2

THE CHURCH GUARDIAN.

July 5, 1894,

In order lo socure more nclive co-operation
and support in favour of Sunduy-schools, the
Committee of tho Institute, in the yeur 1873,
entered into friondly communication with the
Socioty for Promoting Christinn Knowledge
and tho National Socioty, with the view of ab-
taining aid, if possible, to the plans which the
Sunday School [nutituto had put forward. Two
meotings wero held, at which the whole ques-
tion of%undny—sch(ml orgunisation und expun-
gion was fully discussed, and, a8 the result, the
Joint Commitlee, representing the above Saoci-
etics, decided that they could neither subsidise
the Instituto nor tnkeover any of its operations,
but recommended u large oxtension of the
oftorts of tno Church of Englund Sunday School
Institnte as the best means for obtsining the
object desired.

Tnssing on, the noxt imporiunt event took
placo in 1880, in connection with the celebra-
tion of the Centenary of Sunday-schools. Owing,
to u great extent, to the stops which were taken
by tho Institute for disseminaling information
upon the subject, u vory genernl interestin the
commemoration wus  aroused amongst the
frionus of Church Sunday-schools, which aysum-
ed, in tho end, oven Nutional proportions,

Tho Committeo of the Institule were success
ful in obtaining through Archbishop Tuit the
putronage of the Queon to the movement, and
in overy Dioceso spoecial netion was Luken to con-
gidor tho subject of Sundny-school urgunisation,

The muin objoets of the Church of Eugland
Sundny School Institute may bo briefly sum-
marised under two divisions :—

1. To lixtend, Inprove, and Develope the Sun-
day-school System in the Church of England,
11, Tv secure Ipivient Teackiny in Chureh
Sunday-schools.
IL. Suspay Scrool Exressiow,

1. The Institutoe has promotud Lhe first object
by tneune of the following operations :-—

1. By u Central Ofice, through which infor-
mation in rogard to the needs of Sunday-schools
is ancortained, and the best motheds of organis-
ing amd conducting thom nre suggostod,

An evidence of the popularity of tho Lnstitute,
and the soundnoss of its principles, is shown by
tho applicnsions which have besn roceived from
the United States and  the eolonies in reforence
to the formation of Sunduy Schoul Institutes on
the linos of the Contral Soeety in ngland,
A fow yenrs wngo o Swday School Institate
for Amorien wae  started, which is  now
supportedd by the whole of the  American
Bishops, and similar action has been taken in
Poronto, Nova Scotin, Sydney,and other Coloninl
Diocesos.

Tho Sunday-school has been one of the most
offective mediums for spreading o knowledge of
Holy Scripture amongst the masses, and in its
onrly days propared the way tor the British
and Foreign Bible Society, the National Society
and kindred institutions,

1t has nlso beon a valunblo adjunct of Mis-
sionary onterprise. A missionury without n
Sunday-school would bo doprived of the most
vulunble agency by which he wing the confidence
and support of the peoplo amongst whom ho

Iabours. _
. It s ulso brought Clergy nd Laity togother

in largor numbers than any othor branch of

Christinn work, and has produced a large
army of Lay helpers, who dovoto time, cnergy,
and substancein promoting tho extension of the
kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ,

Tho Stutistics of Sunday-schools furnish un-
mistakable ovidencs of their popularity, not
_only in this country but throughout the world,
In 1883 tho number of S. Stholars in Great
Britnin was stated to bo 1,648,890, . Thoy now
number upwards of six millions. The totul
aumber of Scholars thronghout tho world con-
noatod with Sunday-schools amounts to nearly
18,000,000, and tho total number of Toachers
enguged in the work is noarly 2,000,000,

As regurds the Church of England, from the
Statistics of Sunday-schools und Bible-classes
which have been kindly furnished by the Editer
of “The Officiul Yenr Book of the Church of
Eogland,” the total number of Scholurs connect-
with Church of England Sunday-schools in Eng-
lend and Wales is 2,628 467, The sume returny
show the number of Teachers to be 186,614, By
acdding the Scholars and 'I'eachers connceted
with the lpiscopal Church in Scotland and
the Church in lreland wo have a total of up-
wards of Two and three-quarter millions of Scho-
lars and upwurds of Lo hundred Thousand
Tenchors connected with Church Sunday-schools
in the United Kingdom.

2. The Extension of Sunday-schools is ulso
fostered by the establishment all over the
country of Branch or Locul Sunday School As-
Sociations,

There hus been a steady growth of Associn-
tions, In the yeur 1880 (tho year of the Sun-
day Schuool Centenary) there were 253 Ansociu-
tions, The total number in union with the
Institute ut the present time is 391, Of these
41 ure in London, 332 in other parts of trreat
Britain and lreland, and 18 in Indin and the
Culonies,

(To be Continued.)

THE PRAYER BOOK A MISSIONARY,

By Brsuoe Huen Minner Toosesos, (Mis-
SISSIPLEL)

A Liturgy is a growth. A real Prayer Book
cannot be extemporized. It is a “development.”
Its roots run back into the dimness of the misti-
oat Past. It is the blossom of the ages.

In wore need somo soul cried to God!  More
or less intelligently, more or less articulately,
from carth to lenven went the ery!

In the hour of deliverance, in the great joy
of victory—deliverance and vietory for himself
or for his peoplo—some soul sang till the stars
tingled sang its joy and thanks to the tireat
God whosustaing the Right and puts down the
wrong for gvermore,

And human needs are ulwiys the same, and
human victories, if they be reul victories, are
always the same, and another aml another
catehes the fist lyric ery of thanks, or the first
passionate wail for pity, and repeats it and adds
to it undor the same emotions in the swme
measure, and the snme endence, and so the
prayer grows and  the thanksgiving grows
and the broken, stammering contession grows,
and the great 1ail! Ilallel! (Mealth! Thauks !
Praise!) to Jehoval “for Ilis Merey ondureth
forover !" grows to more and more articulate,
human and rationnl expression,

The only gonuine extempore prayer is a half
innrticalate ery.  In our day and among our
poople there ean be no genuing extempore prayer
at alll The attempt to make ono contradiets
tho very delinition of prayer, When thoe logieal
and constructive facnlty is in exereise, there
may bo sL)ccch oloquent, supplication eloquent
and ever beautiful—but & real prayeris always
essentinlly w ery! Tt has been said truly, that
tho only instance of extempore prayer in the
New Tostament is tho prayer of tho Pharisce
in the Temple—* God, I thank Thee that [ am
not us other men are.”

¢ The Prayer Book,” * * ® #
Is a Workl Book. In that lies its power, It
is tho growth of tho ages. The Church has
nover drenmed that she conld mako a Prayer
Book! Anoxtempore Prayer Book would be
adiscord more harsh and grating than any
anmount of extempore prayers | * %%
It is of no consequence that men somotimes still
give voico to the old moth-eaten prejudices
about * praying by a book,” )

Here, in the Prayer Book, isa collection of
devotions, of prayers, praises, thanksgivings,
of wailing supplications, of triumphant rejoic-
ings which have been echoed and re-echoed, sung
in all tongue+, cried in all voices, since the
world began, They are Humanity's verbal in-
tercourse with Gall  The visible and temporal
speaking to the Invi-ible and Eternal for six
thousand years! :

Here is the cry of Humanity since the gates
closed on Adam! Here is the prean of victory
ssince man thanked his Father for his first vic-

tory over evil! The words were born in the
dawn, They shall ring to the last earthly sun-

sel, and the first awful dawn of the new
Heavens and the new Earth!

And one of the most divinoly obligated testi-
monies and burdens which the Church has been
commissioned and ‘ordained to bear in this land
has been this burdou and testimony of prayer!
That real prayer is not one man's word,-nor ten
thowsand men'’s word, but Humanity’s word
and ¢ry to the Lord sinee the beginning—and
thereture the word of the Eternal World!

After years of prejudice and ignorant bitter-
ness, as the light increases, of knowledge and
spiritual illumination, we are seoing the results
of vur slow, patient, half unconscious teati-
mony to Christ and to natural law,

Our Prayer Book, next to the Bible the
greatest book in English speech, hascome to
recognition.  Ina “ Baptist” ehureh the other
duy the Te Deum was chanted! In a Prosbyte-
rian church the minister recites ““our' Lord's
Prayer, Creed and Ten Commandments! Ina
Methodist church (well, our denr ** Methodist
brethren ™ are our brothers with a bend sinister
for difterence,” us the heralds say) they use
more than half of our Communion service!
They **acquire” from us right and left ; and
they are welcome,

Indeed, our dear sepavated brothers of all
names and kinds tind the source of their prayers
and heavtfell devotions in that grund old Pruyer
Buok under whose influence their grandfathers
grew up, und to whose very words the grand-
sons ave now returnlng.

“What beautiful prayers hemakos " has been
said of more than one minister of tho various
denominations, whose ¢ beautiful prayers " were
taken bodily from the Prayer Boolc!

The Bookis uncopyrighted—very free—the
more they take the better.  All Churchmen are
delighted—only men should be frank! Kven
preachers should tell whero they got things,

For this Book, which is, like the Mnglish
Bible, ours, und yet not ours—ours in trust for
allour race—is freely for the nse of every * de-
nomination * that chooses to use it. And we
know well that every ““denomination” speak-
ing English, no matter how prejudiced against
us, tinds whether it is conscious of it or not,
its best and highest expression of devotion in
the words of that Book for which we Chureh-
men are trastees for all who “speak the tongue
that Milton and that Shakespearo spoke.” ~

1t is a great thing tor Christian unity, pray
ed for, hoped for, suro to come, that the Urayer
Book is an Linglish c¢lassic. No such English
anywhere! Idiomatie, ringing, concise, melo-
dious, thrilling to the heart, “tender and true,”
genuine s all English speech is and was meant
to be—nowhere can you find its equal. No
student of the linglish tongue is equipped for
judgment or criticixm till he hus saturated him-
self with the odor and atmosphere of “The
Book of Common Prayer.”

Far off at scu the “the heavy-shotted ham-
mock shroud ' encloses the dead sailor's form.
The grizzled eaptain stands, surrounded by his
woutherbeaten crew, and reads from the one
Book—till the earth and the sea shall give up
their dead—we commit his body to the deep.”

In the saloon of the great Atlantie racer the
electric light shines over a sudden merry gather-
ing and the bronzed captain, timid and confused



