l)ators. As a ('onse<iuence the nuinher of
good average ail rouind nien is redticcd,
ti order to encourage a féw lvers for each
l)arti:ular event.

Un(ler tiiese circuînstanccs 1 claitil it is
a mistake te openi our Fields to mnen 'vhîo
bave bc'ei trained as nu amateur, if lie is
a l'O/Id fi fe amiateuir :îc-orcîn' to the spirit
as well as the letter cf the law", cati train

ati at it is puttîng, <ur men, who trait
aîs amateurs ulsîng the word ti its ordinary
sense, irc exî>ected to train, in a flilse
V siti' n to mlake thecm compcte agai îwt
mnen %vlo lev(>tc tîmeir %viiole tunie to the
rack track.

Th'lv. a11111i1 g-e i.ral iii 'cting of th-2
WeokeckA. A. A, xvas h-A.hliast week

anîd ii tie niuiner of lialus on Ille varù >us
C<>liliitCCSstruck fo>r the eîîsîitit, year is

a faîir indication of thie interest taken ti
the instituionî it ou-gti. te b-, orle of the
liiost l)rospei'oiJ clubs ini tlie CoUntry.

Cricket A\ssociationl is onc %v>rîhy of en-
coilragenieni, and 1 hocpe it înay l)C car-
ried to a sui-cesstil issue.

'l'le sclicinc enii ites frotii the i>rain
of thme Se(crutai-) of ilime Ontario ( ricket

*Assaciation, an(l re:flccts credit uio thaï
gentlemuan IL %vill, liovecr, rt'(uire more
tliaîî tdie sugg'esio front10 nu i if j il Is t) lie
carried te a successful <'encu,ïi<n.

O f c!ra sort of hyp n'îîd cal,
seIIi xistent sort cf in ass n'îatl"il can

* li evoked with b)ut littie 1 Ilîir, but il
ans' vitality i-ý te Ile put lit tiu organiza-
tion it wiil calt for cncrgy, tact, and ahîl-
ity on the pa:rt cf soine one in(iivitlual

for aftcr ail, the <ailure or success of asso-
ciations of this cliaracter, where the nieni-
bers are se wideîy scattered, and inter-
course so infrequent, is iargely dependmît
uI)of the one ni upon whomi the generai
mianagemenît devolves.

If thie sccretary of such an asýsociation
performis his duties in the perfuinctory
nariner whichi alas! too often occurs, thec

association nmight as well flot exist, bumt il
he wîill go into it with a w~ilI and not
depend upon bis comnuitm.ee for ideas and
suggestions, but fornîulate sciiemes for
themui, and lie prepared to carry tlien
througiî by bis own uinaided individuality
îw'len al)iroved of, then lie inay put a
new lifc into the gaine tbroughout the
I oininioî.

TI'ere are two ver>' ess;ential necessarie-,
for the garne cf cricket, witb either cf
wbich the wieldurs cf the willow in the
D onminionî are flot overlurdened-îime
andl money. A match gaie o)f cricket
cails for more titue than !>rol)ally a' iy
other gaine î'layed, and the time requîircd
te) witness a gaie deters ni îny frein at-
tenlditmg as spectator.,. T'his initerferes
w~îiîh the receîpts at the gale and increases
the Cxpemîlses et the cluW'. Mii ini b)115-
ness or offices (-,aî %viîi diicuiîy spar'e the
limie nccessarv for praclîce, and wheiî
gailles are arranged wi1îh otlier clubs are
dcîcrred frei taking part on1 acceuint cf
the expense, wiiich the gate otit to
delray but ducs net.

At one Lime c'ricket flbtmrish.cd îlîrough-
outt F:isterî C:aniada, and :\oîîtreaî, Qu)îe-
bec, S'ierlbrooke and e her to'vns could
l)oas't eif clevens cai)alC etof aii<
good stand agairist anyýthiingi on thle ('t tr-

tinlent. 
1

No%« the gainle appecars alimost dcýad
lietwceii 1 lalîfax amtd Ottawa, and -ýny
vitaliîy Ini it is ini the Wetst. 'llie (lit
(,biîebec anîd Minreai Clubs)ý, wlîese
streîîgîb was at oc tîmie foridalae
wherever they aîpceared, îî. )%w sent on!y ti)
exîst in naine. More is thie lnty. IL t i
Ve:r>'easy teolet a C11u1) ruil dOwnV, buit a
ver), dit!icuit ittr to brîîîg it III agaîin.

C U l' 1, 1 N G.
Oi' uinusiially miiid wviier bas tl us far

î)rev'emted i o'arîes of the " reari nggîmc
fi'e'îî p>1rticî pal iig i n tlîcir fav< tmrite is-

.'\ltiu>îîl.,Iî it is nit utiîsiiaî for ctirlers ini
O ntario and die Maîritimne Pi > în'es te bc!
<>lli-e<l te) %ait until ater N'ew Vear's l'or
Jack I'rot te !)r('lare ilheir riîks for theti,
il is an oc"im'reix c 'w'u'b e'ertaxes the
mi'iii,ý oyf the eidest irihalîtarit ini (Pec
for the %vielders of thîe besoin te be utiable
te uise their "saes i or ai) ait Christ-
nias, anîd alitiot iriduces on-,t bhelievt:
that thecre miax I m senie gyround for the Af
reîieate<l assertion iliat mir seasons are
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