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(BY FATIER RYAX.)

Wooannot resist the temptation to lay before
our readers the latest, and one of the most. power-
ful, of the splendid poems of tlie American poet-
priest, Father Ryan. It s a terrible strain, and
meet ag a requiem for. the viotims of yellow
fever:— .

Ah! Days so dark with Denth’seclipse!
A\\&oe !;w. rc]:.q_\lvc; !ls woe m-g ‘}glig -
nd the his are ages -
From brefklng hearts, thro’ paltid lips
Oh, my God ! woe are we'!
Trembileth the niourner’s song—
A blight is falling on the falr,
and Hope is dying in despair,
Aud Terror walketh everywhere.

All the hours are full of tears,

Oh, my God! woe arcwe!

Grief kecps watch in brightest eyes—

Every heart is strang with fears,

Woe arc wo! wocarcwe!

All the lizhit hath left the skies,
And the Hving nwe-struck crowds
Fee above them only clouds
And around them only shrouds,

Ah!liheterrible farewells!?
Woe arc they ! woe arethey!
When last words sink inlo moeans,
While Hfe’s trembling vesper bells
Oh, my God! woe are we!
Ring the nwlul undertones!
Not a sun inany day!
In the night thine not a ray,
And the dying pass away !

Darl ! so dark! above—below—
Oh, my God! wocare we!
Cowereth every human life—
Wild the wailing : to and fro—
Woe are all! woe arg we!
Death Is victor in the strife:
In the hnt and inthe hall
e is writing on the wall
Dooms for many, fears for all,

Thro’ the cities burns a breath,
Woe are they ! woe are we!
Hot with dead and deadly wrath;
Live anad Love lock arms in death,
Woe are they ! woe are all!
Vietims strew the Speetre’s path
shy-eyed chilitren softly ercep
Where their mothers wail and weep—
Inthe grave their tathiers sleeyp

Mothers walt their prayers on higl.

Oh, my God! woe are we!

With their dead child on thelir breast,

And the Altars ask the sk,

O, my Christ! woe are we!

“ Giive the dead, O Father! ve
Spare thy people ! Merey !
Answer will not cone (o pri
Florror moveth everywhere,

Aud the Temples miss the Priest—
Oh, my God! woe are we!
And thie eradie mourns the child.
Husbaud! at your bridal feust
Woe are you! woeare yoir !
Think how those poor dead eyesismiled :
They will never smile agnin—
Frery tie ixeut in twain,
All the strength of love §s Vidn.

Weep? but tears are weak as foat—
Woe are ye! wovare we!
They but break upon the shore
Winding between Here and Home—
Wae are yeo! woe are we!
Wailing never—nevernore !
Al, the dead ! they are so lone,
Just arrave, and just a stone,
And the memory of o oo,

TPray ? ves pray; for God is sweet—
Oy, my God ! woe are wae !
Tears will trickle into prayoers
When we kneel down at his fect—
Woce are we! woe ure we!
With our crosses and our cares,
He will ealm the tortured breast,
Jle will wive the tronhled rest—
And the dead hie watcheth best,

LLovyD PENNANT,

A TALE OF TIE WEST.

By RALPH NEVILLE, Esq.

(Reprinted from Dugy's HHibernian Magazine.)

CHAPTER IV.—CosTINUED.

«1 sec two vessels clearly,” replied Mike
¢ one has Leen there gince morning, without
apparently moving from ilic same position.
They are, | fear, only lookout frigates, nothing
more.

4 Think you s0? Well,at all events, you
sce he's steering northward, which clearly
shows his intention to remain.”

As each ship passed beneath them, Lord
Edward deplored the loss of such precious time,
and bitterly regretted the fulse position in
which lie found himself placed. #Could T
have been identified, this Grouchy would have
been obliged to act.”

«I doubt it; his manuer was that of a
person who sought cvery cexcuse to evade
a duty, which was cither displeasing on
account of its responsibility, or which he was
determined from other motives should prove
a failure inits execution”

For two nights they slept in thie house of
Darcy’s relation, procecding there after dark,
and leaving before day-break, each carrying
with Lim a sufliciency of vaten Dbread, fresh
butter, and rich cream, on which they feasted
in their hiding-place. During this weary tine
their eyes et no object on the wide waste ot
waters but the same two vessels which they
had discerned on their first mounting the
fower ; they still remained as if motionless in
their original positions. All this time no
British fleet appeared, and it would almost
appear as if the arrival of the French had been
unnoticed. The third day came and with ita
change of weather. The wind bew in wild
gusts, the sky was lowering, and the huge
swell of the Atlantic, which dasbed against
the perpendicular clifts, raised its crested head
above their summits, and sent its drifting spray
clean over thelofty tower in which they stood.
As night approached, the wind, which howrly
increased in violence, blew steadily from the
west, the thunder commenced to growl, and
vivid flashes of lighining occssionally glared
through the pitchy darkness which now over-
spread the ovean.  As they were about to de-
scend, Lord Edward leoked anxiously sea-
ward, * Can you see anything, Mike? 1 think
—tis certain; ves, that Hash enabled me to
'gee two ships—'tis the flect veturning ; may
God pressrvethem ! for their position is peril-
ous on a lee shore insuch a storm: /s this.”

#Yes," interposed Mike, « there, I sce them,
t0o0; and look at the signal light burning on
the opposite side of the bay; it must be the
Y¥rench fleet returning.”

“Terhaps with Hoche! God grant! let's go
down and Lurna light, too.”

“«That,” said Mike, ¢ would be destruction.
they have cvidently an understanding with
some one on shore, to interfere with whosear-
rangements would be disastrous; but let's go
down, we canrender ne assistance.”

Some minutes afterreaching the shore were
passed in breathless silence, ench man striv-
ing to penetrate the darkness; at length a
blue light ascended from almost beneathi
them, and they distinctly sawa ship, evidently
endeavoring to make the harbor.  The signal
wag quickly angwered by other vessels, some
near, some more distant, which left no doubt
that the fleet was returning to its former an-
chorage. The pglare of the signals hnd
scarcely passed away, when an awful peal of
thunder Lurst over their hends, a flash which
followed struck ‘the laboring ship, and the
blaze of light in which 'she was enveloped ex-
posed . her desperate condition fully to their
view. -~ A squall more terrible than any
which preceded it now caught her, she reeled

| as'it wer' bodily-out of the water, flung her on
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her beani ends into the trough of -the sen.
They could hear, even over the roaring of tha
ocean, the ciy of défpair which issued from
the crew ; they could seg, by the light.of the
ianterns, the scamen busily employed in ‘cgf-
ting away the masts; while the wreckjwas fast,
drifting towards the cliff on which they stood’;
another moment ' of sispense, the top hampér
fell overboard, and the ship® was righting,
when 2 huge sca togk her forward, her stem
was thrown up like a cork, and she sank head
foremost in the seething waters. For hours
they watched that dreadful night, accompan-’
jed by Darcy, who not” knowing the cause of
their delay, had come to seck them. They
descended asclose to the sea as the nature of
the shore would permit, but they conld dis-
cern no remnant of the lost vessel ; now and
then, as the moon shone forth for a moment
through the flecting clouds, orthe lightning
flashed more vividly, they could sec the bodies
of the men who perished borne forward by
the waves, erect, with outspread arms, as if
ready to spring upon the shore, and then
sucked back again by the eddy, after having
been dashed against the pojecting rocks.
Phe signal made Ly the other ships became
more and more distant, and at length were
lost to view ; so it was possible thatall the
rest of the feet had succeeded in beating off
shore, and gaining the open sen.

After a sleepless night, the friends had
reached their station in the tower as day
dawned, but nothing was to be seen upon the
sea.  T'liec wind liad fallen. but the swell still
ran high, The ocean still felt the effects of
the storm. They looked anxiously for the
two vessels which they were recustomed to
see, as ifstationary, but they also had disap-
peared,
¢ And so endd our hopes” said Lord 1d-
watd, with « =igh; #a little more courage or
a little more honesty and things would have
gone differently ; onr only chance now rests
on their mecting Hoche”

“And thisis but a poor one, for aftter such a
night those left of th2m may be unequal to
the attempt even if led by such 2 hero”

¢ Look tothe south-westward,” eried Lord
Fidward, hastily.

4 Yey,” said Mike, ¢ I see n ship @ certainly
shie steers this way ;3 all her =ails are set; and
the wind is fair”

The stranger wias watched with intense
anxiety as she rapidly approached, but she
carried no flag which would enable them to
discover her mnationality; she passed the
opening of the bay, close in shore, as if tosce
what it contained, then put about and beat up
until she had gained sufticient ofting ; nale a
signal, which was apparently answered, as
she  immediately ran in and droppeid her
anchor.  Darcy, who had been despatched to
ascertain her character, returned with an as
surance that she was o I'rench sbip, and that
some Irishmen were on boatd.

«Then this is Hoche,” exctaimed Lord Ed-
ward, ¢ let's be off to greet him.”

Tlrere was no shore boat, but Lord Edwud
baving taken off his cloak and lrelmet was
soon recognized.  The tri-color was hoisted
and the Captain's gig was lowered and sent to
fetech them,  loche reccived them at the
gangway with the Irish delegates who accom-
panied the expedition, and after wanuly sm-
braving Lord Edward, conducted him to his
cabin.

+ My dearlord, misfortune seems to dog us ;
delayed for a whole month while the weather
was fine, and the wind favorable. by the
traitors who sold themselves to Fngland,
we were, I may suy, foreed to emnbark when it
blew a hurricane agtinstus: the first night
was separated from the expedition, and what
it's fate has been I know not.”

« Unlortunately, I can give yvou some sad
information upon the subject.”  Lord Edward
then recounted all that had occurred, his in-
terview with Grouchy, the departure and ve-
turn of the fleet, the probable escape of the
greater part of it in the storm, and he con-
cluded by denouncing the General # as cither
a coward ora traitor.”

#« AL said Hoche, sadly, #in that respect

you wrong him; he is capable and daring
when in & subordinate position, but should he,
when in command, be ever placed ina difli-
cult one. his drend of respousibility may rain
the best interests of his country ; T acruit him
of corruption, althongh he was forced upon
me, but on all other hands we have Leen sold.
A curse upon those heartless monsters who
secretly abet the cause of tyranny, and bafile
all our efforts when liberty is really to be
served 3 who exhibit us, the generous soldiers
of France, to a horror-stricken world only as
the spreaders of o political pestilence, who,
while proclaiming freedow, smother it in in-
nocent blood; Lut should the fleet not return
Lere, and I have the good fortune to reach
rest ugnin, be assured that I shall never
cease my exertions until @ more formidable
expedition comes, and that quickly, to your
assistance.”

wlt will arvive too late T fear,” said Lord
Edward, despondingly ; +after this failure,
the Government will force us into unsup-
ported, and, therefore, hopeless rebellion.”

The day was passed in making arrange-
ments for a landing, in case of Grouchy's re-
turn, Lut he appeared 1o more, and next moran-
ing, after warmly, but fruitlessly, pressing
Lord Edward to accompany him. Hoche set
sail, and, unmolested by the Britisly cruisers,
reached France in safely.

#«Now," said Lord Edward to Mike, when
they were landed, ¢ T must to Dublin, come
what may; after this open exposure of our
designs, Government will act without reserve,
and one of two things must happen before any
foreign aid can reach us—they will either
succeed in arresting all the chiefs, and so
stifle the rebellion, or their cruelties and ex-
cesses will compel the people to rise in self-
defense, no matter what the odds against
them. 1 must be upon the spotto warn and
guide the executive commitice, to discoverif
I can the traitor who cvidentlyis ainongst us
to take mensures for an immediate insurrec-
tion, if necessary, und to see that it be con-
ducted in the manner most likely, il not to
command instant success, at least to secure a
prolonged resistance.”

Mounted on the yeomanrv horses, and dis-
guised in cloaks and helmets as before, they
set ont soon after nightfall on their retnrn to
Captain Juck’s ; this time they travelled by
the public road, which made their journey
shorter, although it necessitated their passing
through some villages which lny npon their
route ; but Darcy made inquiries as they pro-
ceeded, and found that the different detach-
ments of yeomanry which had been scattered
over the country were either withdrawn Ly
orders, or had of their own accord retired,
from fear of being attacked by the French,
who, rumor had it, were already landed in
force. Having abandoned their horses some
distance from thcir place of refuge, they lay
concealed in the mountains until next night,
when, on a preconcerted signal from the
Castle, they again took bort and nrrived at
that hospitable mansion where a hearty wel-
come and a comfortable supper awaited them.
He.re they learned that the house had been
twice searched since their departure, the last
tu.ne by police agents from Dublin, who were
still remaining in the county town some five
miles off. Therc was cvidently no time 1o be
lost in quitting this part of the country ; and
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ney the-instatit-she wa

s apprized -oftheit ar-
rival in the .neighBorhood. " 'The lierdsman,
“and his boy Shemesn; had: been ‘Sent off the
“day before with sheep-for Dublin Markt, pro-
fected by the pass obtained. from Capiain
Tiammy; while the blank form dropped by that
gentlémicn” on ™ the carpet; and so  adroitly
‘secured» by Mrs. ‘O'Mahony, was filled up for
thq sgme -persons, the writing in'the body ot
.the paper and the signature being so perfectly
'imitated’as to ‘render detection-impossible,
while the clothes suitable for disguiging Lotd
Edward and Mester Mike were in"regdiness.
There was no occasion for the latter quitting

the country,as, though suspected, he was still

uncompromised, but Lord Edward’s safety and
the form of the pass required that both should

go, as in case of difficulty the-chief conspira-

tor might be in some ways concealed, or occu-

pied, 50 as to escape observation, while Mike,

for whose apprehension no warrant was is-

sued, and whose person was not described in

the ¥ Hue and Cry,” might give the necessary

explanations, and produce the passport wlen

required. ’

It was arranged that the two gentlemen,
travellling by night, and reposing during the
day at friends’ houses, should overtake the
shepherd and his boy the night before they
reached Dublin, and drive the sheep the last
stage of their journey, the real shepherds
joining them on their entrance to the city,

nity in the street, and allowing their repre-
sentatives to retive unnoticed. All went
well, and as the men driving cattle to Smith-
ficld 1eft their Jast halting-place in the even-
ing, so as to reach the market-place by break
of day the following morning, Lord Edward
and Mike. perfectly disguised, set out on their
journey, the latter well versed in all the terms
used by a person in his assumed capacity to
urge on the anmmals in their charge at the
pace necessary to cover the distance they had
to perforn:.

The sun was just sinking in the west when,
reaching a sharp turn in the road, the noble
demesne and proud mansion of Carton burst
upon their view. Lord Edward gazed upon

taking charge at some convenienl oppm-tu-)

o T e T e . -
,t}ie"re{s;ﬂft of t-heir'dqlib'?mﬁ :~, Hé:found that
:Liotd Edward, after an'early dinner, had thrown
himsélf apon his béd to-take . a. shortsleep.
‘While awaiting his awaking, the méster of the
' hoige.occupied the time in showing Mike the
arrangements made for his guest’s immedinte
‘flighit in case of need. - They mounted to the
.atti¢, from whence a smalland well-concealed
door:led:into a similar apartment in’ the ad-
joining house, used as n rag store. There he

pointed ot alarge wicker basket, which.was
kept a-ways attached to the crane uged for

Taising E‘{l‘l'éﬂ:ing down the rags, in which
into the neighboring yard, trom whence he
might easily escape while the oflicers of justice
were scarching his apartments. . '
A projecting angle of the houso in which
he lay protected the basket from being de-
tected in its descent, and opposite in the rear,
wns the high, Llack wall of the Marshalsea
Prison, which effectually prevented observa-
tion from that qnarter; two trusty men were
always at band to work the windlass, so that
unless the seeret door was at once discovered,
nple time would be allowed the fugitive
to reach the ground and evade his enemies.
Whilethey were thus oceupied, an unusual
noisc arose from the strect, the master of the
house ruoshed quickly through the concealed
door, enjoining Mike to await hisreturn. On
looking from the top balustrade of the stairs
lie saw the lower flights crowded with soldiers,
and Lord Edward brandishing a bloody dag-
zer, and strugaling amongst them. Some held
by his legs, while others, forming a circle
aronnd lam, pressed him down with their
muskets, their orders being to capture him, if
possible, alive; while in this helpless condi-
tion lie was wounded in the neck by a drum-
mer.  The hall door had been left open,
whether Ly accident or design is still un-
known, and the soldiers, undelayed by any
opposition, at once rushed upon their prey.
The unfortunate nobleman was completely
surprised : nevertheles, jumping from the bed,
he killed one of his assailants, and continued
gallantly fighting until, twice wounded, and
overpowered by numbers, he fell, fuinting from

monments in silence, ‘
« Milke,” he said, as the tears rolled down |

his cheeks, ¢it is hawd for a man. circum- |

thie scene in which he passed his infancy and
vouth. I can distinguish the very trees:
under which I played, the gentle slopes which ’
I rolled down for amusement ; I see the win-
dows of the nursery in which my darling
mother used to kiss and bless me, ot the room
in which 1 slept when I returned from Amer-
ica a distinguished and a flattered sol(liur."
As T think on those happy aud hopeful |
times and on my present prospects and condi- |
tion, my melting heart sometimes yearns for |
the past and sinks within me when I contenm-

plate what the future may bring forth. And |
sce—and see,” he shouted, losing all selfcon- !
trol, +see, there are my wife and children |
coming from the house. T will—I must em-
brace them, come what may. Mike, you will
wait liere until I return. One moment, one
moment only with my wife and children.” !

« My lord, my lord,” said Mike, vestraining ;
him, ¢ you know not what you wonld do. '"l'o E
follow the imputse of yonr heart would be but |
to make vour wife more miserable, most prol-
ably to sacritice your own safety, and to de-
stroy the only chance you have of being
united to her, of winning the independence of
your country, and being lailed as its de-
liverer.”

The unfortunatc nobleman threw hnnself
into his fricnd’s arms, his bead rested upon his
bLreast, while he sobbed like & child.  Soon
cheering up again, hesaid : .

# You are right, Mike, you are right.  Com-
mitted to a great cause, I must stific my own
feelings and even deny myself the indulgence
of yielding to nature’s cravings: but one look
more; see, there they areagnin.”  Sinking on
his knee, and raising his hat :  «May Heaven
blessand preserve vou, my wife and children.
May that God who futhoms the heart of man,
and knows the purity of the motives which
have indueed me to abandon you and become
tlhie champion of s persecuted people and an
oppressed country, may He shield you, if it be
His will that I should perish. And shonid
1le crown my efforts with success, may He
ruard vou in safety until, tlushed with vie-
tory, I come proudly to clasp you to my heart,
amidst the prayers and blessings of a Jiberated
nation.”

IHe was startled by the sound of military
miusie, and had scarcely time to spring from
Lis kneeling position when the Lead of o
dragoon regiment turned the angle in the
roid, advancing towards them. The weary
sheep were scattered about, and many had !
Iain down during the short delay.  Mike jim-
mediately commenced running about and
driving them to one side, so as to allow space
for the seldiers to pass, all the time shiouting
and curging at Shemeen to stir himself and
mind his business. Dy this means Lord Ed-
ward’'s back was always kept towards the
dragoons, and while employed in poking and
lifting the tired sheep he was enabled eflectu-
ally to conceal his face. Mike managed to
make some of his charge jump the roadside
ditch and get intothe adjoining field ; they
were quickly followed by others, and then ke
roared at Shemeen to prevent them joining a
flock that was pasturing there. Lord I'd-
ward immediately pursued, and his active, but
intellectual, attempts to keep his truant
animals from mixing with the others greatly
amused the soldiers, who were balted while
the officer examined the puss. Finding it
correct, he ordered his men to march, who,
while tliey remained in sight, kept cracking
their joles on the discomtiture of the baftled
shepherd.

They had journeyed but a short distance
further when the square and massive tower of
the old Castle of Maynooth stoed grimly forth
in the dim twilight.

¢ There,” exclaimed Lord Lidward, ¢ there,
Mike, is my antidote to weakness. If I melt
with tenderness on seeing yender dove-cot of
my now perce-loving family, my soul swells
with pride as I gaze upon that ancient eyrie
of the Geraldines, from which, in olden times,
the warriors of my race issned to smite the op-
pressors of their adopted country. Oft in my
boyish days, as I paced the ruirted hall, I
fancied it peopled with the stout hiearts that
bearded Luglish fyronts in theiv places, and
glittering with the true swords which they
wielded in the cause of independence. How
often have I bewailed the fate that cast my
lot in those degenerate days, and envied
tSilken Thomas' the glory of boldiy renounc-
ing his allegiance in the very scat of royalty,
and falling bravely in defense of right.”

the rest of the journey was performed
during the night, and they reached Dublin by
day-dawn without having run any risk of dis-
covery. As they turned the corner of King
street, their charge was taken up by Shemeen
and his master without delay or the exchange
of a single word. Lord Edward betook him-
self to the lodging prepared for him in Thomas
street, and Mike, who had sent forward his
portmuuteau, containing a change of clothes,
to'a friend’s house, procceded there, and de-
stroyed the frieze parments in which he bad
Leen disguised. ‘

It was nccessary that Mike should remain
in town to await the decision of the secret

his splendid aod once happy home for some |

stanced as [ am now, to look nnmoved upon |

the loss of blood.

Hastening back, Tord Edward's host found
Mike already in the lasket, with the two
men, one of whom proved to be Darey, at the
windiass.

«All is lost! he eried. & Lord Edward
is killed; when yvou get down pass out
by the yard gate, whiclt is never locked ;
keep to vour right until yon reach the

“street, and then save yourself as Dbest you

can.”

When Mike entered Dirty Lane he found
it full of people, rushing towards the scene of
the catastrophe, some with the intention of
attempting a rescue, others for the purpose of
supporting the police officers who hud made
g0 important a capture.  All were bronght to
o stand-still by the approach of a hackney
conch surrounded by soldiers, e caught a
glimpse, as it passed, of 1 man in the back seat

I covered with bleod. and supported by two per-

sons who sat on either side of him. Witha
downeast and troubled heart Mike reached his
friend's house, and having snatched & hasty
meal, at once procecded home by the mail,
which he luckily found just on the point of
starting.

Uinfortunate Lord Bdward was consigned to
Newgate, amidst the jeers and insults of a
suvage yeomanry, who were entrusted with
his custody. Every expedient was adopted
by his ungenerous and brutal guardians to
aggravate the misery of his situation: his
wounds were not attended; all comforts were
cruelly denied him ; and it was only when at
the point of death, and when recovery wasim-
possible, that the influence of his family could
obtain permission fur an aflectionate brother
to visit him,and that he was allowed the con-
solation of having a faithful servant to attend
to his wants and witness his last moments.

It was night; on a rude truckle-bed, in a
narrow and dismal cell, lay the high-born and
noble-hearted Lord Edward; a small tallow
candle gave a dim, melancholy light; while
close by his pillow was a man upon Lis knees
in the attitude of prayer. The sentinel, al-
ways hitherto stationed in the miserable
abode, had been withdrawn, now that the
supreme moment wasarrived, and the sutferer
was left in the enjoyment of privacy, when it
was supposed that he had lost all pswer of en-
joying it.  The dying man had lain for some
time apparently insensible, when suddenly, as
often oceurs before the zpirit's departure, he
seemed to recover his senses, and to appre-
ciate his situation.

« Darcy,” he said, feebly, “are we alone?
There is a {ilm before my cyes, and I cannot
see.” '

We are, my lord.”

« Then, take my hand ; 1 have no power to
give it; now press it, that I may fecl the
grasp of a faithful friend ; may God prosper
and protect you, for all-—for all the true ser-
vices you have rendered me—and—and should
you be brought to misfortune—by following
my example—you will forgive me—won't
you??

¢ Qh, my lord,” eried Darey, sobbing aloud,
« I'(1 love your memory to the last hour of my
life?”

# Has Master Mike escaped ?

“ Yes my lord”

«Thank God! now—ah, Darcy, it's nearly
aver—press my hand still closer——1I can't feel
you—so, carry my blessing to wy wife and
children ; tell the truc men whom you know
to be steadfast—and—hopecful—in their holy
cause—and say—and say—that my last prayer
was—was for my country.”

Thus perished, in the flower of life, a man
who sacrificed all the henors and blessings
which high station, military renown, and
domestic happiness could Lestow, in behalf of
his then oppressed country. Far greater con-
cessions in favor of liberty than he then
sought to obtain hy armed force have since
been freely granted on the grounds of common
justice. The attainder which branded him as
& traitor has long Leen reversed ; and, without
any imputation on aur layalty, we muy pro-
nounce him, in tbe present duay of equal laws
and privileges, to have been the purest, if not
the ablest, patriot that ever took a prominent
part in the past political strnggles of Ireland.

CHAPTER V.

Mges. Prxyaxt was alone in her drawing-
room ; an open letter lny upon the table be-
fore her, to which she was evidently prepaving
a reply., It was the one her son had written,
demanding the explanation which DMike had
sought from him regarding his property and
connections, apprising hev of his attachment,
and requesting her consent to his union with
Miss Bingham, the niece of Colonel Maurice
Blake, of Dnuseverick Castle. From the noor
lady's appearance and manner it might easily
be discovered that this communication had
greatly afllicted her, and that she hesitated
as to the answer which it was her duty to re-
turn. To gratify her son's wishes in every
possible manner was the paramount desire of
her heart; but to sanction his alliance with
the miece of her husband's persecntor—even
murderer (for such she conceived him to be)—
appeared, in her eyes, nothing less than an
act of treason towards that husband's memory
—an almost tacit admission of his guilt. Often
she commenced to write; then, tearmg her
unfinished letters, she abandoned the ungrate-

under its power, anda huge wave heavin gher

“{he mistress ” had, with due foresight, made
all the neceseary preparations for their jour-

committee, and on the afteinoon of the second
duy he proceeded to Thomas street to leamn

ful task. After many fruitless cefforts to ac-
complish her object, she sat {forsome minutes

Tovd Edward, should nced be, was to0-descend

T =
in thought, tears running. down  her. cheeks;
.then, rising fron: her. seat]’she. fell upoi’ her
kiees, clasped her hands inian attitude:of

direct her wlint to"do. “+At this instant'a post-

she hnd well time to Tise fromhierknees, the
door- flew” open’and her son stood before her.
His appearance {was so ghastly” that Mrs.

-shie uttered an exclamation of; surprise, and
sprang” “forwardto-clasp lim to her breust.
The young manTéceived her embrace motion-
less and " in silence,,and then bursting into
tears, as his-head fell upon-her shoulder, he
demanded, in a voice which indicated -the
depth of his misery—# Mother—dear mother !
am I the son of n murderer ?” .

u (rreat Heavenslmy child, where have you
heard that fulsehood *”

41 heard it on the spot where he died,
and - from Coloncl Biske, who brought him to
justice?”

« Did he know who you were 7?

#'"T'was he who told me.”

#And you heard the memory of your father
maligned, in patience ? Lloyd Pennant,” she
exclaimed, drawing her person to its full
height, ¢ did I believe you capuble of giving
credit to your murdered father's guilt, I should
spurn_you from my heart, and drive you from
my presence, denrly as I love you! and yet,”
she added, tenderly,  how can I blame you?
You never heurd the story, and were igporant
of my poor lost husband's fate.” Then, sink-
ing exhnusted on a chair, and raising Ler out-
stretched arms towards heaven, she fervently
prayed God to enable her to bear with forti-
tude this crowning afliction.

« Mother, dearest mother ! [ cried Pennant,
flinging himself at her fect] tell meit is not
{ruc, and let me believe that my father was
guiltless; tell me of Lis innocence as certain,
and I shall cherish his memory, though the
world pronounce against him.”

¢lleaven Dbless you, my child! and
mother anxd son were locked in cach others
arms.

# [n the presence of God,” she said, sol-
emnly, «I believe implicity in his innocence ;
1 had the declaration from  his truthful lips
before and  after his condemnation, and he
died protesting against the injustice of his
sentence. The time is now come when you
should have the history of your parents, and
vour own Teal name and position: but you
are futigued and scem exhausted ; have some
refreshment, and then 3

« No, mother, now, let me hear all; T can-
not bide delay.!

«I, your mother, am Lady Marguerite, the
only child of the late Earl of Kildare, and
your luther, Ulick Martin, though uatitled,
descended  from as ancient and unblemished
arace.  Hewnsan only child, and heir to a
very large estate.  While left alone at Kildare
Castle, on one of thoese occasions when the
Earl went to France on political affairs, we
met, aud in the end were privately married by
our domestic chaplain, Father Stephen, but
our unionwas carefully kept sccret, because
old Martin, having become DProtestant, lhnd
complete control over the disposal of his
property, and my husband lad, previous to
our marriaze, made profession of the Catholic
faith, whicly, in his fatbher’s eyes, would have
been a sufiicient cause for disinheriting Lim ;
on my father's side, tov, there would have been
insurmountable objections, unless the fact of
my dear Ulick’s having returned to the
Chureh could be made public, for, devotedly
attached to his religion, he looked upon the
elder Martin as a despicable renegade, who
had deserted his God to secure lis earthly
possessions.  The old man’s death, however,
might be daily anticipated,aud then the clap-
lain calculated on being easily able to recon-
cile the Earl to a match which, in a worldly
point of view, wasall that could he desired.
Your birth was easily concealed, as I never
went into society, and your grandfather was
still absent. Welived in love and hope un-
til, untortunately, a duel took place between
vour father and Captain Desmond, the brother
of Mrs, Blalke, close by the Abbey of Dunsev-
erick. The Uolonel acted as the friend of his
relative, who fell, wounded in the side, at the
first fire. .Asyour father and his sccond in-
stantly tled, Dlake was obliged to leave the
wounded man alone while he fetched the sur-
geon, who waited out of sight until his ser-
vices should be required.  On his retiun with
the medical man, they found Desmoed dead
from a sccond wound in the forehead, with
the pistol which had been unused in the duel
lying Ly his side, and still warm from a recent
discharge.

As they stood by the lifeless body, two boys
cante frotn the Abbley, the clder of whom de-
clared that, in the Colonel’s absence, Squire
Ulick had returned, shot his prostrate adver-
sary, and then run off again. The simple
story of their informant, coupled with the fact
that both gentlemen had heard the shot, and
saw vour futher pass quickly and alone over
“an adjoining hill as they were npproaching
the Abbey, convinced them that a cold-blooded
murder had been committed. Lnw proceed-
ings were quickly taken, and my unforturate
husband was committed to jail to abide his
trial for the revolting crime of which he stood
accused. You may imngine theagony of my
feelings when informed of the terrible misfor-
tune. My first impulse was at once to pro-
claim 1y marriage and fly to my husband, to
console and support him. in his afflictions;
but the chaplain combated and overcame my
resolution by pointing ont the many ¢vil con-
sequences which might result from such a
step. Through him, however, we kept up
constant communication, and the pror pris-
oner had at least the consolation of knowing
that his wifewas most irmly convinced of his
innocence, and more devoted (if that were
possible) than ever in lier love. The proof
aganinst your father was strong, and he was un-
able to produce any evidence or to give any
explanation that could invalidateit. As time
wore on without throwing any fuvorable light
upon his case, his nearest connections turned
against himy his father,a cold-hearted man,
of haughty temperament and excessive pride,
in whom ageand bodily infirmity secmed to
have obliteraled all feelings of parental affec-
tion, rejected his entrentics for an interview ;
and being asgired by his lawyer that defence
was hopeless, opénly expressed his intention
of taking no step which might tend to rescue
his only child from the perilous position in
which he stood, or to save him from the ig-
nominious punishment necessarily attendant
on conviction. His very second, stung by
the disgruce which'a participation in the un-
fortunate uffair had entailed upon himself, was
likely to prove one of the most dangerous
witnesses against him. The period for hold-
ing the Assizes arrived, and the excitement,
which had for some time flagged, was now re-
vived with increased intenstiy. On the day
appointed for the trial the court waa filled to
excess, and I, disguised and attended by my
maid and Rory Mahon, your father's fosterer,
was amongst the crowd, and could hear their
different remnrks as the case proceeded. The
appearance of my poor husband, as he stood
inthe dock, shocked me, and created a strong
prejudice against hith. Pale, careworn, de-
Jjected, and scarcely able to support himself at
the bar, he pleaded ¢ not guilty’ in afaltering
voice, and scemed as if willing to resign him-
self to his impending fate without ¢ven mak-
ing an effort toavoid it. Alas! how often are

we misled by mppoarances! The hopeless

supplicdtion, and”prayed that.God might

chaiso drove_rapidly to the house, - and.before:

Pennant at first did not recognise him; then:

misery of & man deserted by his friends, over-
whelmed by & damuing, but false, accusation
and about to be consigned to an i’gnomliniom;
death, was attiibuted by those around me to
far different causes. . ‘Remorse’ was said to
‘bave palsied his intellect and wasted hisg hy-
sical strength, “‘guilt’ was declured to bepin):-
printed upon his, haggard ‘brow, and many
were the imprecations which I Tearq
showered upon the hiead of the wretch whe
:had foully deprived a former friend oflifo and
_beaped! nover-cnding obloquy on an aged
-parent.and an honored family. The gentle.
“man who ucted as his second stated, wien ex.
amined as a witness, that, after having lef: the
ground, the prisoner insisted on returnine to
ascertain the condition of the wounded n?:m.
that broken ground intervening between th,
spot en which they parted and the place
where the duel had been fought, he (the wit.
ness) could see nothing of what might Lav,
occurred after the prisonerhad left his sixgy .
that while awaiting his return he hea:d N
shot, and learned, on the prisouer’s rcjoinin;;
him, that he had found his adversary alone an
dead. The witness was obliged to admit {)
the prisoner was extremely agitated, and that
his manner and expressions had seemed 1y,
accountable to himself. The clder of :fl.
two boys swore that he and bis cousin ]m:j
been secking birds' nests amongst the ivy g
the tower; that they witnessed the duel-
that immediately after Colonel Blake left g)cy
saw the aceused return, take up the pisiol. yy
shoot Captain Desmond (who legee] fur
mercy) through the head, and that after Lyy.
ing placed the weapon with which he killeg

him by the dead man’s side, he then made iy
escape. When cross-examined, he saiil. « gy

thie duel Leing over, and he was in (he act of
descending the tower, when Colotiel Blike
went away, and that before he conlit regcly

the ground the prisoner came back: that
after what then happened he became o iergie
fied as to be unable to move until Coluyel
Blake aud the other gentlemnan arived. when

Le imuediately went forwacd aud informed
them of all he had seen”  His testimony

given in aeool, vollected, and ingenvons
ner, carried conviction tothe minds of 11 why
heard it. Ile was succeeded on the wifnese.

table by a boy of still mors tender vears wiy,

told a similar story, and fully corrolo:aved
account of tho transaction given by Lis oy
panion, Colonel Bluke and the Do tor wep:
produced to complete the chabir of evidopee.
They both had heard the shot, bad botl) seen

thie prisoner ranning fromr the place. apd

found Desmond dead, with the recengdy js-

charged pistol lying by his side. aud the

former positively swore that the wouwd i i

forehead (the immediate cause of deatd: mus
have been inflicted during the time e owys
absent, secking  the doctor. The S
charged decidedly for a conviction, In the
vourse of hix observatians, he told the jury.

that the murder must have been commitied

cither by the prisoner, or by the two bovs wha

had Gorhe testimony against him, as it was il

mitted that no other person had been joresem,

or near the scene of the tragedy @ thas, inde

pendent of the improbubility of chilitren of

such tender age having been guilty o such

a grievous crime, without any assigned rea

son, there was a fact which spoke clearly for

their innocence. ‘They had come forward to

denounce the assansin when they  wivli,

either Dy flecing before Colonel Bluke te-

turned, or by afterwards lying concealel

where they were, have casily escaped all ol-

servations : but on the contrary they lad

stood their ground, conscious of their own in-
nocence, and at once gave information when
they saw that their own personal safety was
secured ; such conduct, he said, was sclhilom
practiced Ly the peasantry, it deserved the
highest culogium, but he should take care he
ndded, that the government protected anl re.
warded those who ncted in s0 exemplary and
praiseworthy a manner. A verdict of guilty
was returned, and sentence of death pro-
nounced. I was bornefrom the court house
Ly the issuing crowd, and as we turned intoa
bye-path, to avoid observation, the « fusterer,”
with a contfident air, told nee to cheer up. ¢ for
that we should save him still!  This glimpse
of hope, slight as it was, banished all weak-
ness, and inspired me with a courage and re-
solution of which I believed myself before in-
capable s to aid in my husband's escape, by
any means available, was now my fixed deter-
mination, and to accomplish this duty Lecame
the constant study of my mind. Thesentence
was to be carried out where the crime had
been committed, the escort would not le
strong, and we resolved on effecting a rescue,

necessary to secure the assistance of the
«White Boys. Rory Mahon, already 2 wen-
ber of the society, put himself in communica-
tion with their lenders, but he was unable to
siteceed in procuring a promise of their aid;
disinclination to interfere in a case where
even in their not over-serupulous estimation,
all rules of fuir play and honor bad bacen vio-
lated, influenced some—dread of incurring
Colonel Dlake’s displeasure deterved others:
they argued that he who had beun so activea
partisan in forwarding the prosecution, wonld
never forgive those who balked him in his re-
venge. The fatal day approached, and Rory
felt obliged to tell me that all his nttenpts
to citect ourobject had failed. There was but
one chance, he said, left, and that chance de-
pended aitogether on my resolution.  He then
proposed that I should attend the White oy
lodge in man’s attire, and if his last effort at
persuasion proved abortive, that 1 should
abandon my disguise, avow mysclf to be
«8quire Ulick’s wife, pledge my truil for his
innocence, and demand their smed assist-
ance.

«It was arranged that, disghnised a3 &
peasant, and introduced by Rory Makon, whe
was permitted to remain with him as lis ser-
vant, I should endeavor to have, perhaps
.last interview with my husband. The peri-
odical assemblnge of the - White Boys * was to
take place on the night but one after Rory had
made his last proposition. The visit to the
jail was arrenged for the day following, and
the succeeding one was that fixed upon for
the execution. It was absolutely nccessary
that the final resolution of the ¢ White Boys’
should be at once ascertained, so as to enable
me to communicate to your father any plans
which migbt be adopted. The meeting was
to be held at the house of the fosterer’s sister,
where you were at nursc. The night was
pitch dark, for the safety ot the confederates
required that their movements should be con-
cealed ; but I knew the route as well as my
guide, and we mrived at our destination be-
fore the time appointed for the general ten-
dezvous. I was placed, to avoid observation,
in a room, the door of which was carefully
concenled by an arrangement of the kitchen
furniture, and the fosterer had now no alterna-
tive but to apprise me of the necessity for
taking the oath of fellowship; he told me
that death would be the inevitable doom of
both did he dare to introduce me or I venturd
to nppear beforc the commiltee without
being first sworn in or presenting & .formt_ll
certificate of fraternity. There was in this
step no danger of recognition, for those who
administered the oath set behind a screenind
darkened room and could neither see nor be
scen by the person who took it. A fietitious
name was given, and Rory pledged hinself
for my fidelity. e calculated that possibly
an avowal of my rank and sex would ngver be-

come necessary ; shounld it prove otherwiee

but to attempt so bold an undertaking it was-
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