THE GOOD NEWS

ddlight to do it. This ought to be a re-
etf"“!wudation to the requirererit that we
&ve cheerfully. But is there not the most
®ided aversion to identify the cause of
brist with our own interests, 80 as to feel
at his cause is ours, and that we are under

® most sacred obligations to answer to its
Slist We have examples, given in the
"W Testament, of the influence of the
*Tuth, by which we see how devoted to the
“Ause of Christ the early Christians were-—
oW far his people were then led to identify
‘®mselves with his cause, when they
Yeeldeq to the full impulse of his love. But
OW few comsider these examples as recorded
 our imitation! Paul, however, in this
“Sapter refers to an example which will
“itinge to be a pattern throughout all
%@, and which from no circumstance can
Yer lose jts force. ¢ Ye know the grace
* our Lord Jesus Christ, that though be
% rich, yet for your sakes he became
I that ye through his poverty might
tich” The example of Christ is here
gresemed for the purpose of enforcing the
Uy of liberality, which is inculeated
"Oughout the chapter. And how sacred
. duty ag thus exemplified, how exten-
"¢ and  disinterested ought our benefac-
' ol_’s_ to be? The influences of the Holy
PIrit, are therefore necessary to lead us to
*® from motives, and in a spirit and
ner which honour Chnist, and which

I it a service which God will accept.

%) The Seriptures require an extent of
Qu:i.vol.ence which is not in accordance with
hag eelings. The requirement is, « as God
Prospered us.” The claims of God are
¥ upon us, that we serve him to the full
A L of our ability with all that is under
. %ntrol, and as our capabilities increase,
Bu: h‘ms extend with our growing ability.
OW few are disposed to look back to

g OW great Lias been the increase which

tupy, " his Providence has given to their
L1y ice, that thus they may know “ how
they owe to their Lord.” The stan-
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dard given in the New Testament, however,

by which to measure the return that we
ought to make to God of our eubstance,
requires that we thue review his dealings
with us in his Providence; so that where
there is an increase of substance there ought
to be an increase in the return which we
give to him, who has bestowed on us-all
that we have, that we may thus express our
sense of dependence on him and of his
kindness to us. The question with too
many, however, i3, not how many things
will they be able to want that they may
have the more to give for the sake of Him
who has bestowed on them all that they
have, and withheld nothing required for
their salvation; but rather, how much will
they be able with some plausibility to with-
hold from his cause, that they may add to
their substance, their comforts, or enjoy-
ments? And if you hear them express
their mind upon the subject without re-
straint, bow many show that this is in their

estimation the most unimportant matter

that comes before them, and everything
else may be attended to before it, convinc-
ing you that a very great change must be
effected before the anxiety be experienced
“to give unto God as he has proepered
them.”

(4.) Benevolence, to be a Christian grace,
must become a habit—a feature of charac-
ter which marks the genuine Christian as
decidedly as justice or purity. “On the
first day of the week let every one lay by
him in store as God hath prospered him.”
The regular and habitual attention to the
duty is thus distinetly taught. You not
unfrequently meet with examples of liber-
ality, which are certainly beneficial to the
cause or individual that may be the object
of its exercise, but if you inquire into the

moving spring, you find that it has been .

under the influence of something like

favouritism, or on account of some acciden-
tal circumstance, which the objact or per-

son may have had, that drew out the kindly



