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“Who gave ug the Holy Communion
‘God,’

“ Woll, but who first instituted it 27 Bl

“Burely you remomber it was in the New
Tostument., Who gave it to us?” *John the
Baptist.’

“‘Tell me where in the Bible you would find
anything about the Ioly Communion?” *In
St. John's chapter,’ (sic.)

“ We do not call it St, John's chapter. Here
is o Bible. Find mo the place. Nevor mind
tho chapter, What is the puart of the Bible
called you havo turned to now? 3t. Johns
what ?° ¢Sl John's Iipistle.’

“ No, St, John'’s Gospel.  You have heard of
the Gospols, haven't you? Ilow many Gospels
are thero 7" ¢Six," and so on,

If this is tho stute of knowledge of one
anxious to boe confirmed, and to learn, what
must be tho state of those who, with their
parents, are uttorly indifferent o religion!

THE NOTE OF SANCTITY IN THIS BN i-
LIS CATHOLIC CHURCIIL

[ #9rom the dloly Cross Mugazine.]

Our Lord Christ suid to His Apostlos that
they would sit on thrones judging the twelve
tribes of Iseuel, Thoe Catholic Chureh is tho
Spiritual Isruol, and extended throughont the
ages, and all over the world, tukes within her
fold o great multitude of all nutions and kind-
rods nnd peoplos and longues.  In the Budy
Mystical of Christ are mnny members; in His
Kingdom are many provinces. The Church
doos not annihilute ditferences of human char-
acter, whother individual or nutional, but dis-
plays in thom the unily nnd fertility of her di-
vine lifo, sunctifying, moulding and ompioymg
thom to wanifost s manifold grace, Who
dwells within hor broust,  Evoery portion of the
grent Vinoyard of Christ is holy ground, but
not ull purts thoreof have the same reenery, notv
is tho fruit doveloped without variety of cul-
ture and i own specializol virtnes,  Spoiking
gonorally, tho Bustorn Christinn han character-
intics which differ trom the Western ; the lSng-
lish is not quite like either the Latin or the
Grock.

Boelonging, as we do, Lo the Fnglish Catholic
Church, wo should remomber that, when wowsay
that wo boliove in tho loly Catholic Church we
aflirm our luth in that part of it where lies our
inheritanco,  Wo beliove that it is Catholie and
thorofore Holy,  We boliove that God calls us
to be saints, and that the Church of the English
race in & ground whore sunetity is produced,
oqually with any other part of Chiist’s King-
dom,
in tho Ureod, Wo beliove that all the powers
ol snintly lifo, bostewed by Christ upon the
Catholic Churceh, nro bostowod upon ourselves,
and that wo shall be judged in the Inst day ue-
cordingly. Wo should not ignore the tokens off
sunctity olsowhero, mueh loss should we dispar-
ago the holy ovidences characteristic of our
own position nmong the tribes of Israol. Nay,
as wo refleet upon a fow ol them, wo may tind
cnuse to confoss our faith with strongor asaur-
ange, more loving dovotion, deoper sense of God's
goodnoss to us and our owa l'csl)mmibility.

Tirst, 1t is ovident thut the Bnglish Chureh,
with wholo-hearted and pure intention, hokds
the Catholic Faith, Mo hold the Catholie Faith
is to havoe the Mind of Christ and be informed
by Mis Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Wisdom and
I?ndorstmuling, tho Spirit of Knowledge and
Cuounsol. The Anglo-Cntholic Church contends
earnestly for tho Iaith which wax once for all
delivered to tho Saints, seoks to conform to it,
and is continually rising up to its requirements,
No mattor what may boe her practical deficien-

To bolieve this iy essentind to our beliot’

cies and fuilures, they ave obviously accidental
not intentional, and will be remedied according
to the principle of Catholic integrity which
acluates her,

Sccondly, She longs for the visible unity «f
Christendom and most constaut are her prayers,
nntiving her efforts, for that end. In this re-
spect she is distinctive wmid the scuttered fam-
ilies of God’s people. The Birenicon of Dr,
PPuney i4 only one of many tokens of such union
with tho Heart of Jesus, The Knglish Church
has this Spiritnal glory, this note of sanctity,
that from her sounds out upon the scenc of
division und discord the sweet voice of the Spirit
of lave,

Thirdly, She is characlerized by u sturdy
honesty and truthfulness. * God ix light, and
in lim i no darkness at all.” We see in the
Luglish Church this likeness to our Lord more
pluinly than elrewhero, It hay pleased God to
endow the Anglo-Sson rage with o sinealar
love of trath, thut the Cnureh of tuat people
be a shiming light in Christendom.  Her moral
theology does not blend piety with fal-chood,
[fthere isono thing which the Eoglish Christian
knows more thaw another, it is that he cannot
be a liur and please Gold, fler contentim tor
such institutions and prineiples ot religion, as
hive eome o question, has heen on the basis off
truthiul investgation of tacts, and with deter-
mination to abide by those hacts, whatever they
may be, A system ot religions doctrines and
practices, which muv scem plausible 1o the
haman mind, b which wo supported, amd
have to be supporied by forgeries, varbled quo-
tations, concealments and tricks ol sophisiry, is
abhoreent to the English character,  Horein we
touch a rceret spring ot the powerin the Angli-
can Chureh to vally oat of mistakes and errors,
ineurved through frnovance oroppression. This
is the power ot the Resurrcction Lile of our
Lord, manitosted in lhs Chareh, against which
the gates of hell shall not prevail, Ouat of errors
and sins xheis carrfod by the Spiviv of Truath,
who tills horsoul,  Sho lives, she moves, again
fifts up horacht) is cleansed and arrayed ancew
with the robes of sanctity, and that is her de-
vout use of Holy Seripture, the Word of T'ruth,
IHer appeal in faith and morals is wo Holy Serip-
ture, as interproted by Catholie teadition, Iy
no othor partol the Catholie Clinrch is the Holy
Bible read so publicly, so continuonsly, ~o COMm-
prehousively, as in the Bugzh<h Ofice, No vhere
clsu in Holy Seripture so essentially a standard
of thowght, o fundamentilly u formative prin-
ciplo of spiritual and morai fite. Elsewnere,
indeed, individuals exeel in knowledge ot Vv
Seripture but in what pations is sueh know-
fedge 5o tur spread, so free so operative, as
amotye those who speik the English tongue ?
Yetit'to Lo saintly is to by like our Saviour
Christ, then this characteristic of the Charel of
the Faglish is a trait ot Hi< own character, and
a note of sunetity, To this end] St Paunl de-
clared, Holy Seripture is givenamd is profitable
* that the mun of God may be perteet, thor-
oughly furnished unto all good works,”

Fitthly, 1t has ]ch:m(‘ll tind to endue our race
with a special independence of ngture and love
of liberty,  His grace and providentiad ovdering
in the Chareh (o it would appear to us) have
moulded this innate impulse that it may deve-
lopo & remarkable bealth and vigor of moral
action,  Tho Discipline of the Anglican Church
has often been untuvorably contrasted with that
of Rome.  The Roman Catholic has minute par-
ticulars stated and ruled tor the conduct ot his
life, even as to what he may eat, or not eat, in
Lent.  He i tanghi to rest upon an external,
spiritual diroction, to which the more ¢orm-
pletely ho subwmits himselt, the holier and hap-
pieris ho. Such a mothod of dealing with the
soul han both advantages and disadvantages,
1t may be well suited to those for whom it is
intonded, and those for whom it is overruled by
tGod.  But it by no means tollows that our own

freer discipline is not good alio, and better
suited to our national character. The English
Catholic has the same essential principles of re-
ligion, but their particular application is thrown,
in greater degree, upon his own discretion and
responsibility, We beliove that this toois over.
ruled of God, according to His great wisdom,
that in the realm of moral action, His faithtul
my =urrender themselves to Ilim with more
intelligent and sincere desire,  “ An offering of
a free hearb will I give thee, and praise Thy
name, O Lord, because it is so comfortable.”

Sixthly, Another feature of holy life shown
in the English Church is of great significance.
We find therein a sobriety of spirit, suggestive
of exceeding strength, a quictness of deep fecl-
ing, o well-balanced state ot thought, a judici-
ousness of mind and harminy of virtues. In
such way i< evidenced the rrowing seed of that
perfection wherein the soul shall rejoice when
the sons of God shall be made muanifest.  Doc-
trines not according Lo the proportion of fuith
and hysterieal devotions, cults which-come of
disca<ed imagination and spivitual energy of
any kind. which is untrue to the proper rela
tion of the fuculties o1 the soul, overstraining in
one direction or stunting and paralyzing in
another, are foreizn to the nature of Knglikh
Christianity ; and an additional token of the
grace of God wherein we stand,

Some people unwisely look away to other
comditions of the Cutholic Church with unworthy
thoughts of their own inheritance.  An impar-
tinl reflection upon tucts will show them that
the note of sanctity in the Anglican Church is
distinet and clear, having moreover its own
special aml noble characteristics. Our dear
Mother has many sons and daunghters by whom
the Lord hux wrought great glory.  She has a
clowd of witnesses who testify 1o the purity of
her des=cent, In the comfort of her sanctity we
should take warning to be faithful to enr high
calling,, that, in the day when the Lowd and
Judyre Eternal shall declare who are His, and
whoure holy, we may be numbored with the
Saints, F. 1L Stenns,

DEVOTION,

The devotional side of the religious life ix one
that we fear is much overlooked and neglected
by us as i body, Itis not the fault ofour Church
that it should be so; she provides for daily
prayers and has special services for special
seasons ; epecial helps for special wants. There
is whbeautitul passage in one of Froude's Short
Studies. which shows how the Church follows
us with prayer and sacrament through our
whole earthly pilgrimage.

It i3 as tollows ;—

“Christin his twelfth year was presented in
the temple and tirst entered on His ather's
husiness; and the baptized ¢hild, when it has
grown {o an age to beeome conscimts of its vow
and of its privilego azain renews itin full know-
ledgre of what it undertakes, and receives again
sacramentally a fresh gift of grace to tit
forward on its way. In maturity it secks a
companion to shure its pains and pleasures, and
trnin Christ i prosent to conseerate the union
Marriage, which outside the Church only serves
to perprtuate the curso and bring fresh inheri-
tors of misery into the world. He made it holy
by [lis presence at Cana, and chose it as the
symbol to represent 1Tis own mystic union with
his Church,  Kven Saints cannot live without
at timwes some spot adbering to them. The
atmosphere in which wo breathe and move is
soiled, and Christ has anticipated our wants.
Christ was forty davs in the wilderness not to
subduo His own flosh—for that which was
already perfeet did not need subduing—but to
give to repentance 8 cloansing virtue to serve
tor our daily, our hourly ublution, Christ con-
seerates our birth ;  Christ throws over us our




