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oo The mercantie 1oterest, as 1t 15 called, bewmg entirely,
thsown 1pto that srale, those English papers that are not di-
rectly under the 1mmediate controuf ofgovernment, are sway ed
completely to the same side of the questiep, by the prepondera-
ting motive of wmteres!, forstis to the merchants alone they
look for their profits both by the circulation of their papers,
aod the prigting their advertisements It 13, however, a pre-
posterous avomaly 1n civif pohity (alluding to Lower Caoada)
that au wsigmificant proportion of the population, a trapsient,
migratory, flock of birds of prey, fuv zuch may with great pro-
priety, the bulk of our mercantile men be called, who lave
not, who can net have, aoy affecion for, or coucern o, the
permaent welfate of the country beyoud what their own mis-
erable temporary interest may create, aspire, and assume, to
dictate to, and costrou), an 1mmense majyonity of their fellow-
subjects, consisting of the ancient nobulity, the landed proprie-
tors, the gentlemes, the farmers, and settlers who are perma
nent, resident natives, and who have no qther country, no oth-
¢r 10terest, upon which to bestow their affection, and thewr at-
tention, than that winch they whabit, than that which gave them
birth  Yet this immense majonty, the upper classes of which
are by far the most enlightened, by far tie most learned, by far
the best cducated, by far the most expenenced, part of the
commumty 11 Lower Capada, have neither voice por head,
neither a fiee press, nor leaders of note, for the chiefl mes a-
mong them are not ambitious nor turoulent, and therr language
13 not that of the government, not that of the army, not that of
the adventurers who resort futher to enrich themselves, and s
now endeavoured to be proscnbed, as a prebminary measure
to the proscription of themselves from all share m _the legisls-
ture of the land of thexr natiaty It 1s obivious, therefare, (hat
a8 long as the other English papers are shut agaipst them, the
Free Press, beng alwost the only one by which the sent
mests and arguments of the Cavadian, or, as 1t has for party-
purposes been dengrugated, the opposition party, can be laid
hefore the public, it will be more occupied by writers on that
side of the question, than by thase on the other side, who have
the whole range of all the otler English papers at their disposal
Born ao Epghshman,* and bred up with feelings as well of the
stauochest layalty to my king, as of veneration far the British
coustilution, and of pride 10 my native country, [ bave never
theless, diring the caurse ofmy chequered lite, nearly one half

* As 1l mght be wondered at how an Eoglshmay gof the
prefic of Mac, thoughat 1s scarcely necessary to state s Can-
ada, where Iam so well known, that that s an assumed appel-
Iation, 1t may be as well to explan to my readers wn general,
that Lenns Luke Macculloh 1s an anagram of my real name
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