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'NEWS OF THE WEEK.

" 'I'he following is the substance of the news brought
- by the Asia, from Liverpool, the 1st inst. :—

¢“The aspectof the war has undergone an entire
change, and it isdiflicult to foresee what new compli-
cations mnay arise. Austria is ready to march her
200,000 meu into the principalities, thus interposing
_ between the combatants, aud preventing further hos-
- lilities there. .
¢ The Anglo-French force is now at Varna, prepar~
_ ing, it is supposed, for an expedition, under Arnaud
in person into the Crimea. The whole Russian Army
of Occupation is falling back in good order with all
s stores, The garrisons of Ismail, Gallacha, &e.,
_ace already on the march to the Crimea, and all dis-
poaable furces will immediately follow, as it js ex-
_.pacted to be the next battle field. Nicholas is on his
way to the Crimea.
¢ Sir Charles Napier bad concentrated his whale
*Jorce in the Baltic, 25 miles from Cronstadt, the 27th
..June, in a manner that would indicate an attack.—
faur British steamers had bombarded Vomarsnere,—
~The whole ssa will be blockaded from the 1st of
- Augual”’ :

——es.

THE CHOLERA.

It would be as faolish to attempt to conceal the
“'fact, that this disease is amongst us, a< it would be
wicked to exaggerate the extent to which it prevails.
; Ia the absence of any oflicial-information, it is suffi-
‘cient to state that, for some time past, there have
t‘been a greal many cases, of which many have ter-
minajed fatally. At the same time, we believe that
'+ may state that, within the last few days, the di-
‘sease has considerably diminished both in quantity
‘and intensity. ’ -
" Tt is too late now, and would be perfectly unavail-
ing, to speculate as to the precautions that might,
.or should, have been taken against the dangers of the
~epideric. In spite of the reproaches of some of our
city papers, we believe that from an early period of
the spring, the attention of the civic authorities has
‘been directed lo the subject; and that they bave, to

abe best of their abilities, endeavored to repair the

weglect of former years, by cleansing and purifying
“our streets and back lanes, But this is a task not to
‘be accomplished in a few weeks. The City of Mont-
real is badly laid out ; much o_f' it bailt on low swam-
‘py ground ; and its drainage is Fhoroughly defective,
“A town laboring under such disadvantages will al-
ways be a favorite resort of fevers and epidemics ;
nor will sweeping and watering the surface of its
streets be of much avail to prevent the ravages of
disease. What we chiefly stand in need of, is, a
thorough system of -draibage, by which the contents
of the numerous -stagnant pools, which now pollute
{he air, may be effectually carried off.  Well would

* it have been for Montreal if; instead of encumbering

the earth with many an unsightly mass of masonry, a
fewr thousand pounds had been devoted to getting rid
of “the nomeless abominations with which its surface
54 covered. Until Montreal be properly drained, it
aever can be a healthy city. . ‘ o .

" "Our object, however, in alluding to the subJect.to-
day i not to find fault with the present, or preceding,
Clarporations ; uor. yet to criticise the ‘architectural
epormities upon whichi so wuch of the eivic funds
have been expended ; but rather to offer a few re-
yaarks suitable to the occasion, and which naturally
present themselves to the mind of the Christian, who
jn every event which befalls the children of men re-
dogiiise's';. the band of a just, but, at-the same time,
‘an, ever-loving Father, who if He chastens, yet re-
. membereth mercy in His chastening. )

“ Health and'sickness are from the Lord; in His
hands are theissues of life and - death. - Stupendous
must be that folly which fails to recognise in the af-
flictions wherewith we are yisiled, the punishment due
to our sins 3 and which turns ot to. Him, first and’

" above all, .for deliverance from the calamities which

the iniquities of men have provoked the Holy Oneto

U iafiet s c‘c,_’By.Lhy‘goodness’.’:—-says ‘the Collect ap-.
" point
&ose by thy thercy.”  And, in spite of: the sneers
- of ‘the ;worldling and sceptic, such willever-be the
“faith’an

¢d by the Church for seasons of general distress
‘deliver us from this pestilence, thal.men may be
ible such scourges proceed from thy anger, and

comfort of the Christian. ! As the physical.
wy, by‘which this world-is ‘governed; are:from God,
‘certainly ‘0o more {obe violated “with “im-
sffyan - ave ‘His poral:Jaws ;- antl’ he who  dis-
‘Fotognises -the divine authority of  the latter,
S -that.account be prone to. esteem:lightly,
¢ ‘precepts of the “other. All: that
.nds.for, -is~=that we mustnot al-
~*he 50" exclusively:directed - to

t

" And "the Christian’s’ hope, his sure refuge in' all

time of trouble. In this faith does he find freedom.
from those fears and perplexities which, in moments of
danger, assail the disbelievers in an especial and over-
ruling. Providence, which numbereth all the_ hairs of
our heads—which taketh count of all our necessities.

humble Sister of Charity in their ministrations by the
bedsides of the siclk and 'dying—this which consoles

the grim king of terrors—teaching him to Took up to
Him who, by His death, has overcome death’and the
grave; and which inspires the Apostle’s song of tri-
emph—¢ Death is swallowed up'in victory. O death
where is thy victory ? O death where is thy sting 7
This belief in an overuling Providence will -be
found likewise one of the best preservatives of health ;
as guaraateeing him who possesses it against those
fears. which too often predispose to the reception of
disease. A calm and quiet state of mind—unattain-
able by any human system of philosopliy—is the best
preservative against the danger of infection: and
this he alone can truly enjoy, whose trust is in God.
It is religion—and the Christian relizion only, that
teaches man how to face danger without dismay,
and without those vain and sickening bravadoes in
which some delight to indulge, but which invariably
denote the craven heart. And this leads us to an-
other topic upon which we would venture to offer a
word of advice. o
It is stated, and we fear with a good deal of truth,
that, since the first appearance of the disease, num-
bers who heretofore had led temperate and abstemi-
ous lives, have foolishly taken to the dangerous, im-.
moral, and pernicious habit of dram drinking ; some,
in the idea that in spirituous liquors, resides a certain
prophylactic virtue ; others, to drown care, and to
get rid of those uneasy sensations which the sight of
death is apt to produce in the Losoms of the habitual
contemners of God’s holy laws. To the latter, we
have nothing to say. Their’s is a case for the priest,
and to his ministrations we would leave them. But
to the others, to those who fancy that intoxicating
drinks can, in any degree, ward off the attacks of dis-
ease, we would beg to say a few words of remon-
strance against this dangerous, and altogéther un-
founded delusion. In certain stages of ihe disease,
stimulants may, for aught we know,be resorted to,
with beneficial resuits: but as a general rule for
persons in health, there is none better than a strict
temperdnce in eating and drinking, and a totdl absti-
nence from all fermented er alchololic drinks. - At the
best of times, their use 1s not, to all men, absolutely
necessary ; and in seasons of epidemic - their use is
aften fatal, and almost invariably predisposes to the

in the atmosphere the disease is attribited. We
would say then to all—avoid for the present all in-
toxicating beverages, or use them only uader the
prescription of your medical advisers. Pure water
is the best and most wholesome beverage, If afraid
of impurities, then boil your water, which will have
a far better effect towards removing them, than mix-
ing it with spirits which are too generally iinpregnated
with all manner of impurities, and noxious compounds.
Next to a humble reliance on God’s protecting care,
temperance, cleanliness, and moderation in all things,
are the best and surest preservatives against the
ravages of the disease with which it has pleased the
Lord to risit us. :

THE SCHOOL QUESTION.

We copy from an Upper Canadian Reform paper :
< [n reference to the Separate School system, as al-
lowed under the present School Law, and defended
by Dr. Ryerson, we beg to record our dissent in {olo.
We have never approved of this principle—have Jook-
ed apen its introduclion into our Cemmon School sys-
tem as one of the greatest errors now existing in 1he
law. * . * . ¢ .
¢ We believe that on no subject affecting the ge-
neral interests and welfare of the people of Upper:
Canada, are the Reformers of the Province so generally
agreed asin condemming the Sectarian School princi-
ple > and this being the case, we cdn only wonder that
they shiould have so long quietly submitted to ils ex-
istence npon the Statute Book.”—ZLamblen (C.W.)
Observer. : . -
Tn the above confession of faith, as to the general
sentiments of the Reformers of Upper Canada upon
the separate school system, we have an excellent re-
ply to the question propounded a short time since by
the Canndien :— - ' L

¢ Can it be, that the Catholic majority of Lower
Canada are more just, and. liberal, towards the Pro-
testant minority, than are the Prolestant majority of
Upper Canada, towards the Catholic minority®*?”
A Reform and Liberal journal assures us that.it is.
so—ithat there is no subject upon Which the Reform-.
ers and Liberals of Upper. Canada are so generally,
agreed, as in their opposition to the separate school
system, by which the Catholics of the Upper . Pro-
vince are placed-upon the same footing as-are the
Protestants in the Lower. We accept this testimony
of ourLiberal cotemporary; and though we" admit-
thiat, in spite of their Liberal principles, there "are
isome exceptions—that there are some Reformers,
‘who would readily accord to the Catholi¢ minority'in
the Upper Provinte, the same . privileges as are.en-
joyed by the Protestant minority in the Lower—we
have mo doubt that the most. dangerous enemies- to;
the cause of Freedom of Education o Catholics, are
to be'found amongst the ranks:of the Protestant i+’

2

beral, or Reform ‘party’;-who; wilh the wiost

'

]

|'School Tiaws in' that section of ‘the Province ; as’ it

It is this faith which animates the Catholi¢ priest and’

and strengthens the departing Christian in the last.
dread moments ; which gives bim the victory over.

reception of the poisonous malaria, to whose presence |

|so'iacompetent fo il

vellous ‘inconsistency, not 10 say hypocrisy, in" one.

| breath shout,. “No S{glé_ig!l}l‘l‘ggh;li;sm_.‘f" Hurrah for

‘State-School-ism.”? .- , , R

"1t is’this illiberality of Protestant Liberalstowards

the Catholics of Upper. Canada, that: constitutes the”
great - obstacle ‘to -the satisfactory ~working' of the
is to the absence of any such feelings, amongst' the
Catholic majority of Lower. Canada towards . their
Protestant fellow-titizens, more, éven: than to any
provisions of the School Law.-itself, that.the success-
[fuloperation. of the separate school system in Liower
Canada - must be - attributed. - Thereis no class of
politicidng’ in this section of the Province,’ perhaps
scarcely - two individuals-amongst our “Catholic po-
‘pulation to'be found, who desire'to deprive the, Pro-
testant minority of their right—for it 1s'a 7ight, not
a favor—to bave separate schools- for the education
of their children, Neitherin Parliament,nor at the

separated brethren ; and so far from seeking to de-
prive them of aught that they enjoy, we are confi-
dent that the general feeling amongst all classes of
Catholics, is, to accord to them every lacility for the
establishment of schools of which they conscientionsly
approve, and to give to all the clauses of the School
‘Act, % such large, beneficial and liberal corstruction,”
-as- was intended by the framers of the law.—7Vide
School Act for Loter Canada, sect. 55.

Unfortunately, for the peace of the country, for
the interests of education, and the rights of the Ca-
tholic minority of Upper- Canada, a spirit the very
reverse of this, obtains in that section of the Pro-
vince. Upon no subject are Protestant Liberals so
generally agreed as in opposition fo these clauses of
the Upper Canada School Act that accord the right
to the Catholic minority to have separate schools for
the use of their children. The very same principle,
which by the Catholics of Lower Canada is recog-
nised as just towards the Protestant: minority, is re-
pudiated by the Protestant majority of the Upper
Province, when Catholics demand its application in
their behalf. Lo this monstrous illiberality, and dis-
gusting inconsistency, of Protestant Liberalism, must
be attributed, in 2 great degree, the failure of all le-
gislative measures to relieve the grievances of which
the Catholics of Upper Canada complain. Tle cause
of the evil is social, and therefore not to be removed
by legislative enactments. oo

At the same time, it must be admitted that the
law itself is both miserably defective in its provi-
sions, and badly administered ;. evils, and injustice
proceeding from these causes can be remedied by
Statute, and the equitable and impartial action of
the Government. Seeing then, how illiberal are the
general sentiments of the Proleslant majority to-
wards them, Catholics have the right to demand
that the Legislature and Executive shall do all in
their power, by wise and just laws, to mitigate the
injurious results of an unjust pupular prejudice. This
they have not done; it is of Liis we complain, aad
most justly complain. N R
We lay it down as incontestable, that, as before
the law, Catholic and Protesiant stand on, the same
level—that, in the matter of education, and assis-
tance to their schools, the Catholic minority of the
Upper Province, are entitled to every privilege
enjoyed by the Protestant. minority in the Lower—
and that until these equal rights and privileges be
accorded, the Catholics of Canada should never
cease from agitating, and should oppose every Gro-
vernment that does not make justice, full and,imme-
diate justice, to the Catholics of Upper Canada,
part of its ofllcial programme. Tt is only by pursu-
ing this' policy of % Independent Opposition ” that
Catholics will ever attain their ends.  They will get
as much justice from their rulers as they can wring
from them by force. What they can take, and that
only, will be accorded to them. . '
 'Wecan quote high authority oo, in support of
our claims—The Rev. Mr, Ryerson himsell adinits

them.—Schoo! Report,p. 21:— e

s Religions thinorities in school municipalities of
Lower Canada have the protection and allernative
of a separate school; and those minorities (being
there chiefly Protestant) attach’ imporlance 10 this
provision. Religious minorilies in” Upper Canada,
whelher -Protestant or Roman Citholic, cannof be fuirly
denied thut relalive polection or right which, under the
same Legislature; they enjoy in Lower Canada.”
And then, with tree Protestant inconsistency, the
Reverend gentleman immediately advocates the re-
taining the onerous provisions of the present.School
Laws as— ' ‘ o
«The only eflectnal method of eausing the ultimate
discontinuance and abandonment of separate schaols :>
schools, whicl in the preceding paragraph, he lad.
admitted, “could not be fairly denied” to the
Catholic minority. Ob! excellent logician. -Oh'!
most upright legislator. You admit a right;and, in
the same breat, youadvocate a course of legislative
action; cffectually calculated to prevent its enjoyment
by those to whom it < cannior be fairly denied.”—
Well, and with justice, may the Catholics of Upper
Canada, complain of the persons to whom' the ad-
minisiration of the School Laws is confided..  What
would the Protestants of Lower Canada say—low
would the Protestants of Upper Canada act—wera
Dr.. Meilleur—who Lolds in the Lower Proviice
the situation occupied by the Rev.:My. Ryerson in'
the Upper—were the Catholic Chief Superintendent:
of Idueation oflicially to recoinmend ihe contintiance.
of certain.provisions in the Loiver Canada School
Laws—as “the only effectial method of :causing:
the ultimate, discontinuance and nbandonment of Pro-
Igstant separate sehools?” - Woulid not- ouriLiberad:
.Protestant. Reformers - be  Jond- and' instant ‘in’ tléic-
demands:for his‘dismissal froin “an. office}" whicl”he
was 56 iiniworthy- to'liold~"whose ‘functions "be’ wa

hustings—neither at public meetings, nor in the Press’
—has a voice ever been raiséd against this right of our

1t s trdes that-in the Lower ‘Canada Schoollaws
there:-are :no' provisions- calculated ‘to Bring ' abont
4 the!ultimate: discontinuarice and abandonment : of
Protestant separate ‘schools;” because, ‘iu’ framis
those-lairs,'it never' entéredr into “the minds of our
Catholic” legislators that'it was _desirable to imposa
any such‘a_burden. upon, their fellow " citizens ;. te
whom, though of-.a totally different religion; they al-
ways cheer{ully accordediequal rights as citizens.~
The Lower Canada- Scliool laws have ‘been frawmed
with “the " niost’ scrupulous ‘regard to the rights ‘of
conscience ; and in them'the two pridciples have-beea
fully established—that the State has not the right 1o
tax any of its subjects for the support of a system of
education to which they are conscientiously opposed
‘—and that the State is bound, if it furnishes assistanea
to one class of its subjects to educate their children,
to furnish equal assistance to all. Would to Ged
that these sawe truly enlightened and liberal prinei-
ples had been recognised hy the framers of the edw-
cational laws for the Upper, and Protestant section
of the Province. : i

But we have trespassed long enough on our read-
eers’ patience for. this week.  We have shown—ia
the first ‘place,-and from the confession of a Pro-
testant -advocate’of Liberal and Reform principles,
that' the Protestant Reformers of Upper Cansda
are almost universally hostile tp Freedom of Eduea-
tion for Catholics, and determined to deprive them,
if possible, of their separate schools. In the secoud
place,—that the chief officer to whom the administra-
tion of the at present existing laws is confided, is
equally opposed to separate schools for the Catholie
minority ; and “openly exercises all his influence to
effect their discontinuance, and abandonment. We
purposeie our next to show wherein the School Laws
of Upper Canada differ from those of the Lower
section of the Province; and in every instance to
the disadvantage of the Catholic minority. Then,
though we cannot ask the Government to impart to
the Protestants of Upper Canada more just and
liberal sentiments, we shall have the right to demand
from our. Legislature such laws, and from the Exe-
cutive such appointments to situations under those
laws, as shall most effectuaily protect the interests
of tle Catholic minority,from the hostile aggres-
sions of the illiberal Protestant majority.

THE MONTREAL FREEMAN AND THX
RESERVES.

‘We have no design to bandy hard names with the
Montreal Freeman, nor do we intend to indulge in
personalities against either its proprietors, or its edi-
tors. - We purpose merely to offer a few remarks in
reply to its attack upon the TRuE WirnEss.

Our cotemporary feels aggrieved because; in owr
last issue, we said—that, the editor of the Montreal
Freeman, being a Protestant, ¥ we had no right to
‘expect that he should altogether refrain from mani-
lesting his bostility of .everything truly Catholic.”—
Now, if the editor of the Freeman will positively
assert that he is not a Profestant, we will, in our
next, admit our error; but if be does not, we shall
still hold that he is one ; and therefore, if an honest
man, and not a hypocrite, or mere hireling seribe,
that he thinks, wriles, and argues as a Protestant,—
With anything worse than consistent Protestantism,
we certainly have not taxed our cotemporary ; and
for- this we do not deem it necessary to offer him any
apology.

Qur cotemporary claiims—we knew not upon what
grounds—that the Freeman is © conducted in the in-
terests of Irish Roman Catholics.” (By the bye,
how comes it that the Freemuan can never say ¢ Ca-
tholics,” at once?  There are not £20 kinds of Ca-
tholics, and therefore the employment of the quali-
fication “Toman,” is not only useless, but a meaa
and contemptible truckling to Protestant prejudices ;
a concession which every honest and true hearted
Catholic scorns, though otherwise, to the use of the
.word ¢ Roman,” he-would have no objection ; but
this is a digression.) Claiming then to write in tha
interests of Irish Catholics, our cotemporary calls
upon us to produce proofs of his hostility to Catbo-
licity. We answer him, that these proofs may be .
found in the policy which he—in common' with the
Globe, the Bontrenl Gazette, the Montreal Wit-
ness, the Orange Lily, and others, the most furiona
anti-Catholie .journals of Canada—advocates on the
¢ Clergy Rescrves” question. Whilst edited by =
Catholic genlleman, whilst'truly conducted in the
interests of Irish Catlolics, and worthy of their con-
fidence, the Montreul Freeman pursued a very dif-
ferent course. Then ‘it waimly espoused the very
policy which it now as warmly. condemps. It isnot .
therefore to-day, what it was then; and if then, it
was conducted in a Catholic spirit, to-day, as beiog
conducted in a totally different spirit, we must con-
‘clude that it is conducted in 2 Protestant, or -Anti-’
Cultholic spirit ; not so much indeed from any il wilt’
towards Catholicity, as from a terider regard to the-
interests of Ministers; and their understrappers. ‘To
{hese interests .there are alas! too many’ sell-called
Catholics, who would ; sacrifice -the best and dearest
interests of ‘their Church. . .» . Co
But let us, instead of personaiities, condescend for
one moment to argument ; aud first ‘let us st':ite"ﬁrg--"
cisely. the question, :asit'stands betwixt the Tnux
Wirness, and the Montreal Freeman.. o
- It-is simply. this==Should Catbolic ‘voters take anm’
active part i brigging about the total .confiscationof
Protéstant enddwments, npon-the plea that all;Stite © .
assistance; .in " aid of religion, or'the' supportof:ite
Ministry, is.evil, and-should be abolished? = ="
- The. TR ‘W1iTNESS. contends that they  should
not ; the. Montreal Lreeman, the Canadien, and
otliers; coniténd that théy should. " For (
advocate; We assign the following reason:
.That i’ Catholig; ¢an; without set

in msdf

{ia opposition to'kis' Church; proclaim -hitasell Tk ‘ad="-
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