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MONTREAL, JANUARY, 1845.

No, 1.

EMBLEMS OF DEITY.

< The Sun i3 a fine emblem of Deity.
The heavens are his tabernacle ; earth
and sea the regions over which he reigns,
rejoicing in his light, and vivifying in the
warmth of his influence.  'When lie with-
draws, creation -mourns and droops ;
when he rises, the flowers expand, the
air is vocal with the songs of his wel-
coming, and man beholds, delights in.
and joins in the thousand sights and
'sounds of gratulation, :
The mountain typifies Deity. There
is no city, though vainly called eternal,
whose duration is like that of the ever-
lasting hills. - The dust at its base is that
of crumbled and forgotten walls and
palaces, Their inhabitants had passed
more rapidly. into nen-existence and ob-
livion. It is seen afar, and the traveller
on the plain, and the mariner on the
wave, guides by it his distant course.
The gradations of its uscent are marked
with the productions of eartl’s varied
climates, as if there in representative
homage from their several regions. It
looks down on clouds and lightnings. To
the rude plains around, it is as the
mighty bulwark of their protection ; and
it flings over them its gentle, softening,
beautifying shade; as if in promise of its
shelter and its blessing. Or, not to notice
other single objects, such an emblem is
tlie ' whole materiabuniverse. Raclisepa-
rate planet seems but a grain of sand to
its unmeasured magunitude. The force
of its movements; were worlds opposed
to it, would crush them to dust, and scat-
ter them like chaff. The complicated
motions of the stars are as the workings
of an omniscient brain,. an universal in-
tellect. They measure ages, but feel
them not, Unchanged by time, they
seem as they had existed from a past
eternity, and had nought to fear from all
the storms of a coming eternity.
But humanity is a nobler emblem yet.
Man sces what.all this means. 1ts per-
.ception’is in liis sight ; its interpretation
isin his soul. 'Were there not the rati-
.onal beings to see and hear, no heavens
could declare the glory of God, nor fir-
mament show. forth his handy work.
Their beauty is felt by him, not by them-
selves, Their laws are investigated by
him, net by themselves, In- knowing
them e is their superior, and a better
image ‘of . God than they ave. That
knowledge: gives . him power, another
feature of the, image in which he was
created. Of the laws which he knows
lie avails himself, ard to that extent be-
comes the master, of the'elements, * The
grant of his sovereignty extends over the
animal creation. He tames their fierce-
.ness, and tasks their strength ; and they

. :minister to his wants, and do his bidding,

and he is as a god.unto them, for ¢ their

-eyes wait upon him, and he giveth them |.

their meat .in due season.” He rises
into a yet . higher:emblem when vested
with’ intellectual, political, moval power.
“When mer: by millions, receive bis com-
mand® ; when he sways bodies, minds

*,and hearts 3 when his words are law and

: destiny——suffering to some, enjoyment to
.others,—life to some, death to others;
when his.presence seems, by Lis influ-

. enee, extended over regions and ages,
i and

he is:to; mankind a blessing ora

“:But: not . the mast highly gifted in
mind,. nor the most despotic in power,
not the most infliential inigoodness, of
il the.sons ‘of .men,. ean. furnish out a
picture . of 'the Deity-like . Christ. . At

which he was the brightness. Look at
his miracles. In raising the dead there
is an indication of divine power which
nature never supplied.  Look at his
knowledge of the human heart and fu-
ture events, That emanated from a
higher wisdom than what designed the
orbits of the planets, or combined the

this is the doctrine into which thousands
upon thonsands of children ase catechis-
ed.  Why will not pareuts aud teachers
lead them, not to Calvin, but to Christ ?
So should they receive a blessing, even
as didlthose ¢hildren which were led to
Lim, potwithstanding that there were

elements of material existence. In the
dignity in which the Galilean peasant
walked the earth, and looked down upon
its rulers, and rebuked its lords, and
raised its slaves, and legislated for hu.
man hearts, and promised cternal life,
and established the kingdow of heaven,
learn the moral grandeur of God. That
unsullied purity on which the keenest
milice and the vilest falsehood could fix
no stain, portrays the Divine holiness,
That untiring patience which no stupid-
ity or perversity could bafile ; that low-
liness which disdained not the child, the
slave, the sinner, the outeast ; that kind
ness to all, which consorted with the
Samaritan, and was gracious to the Gen-
tile ; do they not preach to our immost
hearts of God's forbearance, condeseen-
sion, and impartiality ? That mercy
which so promptly welcomed back . the
erring follower, and so generously pray-
ed even for his murderers, is it not an
impressive lesson on. the fathomless
merey and freeforgivness of our God and
Father?: “And that benevolence  which
prompied him /to: incessant “exertion;
which supparted him through unparal-
leled suffering ; which was alike the
soul of his disconrses, ‘his actions, his
miracles ; which shone through his life
and his death; whose splendors were
around his brow wlen he expired on the
cross, .and when lie sat down on the
right hand of the Majesty on high; what
is it but a glorious revelation of the
glorious truth, that Godis love ?
———— .
THE GLORY OF GOD IN THE
: FACE OYF CHRIST.
(2 Cor, iv. G.)

Theologians say, that the very infant
comes into the world under the wrath
and curse of the Deity. They never
learned that by obscrving the glory of
God in the face of Christ. No such
withering frown ever sat on his henig-
nant countenance. Think of Christ
wroth witha child ! Think of Christ
cursing a child ! I must read in ‘the
gospel. that he did g0, before I Dbelieve
that God does so, and that the Calvinis-
tic doctrine of original sin is true. In
the strong horror of the human heart at

‘the monstrous combinations of such a

person with such anaction I read the con
demnation of that gloomiest article of a
gloomy ereed ; andif it bea foul calum-
ny on Christ, it must, exalted as e was,
be ayetfouler calumny on God. I would
‘sooner believe the one than the other. T
would sooner imagine Jesus of Nazareth
encountering some fond father and fond-
er mother, in the first freshness of their
parental feclings, as’ they pass beneath
< the gate which is called Beautiful,'—

not wenting, even then, erring disciples
to int{ercept their approach and forbid
thelr loming.  As his blessing was on
them, so is that of his and onr Ged. Ris
doctrine llnstrates his conduet. ¢ Their
angeliy he says, * do always behgld the
fuce of my Father, which is in heaven §
they ave peenliar objects of the providen-
tial care which, by the numbesr, swift-
ness, ind power of those supposed wing-
ed messengers, was so pictorially typi-
fied :lund again, ¢ Sutfer little children,
and fyrbid them not, to come nuto me,
for ofisuch is the kingdom of heaven.’
"Phiologians say that God avenged the
honor of his broken laws, and satisfied

are utterly inconsistent with that charac

thing to do with that eternal lite which
is in the knowledge of the Iather, -the
only God, and Jesus Christ whom he
sent— W, J. Fox. - :

. ——m s

~ MENTAL FREEDOM.

It has pleased the All-wise Disposer
to encompuss us from our birth by difh-
culty and allurement, to place us ina
wm-{d where wrong-doing is.often gain-
ful aud duty rough and perilous, where
many vices oppose the dictates of the
inward monitor. where the body presses
as a weight on the mind, and matter, by
its perpetunl agency on the senses, be-
comes a barrier between us and the
spiritual world. Weare in the midst of
influences which menace the intellect and
heart ; and to be free is to withstand and
conquer these. ;

1 call that mind free, which masters

the clhims of his justice, and made a
needfhl opening for the exercise of his
merey to the repentant sinner, by imput-
ing the sins of maukind. to Christ, and
~isithle their punishment on his head.
Theyfiever Jearned that either, by ob-
servilg the glory of God in the face of
JJesus Christ, - His heart and life neither
.exhilited nor recognized any such moral
‘prineiple as this sort of vindictive justice.
1t wab not thus that he dealt with those
wha %ifanded against’ him.  Nothing
could he so promps, rich, and free; as his
forgriveness, unless that of -God, as he
taught, and we believe it to be exercised

in the parable of the prodigal son.  Had
the principle, ascribed by this faith to
God, heen that of Christ, how would he
have aected, for instance, when. Peter
denied him? Think of the enormous
discrepancy which lis: then adopting it
wouldhave introduced into the gospel.
Suppose him forgiving Peter, notwith-’
stauding these teavs of bitterness, and
that subsequent life of devotion to his
caase, only on condition that John, the
beloved disciple, should, inhis own mind
and body, endure some penalty of heavy
anguish, the outpouring of the vials of
Jesug' wrath for the apostacy ef Peter,
imputed to him ; would this have
strengthened the precept to love Christ 7
Would this bave been a scene for us to
admire aud vencrate 7 Yet if God be
the God of vindictive justice, thus should
his glory have shone in the face of Jesus
Christ. It was a purer light that beam?,
ed from his eye, when in the midst of
diis false asseverations, ¢the Lord turned
and looked upon Peter.” That glance of
affectionzte upbraiding, of reproachful
tenderness, of frank forgivness, shone
into-his heart, as it does still into ours;
¢ that is the true Jight! When the yet
unconverted Paul was rushing on in his
cureer, it is true the glorified appearance
of Jesus struck him to the ecarth., But
it was no blow of vengeance, Though he
had aided in the infliction of death on
Chvistians, there was no demand of
blood for blood, his own or.that of a

less beautiful in the sculptured forms of substitute ; it was the blaze of mercy

marble on which its' gorgeous architec-
tare rested, than in the living human
gronp which werc there, bearing the
babe to the altar to dedicate it to the
God of its fathers,—~and "encountering
‘tliem with'that solemn malediction which
would sink into their souls and corrode
their lives; than I'would imagine the
Otnniscience which witnesses each man’s
birth; life, and death; to be in all earth's
scenes’ of parental anxiousness and fond-
nass over helpless iufancy, the all-perva-

re but beams of that glory of

ding presence of

u ‘almighty carse. ‘Yet

which blinded his- eyes to irradiate his
wmind ; it was the voice.of godlike com-
passion which said, < Saul, Saul, why
persecutest thou me ?' - And then with
godlike generosity, came his apostolic
commission and his Master’s. promise,
Now, T say, that if we are to sce as this
same Paul tells uz in the text, ¢the glory
of God in the face of Jesus Christ ;¥ if
the moral character of Jesus bie reilly a
picturing forth to the world of the moral
atiributes.of the Deity, then the common
doctrines.of atonement and satisfaction

BN

the senses, which protects itself against
animal appetites, which contemus plea-
sure and pain in comparison with its own
energy, which penetrates bencath the
body and recoguizes its own reality and
greatness, which pisses hfe,_ notin usl_c-
ing what it shall eat or drlnk,_ but in
hungering, thirsting, and seeking after
righteousness.

the bondage_of matter, which instead of
maling it a prisen-wall, passes’beyond
it to its Author, and finds in the radiant
signatures which it everywhere beara of
the Infinite Spirit, helps to its own spiri-
tual enlargement. , .

1 call that mind free, which jealously
guards its intellectual rights and powers
which ¢alls no man master, which does
not content itself with a passive heredi-
tary faith, which opens itself to light
whencesoever it may come, which re-
¢eives new truth as an angel from hea-
ven, which, whilst consulting others,
inguires still more of the oracle within
itself, and uses instructions from abroad,
not to supersede but to quicken and ex-
ait its own energies. :

I call that mind free, which sets no
bounds to its love, which is not imprison-
¢d in itself, or in a sect, which recogni-
zes in all human beings the image of God
and the rights of hiz children, which
delights in virtue and sympathizes with
suffering whercver they are seén, which
conquers pride, anger, and sloth, and
offers itsclf up a willing victim to the
cause of munkind,

1 call that mind frec, which iz not
passively framed by outward circumstan-
ces, which is not swept away by the tor-
rent of ¢vents, whieh is not the creature
of accidental impulse, but which bends
events to its own improvemunt, and acts
from an inward spring, from immutable
principles, which it has deliberately es-
poused. : .

I call that mind free, which protects
itself against the usurpations of society,
which does not cower to human opinion,
which feels . itself accountable to a higher
tribunal than mcan’s, which respects a
higher law than fashion, which’ respects
itself too inuch to be the slave or tool of
the many or the few. o

I call that mind. free, which, through
confidence in God and in the power of
virtue, s cast off_all fear but.that of
wrong-deing, which no menace og.peril
can enthral, which is calm in -the: midss
of tumults, and possesses itself though
all elso be lost, S

bondsige ‘of habit, whith does ndt’ me-

1

ter and those attributes, and have no-.

I 'call that mind free, which escapes

stopping at the material universe-and’

I call that mind frée, whieli resists thie »




