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tically entirely by lîinself, thec acivantages to be derived froni
returning once again to the hospital and laboratory can only but
bc of immense advantage to hlmii.

he progress oui profession is miaking in educationalrmatters
oughit to bc a source of great gratification to uis ail. The pi*e-
limiinary education required of our students prior to entering
on the study of medicine, compares favorably witii the Old World,
indccc, we even ask more of themn than ini nany other places. The
elevation of the standard of education tends to elevate our pro-
fession and to drawv to its ranks a better class of students, and
providing the standard is îlot raised too suddenly and beyond
our requirenients, no harni can corne of it. Widierever possible,
a liberal education shoulci always precede professional education
and training. That is, a studentt should be a Bachielor of Arts
before lie enters the medical departrnent of the university. A
liberal education fosters mental alertness andi readiness of mind;
it broadens one's :,ympathies and one's outlookc upon if e and
the %vorld; it stinîulates the imagination and enables a nian to
adjust iîimself niore easi-ly and quickly to new conditions andi un-
expecteci conmplications; and it increases one's know'ledge of
hiunian niature-a most essential knowleclge for the medical man
to possess. he student wlio is liberàiiy educatcd, who lias
imiagination and originality, xviii neyer be in -danger of regyardingc
hiis deg ree in medicine as niereiy a l'read-and-butter dlegree. To
do his work honestly anci well is his first consideration. I-is in-
corne, thoughl a very important consi-deration, -%vil ever be a
secondarv consideration to the nman of wisdomn and honor. He
who puts incomie flrst wvill îîever achieve success in the best sense
of that mnuch abused w\ord. I cannot too strongly impress this
fact upon my young friends. Nor can I impress upon themn too
strongly the liecessity of bcing readin- mnen, ilot only now, b)ut
ail through-i tlîeir lives. The gif t for readirig is a priceless gift.
Fewv have it by nature, but fortuiîately it can be acquire-d. The
wvor1d's great men have invariably been great reade~-s. T.-, be
weii read, not only in one's profession or business, but in general
literature, as weii, to, know the great writers of old time and the
wise ones of to-day, gives a distinction and a cliaracter ta a mnan
which cannot be othcrxvise attained. It is one ot the- greatest
antidotes, tao, of premature ol'd fageyisni of which I know. A
doctor's lif e is apt to be a distracting ane unless lielhas a firmn hold
on his mental nîachincry, if I niay use such a 1?phrase. I-e is
callcd hither and thither at ail hours of the da-y and nigzht, and
uniess lie determines to rea-d a certain amiou't cach day, and

260


