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works. His miracles of merey, show me His
boundless activities, for © [Te went about doing

ond,” and put that example before me und tell
me try and follow Him,

But what isthis cross, the cross?—* by tho
crosa.””  How the guestion grows in interest |
Brethren, you know thore is only one ai swer
to it, and that is that this was tho cross upon
which the Atonement for sin was made, This
wus the eross by which in dying Crrisr rend-
ered it possible for you and me tolive; this was
the crors by which He made the justifiecatinn of
the sinner before Gob so completo that you and
I can bo justitied before Gop as if we hud never
sinned at all, and, though we are sin‘ul, yot. in
lonking at the Sinless One through fuith, Gov
will count us ag if we 100 were sixless for CiirisT's
gake. So when we look at this cross we under-
stund now that it is tho atoning sacrifice that
was made upon it that malkes it thecross. You
know how many things are said nbout this ; you
know that Jesussaid Himsolf that this was [Lis
body which was broken, this was His blood
which was shed, for the sins ofthe world ; you
know is is written * He died, the Just for the
unjust, that e might bring us to Gon;” you
know we are told that this blond, “‘the blool of
Jesus Curist, His Sow, cleanseth us from zll
sin,” This it is which makes the cross by,
which westand or sit to-night,

Perhaps you say “ I do not undersfand this,
I do not undorstand the mystery of the cross”
No. of course, you do not: neitner do I. If wo
underatood it, it would ba 2 human seheme: but
itis a Divine secbheme.  Yet are there not many
things that vou do not understund ? Have you
lived g0 long without learning that theve arc
more things in this li‘e aronnd you that you do
not understand thun those vou know and do
understand ? Do you know, do you understand
anything of that terrible tornado we have read
of within the lust two days in every puper that
wo have taken up, which drew down those
houses a3 if they wero made of sand, and crush-
¢l men, women, and chiliren as if they wero
worms? What do you know ofit? Do you
understand your owu life waich broaght you
here to-night?  How did it bhegin, whonee its
origin, when will it end 7 What do you kanw
ol the life that boats within you, which lives
and loves and thinks and plansand dare<? Yon
know nothing abont it, yet you believe iuit;
and, grreat as is this mystery of the cruss, still
we aro undone if wo do not belteve in it as sin-
ners, and it is so grand a qio tion and so great
a thing that you tind thai whilo the Kvanirolists
did not tell everything elxe uboat Cunisy, they
told you this, all four of them, all four of tieur
we find, give the minutest description of the
death of Jesus. They dic nou all tell you of
tho angel’s sung, they do nov alliell us of the
raizing of Luzarus from the dead) they do not
all tell us of the many miracles thay JEsus did,
here and there there are =ome recoracd, bt
when it comes to the death of JEsus then we
. dind all four Bvangelists tell o~ ol thix eross in
its most minutedetails, Thi-1 is which males
it the cross,

And romember, when we are pointing at the
eross we point, brethren, ap Him Who huny
upon that cross. Wo do not ask you Lo look
upon the cross, but to look at Christ upon the
cross,  That might be a supersiition if you
luoked al the cruss: bul itis like o grand pie-
ture, and in the eontre of this pictare there is
hanging Oue Who ix the figure that you and 1
are 1o gaze on, and all the rest are accessorios
ouly. They are nothing compured with this
cross,  We lock only at Him Who rendered the
forgiveucss of our sins passible, at Llim Who
abolished death und broughu life and immortal-
ity to light. Hvents, us you kuow, are smpori-
ant only in proportion tu their rosults, The
greatest battles 1haw have ever been fought have
become great in the history of the world because
0_( the results to natious, und to the life of na-
tions, that have followed out of those terriblo

battles, So it is that whon men live, their life
is nothing; when they die that lifo is embalmed.
Stratford-upon-Avon, what would that be if it
were not for the name of William Shalkespeare ?
—and when William Shakospenro lived in Strat-
ford-upon-Avon he excited probably no curiosity,
and very little interest, among his townsfolk,
bnt, becauso he wrote in such a way as to put
the world in his debt, that has redeemed Strat-
ford-upon-Avon from oblivion; and now men
visit it, yes, and men come across the ocean,
and men come from America, and, among all
tho things that lhey musat sce, they must see
Stratford-unon-Avon, becanse William Shakes-
peare was born there. Or what would we think
of the town of Bedford if it had not been for
John Bunyan, if it were not that the tinker had
been imprisoned there, and that there he
droamed out that wonderful allogory, “Bunyun’s
Pilgrim’s Progress " ?  And so this world, sci-
ence tells us, i one of the smualleat, the most
insigniticant of (od’s planets, and when all
these planets shall be burnt up, and when
overything shall be dissolved, this world of eurs
will be gone, but there iy one thing that will
cembalm it also for ever in the azes of eternily,
—that Christ was horn, that Christ lived, that
Christ walked, that Christ died upon it, that
Clirist rose in it again from the dead, and from
it has ascended back to the right hand of His
Father; and ¢ is this whizh makos it whut it
is,—1t i+ the monument of carth that the cross
of Josus shonld have stood wpon it. And the
world, though it may think noiling of this, will
have to learn one day what the Church now
holds to its heart,——that there is one name in
tho world which ix the most precious and the
most powertul, and that there is one spot in the
world, and that is Calvary, upon which this
Cross stvod, which makes this world what it is,
All other vames shall pass away, but Jesus has
done that which never will pass away, never
rocede, never be forgotten, never decay, never
die. It is always tresh, it is always giving
breath 1o new interests. The story of this Crogs
by which wo stand i3 going out upon every
wind of heaven to all parts of the earth; and to
those nations that do not yet kknow of this mes-
sage, the story of the Cross has yot t9 be told.
Je=us has done all this, and when the names of
ihe gretlest that have ever lived shall have
faded, when the brain of the great thinker hus
been stilled, when the sollior shall have sheath-
ed his sword for ever., when the very names of
these holy women that stood by the Cross shall
no longer be recorded, then in the ages of oter-
nity, in louder cadences und in loudor accluim,
shall be heard the name of Him Who hung
upon that Cross for us: ** Worthy is the Lumb
that was slain™; and waen kingdoms shall
witor and fall, when empives and thrones shall
be no more, there shall be no end of His govern-
ment—tho government i: upon Hix shoullers,
His kir gdom is un everlasting kingdom, becuuse,
brethren, the only kingdom that Luwts is the
kingdom of love, the oniy kingdom that is ever-
Jasiing in this world of onrs ix the kinzdom of
love. That which stooped from heuven to earth,
that which humbled itself apou the Cross and
died npm the Cross, that love which goos out
to seek and to suve that which is lost, that love
which, oven in all our guilt and all our sins,
pities us and pardons us—rthat is the kingdom
of love beating in the heart of our evorlasting
Father, beating in the soal of 1lis only Son, and
having it< clinax in the death of the Suviour
¢ircling the world toaight with those hopes
and giving the lust note of the snthem of the
angel: “ Glory to God in the highest, on carth
peace goodwill wowards men.”

Therofore let us in this festival week of the
great Alonement—oeven when wo are husy, let
us not forgot this Cross; if we cannot all gather
round it as we are doing to-night, if we cannot
in our busy lives ull stand by this Cross, still
lot not a busy world cause us to leave it behind
or (o forget it; becauso, brothren, although a
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man may live without the Cross, he cannot die
without it ; and when the great and final change
comes our only hope will be that we are able to
stand or sit or lie at the foot of that Cross.
When our sight is dimming with the mists of
death, whon tho nearest and the dearest on this
earth cannot detain us another moment, when
the silvor cord is ioosed and when the golden
bowl is broken, when the pitcher is broken at
tho fountain, and when the wheel is broken at
the cistern, when the world is slipping from
boneath our feet then what a glorious thing,
what a happy thing if there bo ono great beat-
ing Heart by us on which we canlay our dying
head, and if those loving and tender hands shall
thaw the chills of death, and warm our souls in
the sunlight of eternal love and eternal life;
then—
Sweet the moments, rich in blessing,
Which before the Crors we spend,
Life and joy and peace possessing,
Frem the sinner’s dying Friend.
Here we'll sit for ever viewing
Merey pour’d in streams of blood ;
Precious drops, our souls bedewing,
Pload and claim our pence with God.
—Family Churchman.

EDITORTAL NOTES.

By Canon 16 of the Heclesiastical Province
of Canada, adopted at ils tenth session in 1880
with regard to * Marriago within tho prohibited
degreos,” which adopts tho Table of Dogroes set
forth in the yoear 1563, and usually annexed to
the Book of Common Prayoer, and forbids any
clorgyman of this Eecclesiastical Province to
knowingly solemnize & marriage within the de-
groes prohibited by such Table, it is further
provided “ A printed copy of the Table of the
Prohibited Degrees shall be placed in tho ves-
try room or near the eantranco to every church
in this Ecelesiastical Province at the charge of
the parish, in some place where it may con-
voniently be read.” Cun any of our readers in
form us whether this Law of the Synod of the
Province is gonerally complied with? Wo,
ourselves, do not remomber over having seen
such o Table of Prohibited Dagrees placed us
required by the Canon.

ANOTHER provision or enactment of the Ee-
clesiastical Logislaturo of this Provincois ‘ that
every Dencon who shall from necessity be placed
in charge of & parish or mission shall be under
the direction of a neighboring priest until he be
advanced to the Priesthood.” The Cunon clearly
enough implies that nothing but necessity cuan
authorize the placing of a Deacon in churge of
a parish or mission at all; and it provides also
for the suporvision of one in the higher order of
the Priesthood. Is this rule of the Provincial
Synod genecally obsorved 7 Without doubt the
employment of Deacons is very general;
whother 1n all cases neceskity exists or not it is
not for us to determine,

Hory WEEK is just again about to dawn,
How the Church expocts her children to ob-
serve it is evident from the careful preparation
whick she bus made in her Prayer Book for the
closo following of the footsteps of her Divine
Head in the special Ipistles and Gospels for
cach day of the week and for the full service,
that is special Collects, Epistle and Gospel for
Good Friday and Easter Kven, Would that
opportunily might be givenin every parish or
mission throughont our land for a daily service
throughout the week | It depends largely upon
the clergy themselves whether this be dene or
not. There are very few parishes or missions,
we feel sure, wherein a few fuithful would not
be found ready and happy to attend the regular



