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2nd the appointment -of its officers, ' So with
the Kingdom of Christ. Our Lord, early in
the ministry, “called uuto Him His disciples,
and of them He chose twelve, whom also He
called Apostles’ [St. Luke vi, 13]. To these
Ho assigned an honorabla and distinct position,
T have called you friends, for all things that
I have heard of my Father I have made known
unto you” [St. John xv, 16]. “Ye have not
chosen Me, but I have chosen you and ordain-
ed” [St. John xv, 16]. “Whatsoever yo shall
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven” [St.
Matt, xviii, 18]. In His last prayer He dis-
tinguishes the Apostles from the rest of the
followers [St. John xvii, 20]. From all the
references to them we learn that ministerial
agency and authority was a leading principle of
His Kingdom. Let it be observed, also, that these
Apostles were chosen, not from below, but
from above ; not by the people, but by Christ.
Jesus gives his final commission to the Apostles
when, after Hig resurrection, He meots the
eleven by appointment in Galilee. Read it in
St. Matt. xxviii, 16-20, This commision is full,
absolute and perpetual. “Lo, I am with you
alway, even unto the end of the world” This
text alone meets the assertion that the aposto-
lic office was limited to the twelve,

Matthias makes twelve; for the inspired
writer speaks of “the twelve” after the Pente-
cost, but before St. Paul was converted [Acta
vi, 2]. St. Paul is thirteen. Barnabas is four-
teen [Acts xiv, 14]. Thus the charmed num-
ber of twelve is broken, St. Paul's caso slone
refutes the definition that an Apostle must be
one who had “companied” with Jesus from tho
beginning. Witnessing to the resmrection was
not peculiar to Apostles, for the Commission to
be witnesses [St. Luke xxiv, 48] was given to
the disciples of Emmaus and others besides the
Apostles. Five hundred brethren could wit-
ness o His resurrection. Inspiration was not
peculiar to them, for six of the Apostles gave
no evidence of inspiration, while St. Luke and
St. Mark do. Others besides Apostlos worked
-mirgoles [1 Cor. xii, 10]. Christ said to the
Apostolic College:—*Lo, I am with youalway,
sven unto the end of the world.”

After Christ’s ascension the Apostles exercis-
ed sapreme control over the entire Church, and
those who believed “continued steadfastly in
the Apoztles’ doctrine and fellowship” [Acts ii,
42]. Every man's goods were placed at the
Apostles’ disposal [Acts iv, 35]. Barnabas laid
the price of his lands at the Apostles’ feet
[Acts iv,37]. The Pentecostal Church was not
democratic, but ar oligarchy, ruled by twelve
persons, who were neither appointed nor re-
movable by popular will,

Hitherto no other ministry is wmentioned.
But now the Apostles appoint seven ‘Dea-
cons,”  Although not called deacons in the
Acts, exegetical tradition is almost unanimous
in favor of this view, and the latest and best
critice sustain it. The Apostles appointed
these deacons and ordained tbem. “Look out
among you seven men whom we may appoint
over this business” [Aocts vi, 3].

Then we read next [Acts xi, 30] of Elders in
the Jerusalem Church, but we are not told in
the Acts when this order was constituted, or
;vhat precisely were its duties. However it is

ere.

So, then, we have in the Jernsalem Church
three orders of ministers—viz., [1] Apostles, or
supreme rulers and ordainers, 2] Elders, [3]
Deacons. These last two never ordained.

Butit was not destined that the twelve should
remain in Jerusalem forever. One of them,
“James, the brother of John Herod killed with
u sword” [Acts xii, 2]. The Apostolic College
is broken up, and we never read again of the
twelve as before. The government of the
twelve at Jernsalem is now exchanged for the
ﬁresidency of one man—*‘James, the Lord’s

rother.” From every notice of this man re-
corded in Seripture he seems to exercise Epis-
copal powers over the Church at Jernsalem.

St. Peter sends tidings of his release to “Jamos
and the bretbren” [Acts xii, 17]. Next we soe
bim presiding over the firat Council and deliver-
ing his sentence: My sontenco is, that we
trouble not them” [Acts xv, 19]. So again, St.
Paul, on coming to Jerusalem after his third
missionary journey, “wentin unto James ; and
all the Elders were presont” [Acts xxi, 18].
These and other notices incidentally confirm
the truth of the testimony of all antiquity, that
James was the first Bishop, or perpotual presi-
dent, of the Church of Jerusalem.

The few mnotices of Church government
which we have in the Acts all teach one-prin-
ciple, viz.:—Apostolic merging into Diocesan
Episcopacy.—Rev, R. 8. Barretl in the Silent
Missionary.

CORRESPONDENCE,

{The name of Correspondent mustin all cazes he enclosed
with letter, bat will not be published unless desired. The
Editor will not hold himsell responsible, however,forany
opralons expressed by Correspondents.]

Tec the Editor of THE CHURCHE GUARDIAN:

Sir;—Will yoa, or some clorgyman answer
Ing irer ? Is the money pald to the Widows
of deceased clergymen properly inherited, or
do they receive it, as an act of charity ? As sta-
ted per letter, in Dominion Churchman on April
147

AN INQUIRER.

(A8 we understand it, the Clergy pay what
may be called an annual premium to secure an
allowance ou death to their widow and child.
ren, Apart from thoe fact that tho premium pro-
bably is low, there is little to distinguish this
from like provision by way of Insurance; and
wo do not see why the one more than the other
should be regarded as as act of charity. The
survivor takes the benefit as a right, according
to the rules of the particular diocese.—Ep.)

Sir,—The outspoken and manly utterances
in reference to the Church, which appear from
time to time in the CHUROE GUARDIAN cannot
fail to merit the warm approval of all Church
people. I only pray that they may accomplish
their proper work and be heartily endorsed by
an any ono calling himself a “Churchman.”
These are but a few of tho reflections which
have come to mind on perusing back numbers
of the CHURCH GUARDIAN, which I was provent-
ed from reading in the ovder in which they
came, on account of absence from home,

By the way, I seo that one of your corre-
spondents in a back number uses the word
“ruination,” which, permit me tosay, is said by
a distinguished Lexicographer to be obsclote
and inelegant.”” I suppose that the word was
never o substitnte for its more simple, yet cor-

ct one, “ruin,” by any educated person.

I hope when I get seitied in my new home,
to be able to send you o number of new sub.
geriber to the CHURCH GUARDIAN, which I
think is one of the best mediums for Church
information, ete.

Yours very truly,
Senex.

Port Stanley, Ont., April 20, 1887,

Sir,—The importance of having religious in-
struction given in our Public Schools must be
my excuse for asking a small portion of your
space to make known to others what we have
done in this mattor in the village of Shelburne,
Qut. Every time T read tho vules and regula-
tions pertaining to religions instruction in the
Public Schools of Ontario, I was struck with
one clause, which gives power to the Trustees
to shorten the hours of secalar instruction in
order o give an opportunity (o the clargy of
the different denominations or their representa-
tives, to give veligious instruction to the chil-
dren belonging to their own communion, I
thought, what is there to prevent me-ssking
the Trustees of our village school to allow me

to teach our Church children the
the Christian Faith.
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Accordingly I got up a petition and' got it
signed by nearly all our members who pay .

school rate, asking thut the school hours might
be shortened by twonty minutes, one day each

week, that thus I might have an opportunity *
of giving roligious instruction ta those pupils -

attending tho Public Schools who are members
of the English Church. I personally present-
ed this potition to the Trustees, and was
much pleased with the willingness they dis-
played in carrying out my snggostions,

They at once passod a resolution shortening
the school hours by thirty minutes every Friday
atternoon, so as to give an opportunity to the
ministers of the different denominations to
give religious instruction to their own chil-
dren,

I now, therefore, visit the sohool every

week for the purpose of giving religious in- .

struction.

Two thoughts suggosts thomselves to my
mind on this matter. 1st Most of the clergy in -
{Cannda have their outstations to sttend to om
Sunday afterncon, so it is the exception for -

clergymon to be habitually present in his
Sunday-school. Is not this an invaluable op-
portunity afforded us of secing and teaching the
young of our flocks. '

2nd, Hore is & common platform on which
all of us, high or low, can moet and forget our
litile difforonces while carrying out the Great
Shepherd’s command, “Feed my lambs,”

Yours faith{ully,
Hensy G. Mooneg,
Inoumbent of Shelburpe, Ont.

JUBILEE SUGGESTION.

Sir,—The air is full of Jubilee propositions.
May I through you, submit one to the mothers

gnd children of the Church in the Diccess of

Ountario ? For if there he one class' of our
Great and good Queen’s subjects more than
another, which should gratofuily commomorate
ber reign and example of fifty years, it is that

which comprises mothors and children. No. -

fontures of Hor Majesty's character have baen
more illustrious than those which have made
hor forever admirable as & Daughter and s
Mother.

Now with the deopost regret, I state tho fact
that just now the Bishop of our Ontario dio-
cose 18 homele~8 and housoless; widowed and
bereaved of his childron his Lerdship has I
believe, the hoartful sympathy of both his laity
and clergy in his afllictions. ~ At present, he is
in England prosecuting with success the in-
terests of the Church oenerully as woll as those
of his own Dioceso. It happens that this year
is_tho twenty-fifth of his Lpiscopate during
which he has seen his young Diocese makin
the most rapid progress and urgently in need
of division. There is soarcely o parish or
mission in Ontario that has not now its Par-
?onnlge ; bul the Bishop himself remains house-
088

May I then suggest that it would bo a most .

practical and timely “ JusiLee MemonraL” for
the Mothers and Children 6f the Churchin

Ontario, to rontribute the amount required to”

purchase or build a See House for the Dio-
cese, und present this to the Bishop on his ve-

turn to Capada? Very small sums of from

5 cents to ous dollar from each mother and

child, would supply all the funds required. Tf

the clergy approve of the above suggostion
and will present it to their congrogation at

once, organizing a little band of collectors in .

cach parish, the money will soon be raized,

But no timeshould be lost. In hope that the

suggeation muy commend itself to the sym.

pathy of all hearts that are at once loyal to”

the Throne and the Altar, I am, sir, yours, &o. :

T. Beprerp Jones, LL.D,,
Archdeacon of Kingston,

Nepaneo, April 29th, 1887,



