
8 The lieral Weulth of Canada.

Natural boundaries, very conspicuous and well derned, separate the agri-
cultural fron lie mineral region, and iere we find a blending of the two,
or an invasion of one in the forn of narrov stripes, wifth the general bouîndaries
of the other, it only serves to iierase the natural advantages and imiiportance
of both.

Tle agricultural region of Canada is determincd along its northern boindary
by the liaits of the unialted sedimentary rocks which cover that part of the
country. The mineial region maiy be said to exicnd over tle whole of the
northei n portion of this Province not occupied by the rocks before incntioned.
The Canadian siores of Lakes Supe inor and Il uron, and a line drawn frorm
\latceldeash bay to Kingston, on Lake Ontario indicate it upi
exactness, thie soiithern liis of te rock> eibracing Ihe wetely portion of
(Mr minerul wealh. Towiards the eat, with the execption of a basin
containing about 10,000 square miles betveen the St. Lawrene and the
)ttawa, and a narrow stripe on the north and south side of tle St. Lavrence

as far as fQuebec, the whole of the country towards the so called ilidsen's
Bay Company's Territory, is oc:opied l the asterly fetnsion of the
mineral region of Canada.

This vast expanse of country, litherfo known only to lumbermen and
trappers is intersected lhere and tlee with river vallies, ini wlich has accu-
moulated a soil of abounding fertihly and rcliîcss, w hii w ill one day becone
bountiful oases in fhe midst of a ast iiiiing coumtry.

The fertility of the soil in many of the river vallies so abundantly distiibuted
through a large portion of the uineral region of the Province, lm owiin, In
111nvmrOus instances, to Ilie preence of peculia r rocks containing in sinplar
profusion, iaiy of the element s reqiid by vegctables. The ales i iil.
of the river banks are often of extraordinary richness, and give testin onh of
their worith Iy supporting a heaiy and luxuriant growth of the difeient
varieties of timber.

Sir William Logan, in explaining the origin of the fertilify of some parts
of this region, says:

" In searching for the limestone ve found that a large part of the mnounains,
whiose slopes holid the geoo so is co mplosd of wat ias been called
lu/persthene rock, frcm the occur'erce in it of' a mineral of that naie.-
'I lie rock, howvever, as ascertained Iy fle analsis of' Mr. Ilunt, conisss
largely of lime feldspar, and hence the gou quality of the soil. The beautiful
mineral l«ridi'orite is one of ftiese hi fin ldsars. The foinier, vlien firsf
discovercd, used to be sold on accunt of ifs beauty, for ifs weight in gold,
and applied to the purposes of jeweluy. Now, omaments cut in if are w orth
no more ihan fli value of the labor expenudedl on tlitiii. We have fouind it
in ablidaice in flie rock. Cn such a soi] a la e se(ni a ficld of oats every
stalk of which ivas uipwards of five, and a large nibier six feet higli, witl
good giain at the head. The valleys underlaid by fle rock have always
constiuted, in ny mind, the main hope for thei Lauretiifian country in an
agiicultural point of viewr; but fle discovery of imiportant ranges, largely
composed of line feldspars, greatly extends flie irospe'ct of advantage.
Thiee rocks have be n met with in several localities, fromî A bercroibîie to
lhe ault-a-la 1'uce in Chateau liher; and as the Laurentian series in


