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works. His miracles of mercy, show me His
bolinndless actisities, for " iTe wve about doing

gond," and put that examplh before me and tell
me try and follow tin.

ßut, what is this cross, the croýs?-" by the
cross." How the question grows in intorest I
Brothren, you know thera is only one ai swer
to it, and that is that this was the cross upon
which the Atonement for sin was mnade. This
vas the cross by which in dying CnItST rond-

cred it possible for you and mie to live ; this wvas
the cross by which He made the justification of
the sinner before GoD sO complote that you and
f cati bejastitied before oi as if we bad nover
sinned at al], and, though wa are sin'li, yot. in
lookIing at the Siniless One through faith, Gon
wiilcountusas if we too wero sir:less for CH aisT*s
sake. So whcn we look at this cross we under-
stand now that it is the atoiiin.: sacrifice that
was made upon it that makes it the cross. You
know hcw many things are said about this ; you
know that JEsus said Iliinself fiat this was Ilis
body which was broken, this was His lood
which was hpd, for the sins ofthe world; you
know is is written " He died, the Jnst for the
unjust, that le might bring us to Go ;' you
know we are told that this blond 'the bloo I of
JESUS CHR[ST, fis SoN, cleanseth us frnm all
sin.' This it is which makes the crssby
which wo stand or sit to-night,

Perhaps ye say " I (o not unders !and thi,
1(1o not understand the mystery of the crtss"
No, of course, you do not : noither do 1. If ire
underitood it, it would bo a human schmcne; but
it is a Divine seheme. Yet are there not many
things t bat vou do not undcrstand ? Have you
lived so long without learnin tbat there arc
more things in this lie aronnu you t hat you do
not understand than those you know and do
tnderstamnd ? Do you know, do yon understand

anything of that terrible tornado we have read
of within; the last two days in every paper that
ie have taken up, which drew down those
houses as if cey were made of sind, and crash-
ei men. wonen, and cliii.lren as if they wrero
Worms ? What do you know of it ? Do you
tunderstand your own life whieh broiu yoi
here to-niçrht? T-ow did it hegin, whebnne i!s
origin, wheu will it end ? Whait do you know
of the life that bcatb Vithi iou, wçhib lios
and loves anmd t hitks and plans and 'dare. ? You
know nothing about it. yet yon biliev il, it;
and, great ab is this mystery of the ness, stil1
we ara uidone if wu do not bhe l i t as si tl-

ners. and iL i.s so grand a q te tion nod so grat
a uhing that you tiii that while th lEvanseiists
did not tell overything cise Uabot Ctamsr, they
tld you this, ail four oft hem , all four oi intm
wre find, give the miutest ducripiiuon of the
death of Juss. Tcy diid tnt :ll i il ybu of
the aingels sonîg, tley do iot all l, of tUe
raising of Lizarus fromu the dead, thv Io inot
all tell us of the many niracles that JEsUs didi
here and there thora are sotme recorndni, but
when it comes to the deatlh li Jst , then wo
find all four Evangelists tell I, of i ts crtos in
its most miiutedntails. ThI ' is whiclh mlae-s
it t/e cross.

And remember, when we are poinling at te
cross WC point, hro hren, ut Himu Who hung
upon tnt cross. We do not ask you to look
upon the cross, but t> look au Chrii upon the
cros. That might bu a supra'tion i you
looked at I h crubsa: but il is liKe a grand pic-
ture, and in the contra if this picturo 1her is
iianîging One Who is the figure thau you and 1
are to gaze on, and ail the rest are accessrnes
oiy. They are nothii compared with thiis
cross. We look only at Iimn Who rendered tie
forgiveness of our sins pauile, ut Ilim, Who
abolished death and brou4hu lif and iminortal-
ity to light. Events, as you klow, are 'mîport-
ant only in proportion tu their rosults. flie
greatet, bauttles t hat have over been fought have
become gruat in the hitory of th world because

of the results ta nations, and to the lif of na-
tions, that have followed out of those terrible
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battles. So it is that when mon live, thoir life
is nothinug; when they die that life is embalmed.
Stratford-upn-Avon, what would that ha if it
were not for the nameof William Shakespeare?
-and when William Shakespeare lived in Strat-
ford-upon-Avon ho excited probtblynocuriosity,
and very little intorest, among his townsfolk,
bnt, becauso he wrote in such a way as to put
the world in his debt, that has rodeemed Strat-
ford-upor-Avon from oblivion; and now men
virit it, yes, and men corne across the ocean,
and men come fromi America. and, among all
the things that they must see, they mu4t se
Stratford-upon-Avon, because William Shakes-
peare was born there. Or what woild we think
of the town of Bedford if it Iad not been for
John Bunyan, if it were not that the titkcerhad
bcen imprisoned therc, and that thera ha
dreamed out that wonderful allcgory, "Biunyan's
Pilgrin's Progress "? And so this world, sci-
ence tells us, is one of the sinallest, the nmost
insigniticant of ti-od's planets and when ail
these planots shall be burnt up, and whan
overything sUail be dissolved, this world of ours
will bc goie, but there is one thing tlat will
embalm it also for ever in) the agos of eternity,
-that Christ was born, that Christ lived, that
Christ walked, that Christ lied uipol if. that
Christ rose in it agaii froni the dead, and frorm
it has asconded back to the right hand of His
Father; and IL is this whi-l males if what it
i,-t i-i the monu-nont of carth that the cross
of Jostus shotîld have stood iipon if. And the
world. though it may tiink icnothing of this, will
have to learnt one day what the Churab now
holds un ils heart,-that there is one niame in
the world which is the most precious and the
most powerful, and that there is one spot in flic
world, and that is Calvary, upon which this
Cross stOOd. which makes this world whai if ls.
All other names shall pass away, but Jesus has
done that which never will pass away, never
recedo, never be forgotten, never decay, never
die. IL is always fresh, if is aliys giving
brea h to now interests. The storyof tbis Cross
by whieb we stand is going out upon every
wind of heaven to ail parts of the carth ; and to
those nations that do flot yet know of this mes-
sage, the story of the Cross has yet t o old.
Jeus lits done ail this, and when the n-ames of
the gre îtet that have ever lived shall have
faded, wihen the brain of the great thirtker lias
becet stilled, when the sollior shall have hoath-
ed his sword for evor. whin the verv nanes of

Iese h ly womn that stomI by the Cross shall
i) longer bc recorded, then in the ages of oter-

n ity, in loutder cadences and in louder acclaim,
hal be heUard the tname W Rim Who hIng

il poil that Cro.'s for s:" -Wort hy is thu Laub
that was slain "; and when kiigdoms shail

tounr and fll, whn empires and thrones shall
be no uore, lthere shall 1~ n) end of lis govern-
moenît-ih goverlnenLt i Ipon its shtoulders.
Hi lis si gdonl an cverl-iastiiig kingdom, because,
brelreti, thie onîly lingdoim tha l:a t is the
k ingdoin of love, tbe oliy iitIgdom that is ever-
las ingin this world of ours is the kimn:-don of
love. That which stooped from leuaven to cartb,
tlit whîieb humiîblcd itself upuilo the Cross and
dil oi nt the Crts, thnt loe which goes out
to secek and to save that which iK lost, that love
wliib, evin iin ail our guilt and ail our sins,
pities is aitl pardns us- iat is tUe kinugdom
of love beatinîg in the heart oif our everlasting
Fathetr, bug in the sol! of lis only Soit, anud
havirg its eliatx in the de-uh of the Saviour

circling the world to.itiglt with those hopes
and giving the lat nota cf the amntbm of the
atge: " Gl-ory to God ii the higliest, on carth

peace goodwill towards mati.
Therefor lut us in this lestival week of the

great Atonoment-event wien we are busy, let
us not logeL this Cross; if we catnot all gather
round it as we ara doing to-ight, if we cannot
in our busy lives ail stand by this Cross, Still
let not a busy world cause us to loave it bhind
or to forget it; bocauso, broftren, although a

man may live without the Cross, ho cannot die
without it; and whon the great and final change
cornes our only hope will ho that we are able te
stand or sit or lie at the foot of that Cross.
When our sight is dimming with the mists of
death, whon the nearest and the dearest on this
earth cannot detain us another moment, when
the silver cord is ioosed and when the golden
bowl is brokan, when the pitcher is broken at
the fountain, and when the wheel is broken at
the cistern, when the world is slipping from
beneath our feet then what a glorions thîng,
what a happy thing if thora ba one great boat-
ing Heart by us on which we can lay our dying
head, and if those ioving and tender hands shall
thaw the chills of death, and warm our souls in
the sunlight of eternal love and eternal life;
then-

Sweet the moments, rieh in blessing,
Which before the Cross wa spend,

Life and joy and peace possessing,
From the sinner's dying Friand.

Hre we'll sit for ever viewing
Mercy pour'd in streams of blood;

Precious drops, our seuls bedawing,
Plead and claim our peace with God.

-PamUy Chlurchman.

E>HTORIAL NOTES.

B v Canon 1G of the Eeclesiastical Province
of Canada, adopýted ut its tonth session in 1880
with regard to " Marriage within the prohibited
degrecs,' which adopts the Table of Degreas set
forth in the year 1563, and usually annaxed to
the Book of Common Prayer, and forbids any
clergyman of this Ecclesiastlcal Province to
knowingly solomnize a marriage within the de-
grees prohibited by such Table, it is further
provided " A printed copy of the Table of the
Prohibited Degreces shah ho plaeud in the vos-
try room or near the entrance to every church
in this Ecclesiastica! Province ut the charge of
the parish, in soma place whare it may con-
vaniently be re-ad." Can any of our readers in
form us whether this Latw of the Synod of the
Province is generaliy compliel with ? We,
ourselves, do not remomber aver having sean
such a Table of Prohibited Dagreos placed as
required by the Canon.

ANoTHER r"ovision or etactment of the Ec-
elesiastical Legislature of this Province is ' that

every Deacon who shall from necessity ha placed
in charge of a parish or mission shall be under
the direction of a neighboring priest until ho ha
advanced to the Priesthood.' The Canon clearly
oeînugli implies that nothing but neessity can
authorize the placing of a Deacon in charge of
a parisi or mission ut ail; and it provides also
for the supervision ofone in the higher order of
the Priesutiood. Is this rule of the Provincial
Synod genearally observed ? Without doubt the
rnployneut of Deacons is very general;

whether in all cases nacessity exists or not it is
not for us te determine.

Rora WEEK is just again about to dawn.
How the Church expeets Uer children to ob-
serve it is evident from tUe careful preparation
whici sho bas made in Uer Prayer Book for the
close following of the footsteps of Uer Divine
Icad in the special Epistles and Gospels for
each day of the week and for the full service,
that is special Collects, Epistle and Gospel for
Good Friday and Easter Even. Would that
opportunity might ha given in every parish or
mission throughont our land for a daily service
throughout the week I It depends largely upon
the clergy thamselves whether this be done or
net. Thora are very faw parishes or missions,
we feel sure, wherein a fow faithful would net
ha found ready and happy te attend the regular


