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before, and at dawn they stood upon the loi ty Plains of
Abraham.

But their becarts sank whien they saw the castle, and the
massy walls that enclosed the garrison, they biad no artillery,
and ncarly liaif thiefr muskets were rendered useless during
their march throughi the wilderaiess. Tbey Iearned tee, that
reinforcements liad becn added te the garrison, making an
attack, a bopelcss wvaste of effort.

The Lieutenant-Governor and Colonel McLean, well knew
that Arnold's littie army was toc iveak te attempt ait assault,
and feit sure tliat thec tierce winds cf wintcr and snow would
soon force theni from tlheir bleak encanlpment

Arnold learned that Sir Guy Carleton, wvho bad retired
from Montreal,w~as approacliing Quebec. He aiso inspected
his ammunition and stores, and te his surprise found that
nearly ail the cartridgcs %vcre spoiled, liardly five rounds to
a man being Ici t fit for use. Finding bis attcmpt vain, by
fiequent hostile displays upon the heighits to draw out the
garrison, auid learning from bis friends ini the city that
Carleton wvas near at hand, Arnold broke up bis camp, and
retired to Pointe .aux Trembles, about 20 miles above
Q uebec, te await the appreaching troops of Montgomiery.
Motntgýiie.ry landed at Pointe aux Trembles, on ist cf
December, his troops rcduced to a mere bandful. He took
command cf the combitied troops, amiounting to only about
9oo effective men. The next day, in the face of a heavy
snowvstorm, they started for Quebec, and arrived in sight cf
the city on tlie 5th.

The American forces wvere considerably inferior in num-
bers te those cf the garnison, but this wvas unknown wvîthin
the city. For more than three weeks unavailing attempts to
make an entrance, and as a last resort, it ivas resolved to
make a regular assault upon the city at different peints, whichi
resolution was put into execution on December 3 Ist.
The failure of the attack, with the death of Montgomery


