R CANADA BOOKSELLER AND STATIONER

A WELL-KNOWN STATIONERY
MAN,

MR, ALEXANDER GILLIES, OF MONTRLAL.

I HIE stationes; trade will in a few days
be face to face again with one of the
oldest and most expetienced travelers

n this line in  Canada—Mr. Alexander

Gillies, who, on January Ist, started out to

represent  Austin & Robertson, wholesale

stationers, Montreal.  Mr. Gillies his Leen
off the road for a few months for reasons
which are entirely creditableto hizn. He was

a member of the late fiem of Boyd, Gallies &

Co. Montreal, the fire in whose warehouse

last May was followed by the disclosure of

as discieditable a piece of attemp:ed swindl-
ing and incendianism as ever took place in

Canada.

It was due to Mr. Gillies’ rugged ustegrity
and unswerving honesty thatthe whole

in business an enviable reputation. Mr,
Gillies has been in the paper business for
many years, and knows it thoroughly,
He comes from a family of paper-makers
and stationers. He was for thirty years
with Buntin & Co., and only joined the
Boyd firm in 1895, He is an uncle of Mr,
Jas. B. Gillies, of the well-known firm of
Buatin, Gillies & Co., Hamilton. He will
cover bis old ground for Austin & Robert.
son, and as one of the best known station-
cry men ia Canada, is pretty sure to meet
with a corclial reception from the trade
everywhere.  Austin and Robertson, a suc-
cessful concern which enjoys a large degree
of popularity, intend making a specialty of
the; big flat papers for the future, and Mr.
Gillies w.ll be afford-d plenty of scope for
lisexperience of paper and his energy. He
seems 11 have the faculty of perpe us youth,

thing was uncarthed. The fire, it will
be temembered, took place on a
Saturday night when Mr. (hllies was,
as usual, out selling to the trade, and
Boyd, the senior partner, was sup-
posed to be absent in Quebec. The
contents of the warchouse were prac-
tically destroyed, and the building it-
sclf completely gutted. It was a bad
fire, but the lirm were we!l insured. A
siatement of insurance clains was
made up by Boyd aggregating nearly
$30.000. When Mr. Gillies returned
to town lns partner asked him to sign
thi+, but the former objectied. Hedid
not believe the stack then i the ware.
liouse was worth nearly as much as
this sum, and honestly saud 52, Boyd
insisted on gomny on with the clum,
and Mr. Gillies, Laginning 10 think
there was somsathing wrong, dectined
to have anything to do with the settle-
ment, and would not be a party toit.
The firm was dissolhved, and Mr
Gillies refused to touch a penny of the
insurance money. Hoyd sett’'ed with
the msurance companies for about a

third of lus claim and left the country,
Then the whole disgraceful story came
out, ‘Twomen were arrested in con-.
nec:ion with the fire, and facts transpired
showing that there had been a plot to bumn
the warchouse and that part of the stock had
been removed beforehand. Mr. Gillies, in
whose absence and without whose know-
ledge, the whole thing had been arranged,
gave Ins strmghtfornard evidence at the
criminal investigation, and was campliment-
ed on all hands for his scrupulous integrity.
Theress hitile doubt but for hus action the
swindle would have been successfully work-
ed. To those who know Nr Gillies, and
the kind of man he 13, it will not seem
strange that he should have followed the
course he did,  But the arcumstances cer-
tainly point to a strong regard for the
straight course, which gang for every man

MervanDex Gritigs, or MoNrerat.

and noone would think him past fifty years.
Indeed, he is said to bLe a grandfather, but
BOOKSELLER AND STATIONER s inclined to
doubt this asseriion, though it is made on
good authonty. 1fit be true, his appearance
must b: accounted for by the good con-
science he carties about with him. Mr.
Gillies has the best wishes of the trade in
his new sphere of labor.

The wr.ter of a squib says that while look-
ing over & cook book the other day he came
across a recipe which ended as follows :
*Then sit an the front of the stove and stir
constantly.” That is eacy. How cou'd a
fellow sit on the front of the stove (if it had
fire 1n 1) and not * stir constantly.”

ENGLISH PUBLISHERS ORGANIZE
A MEETING of English] publishers,
held at Stationers' Hall, London, Eng.
w4 land, Nov. 21, 1895, decided to form
a Publishers’ Association.  Mr. C. J. Long-
man was in the chair, and among those
present were :  Mr. John Murray, Mr. Rich.
ard Bentley, Mr. Frederick Macmillan,
Colonel Robert W. Routledge, Mr. Joseph
N. Darton, Mrt. Spencer C. Blackett, Mr.
Sydney S. Pawling, Major P H. Dalbiac,
M.P,, Mr. W. Swan Sonnenschein, Mr, H.
H. Longman, Mr. Oswald Crawfurd, Mr.
George Etheridge (Chapman & Hall), Mr.
W. F, Warne, Mr, E Marston, Mr. R. B,
Marston, Mr, Charles J. Gr.ffin, Mr. William
Heinemann, Mr. F. G, Green, Mr. G. S.
Philip, Mr. John C. Nimmo, Mr. Edward
Stanford, Mr. A. F. Allen, Mr, W. T. F.
Jarold, Mr. A. R. Black, Mr. John Shaw,
Mr. James Smith (Messrs. John F,
Shaw & Co.), etc.
f On motion of Mr. John Murray a
committee of nine was appointed to
draw up rules for the new association.
A vote was taken as to the firms to
be represented on the committee,
with this resu't : Messrs. Longmans,
Macmillan & Co, Murray, Routledge,
Heinemann, Sampson Low & Co.,
Bentley, Blackwood, and Smith, Elder
& Co. Mr. R B. Marston is secre.
tary of the commit'ee pro tem., and
a general meetingwill be held this
month to organize final'y Ia con-
nection with this matter we have re.
ceived the following ‘ctter f om Lon-
don. Ergland :

Wil you allow e 10 correct 2 statement ap-
fearimz 1 one of the paragraphs of your artidde
on Copynght inthe November iwue of your jour-
natt Youay Mr. Daidy is seceetary of the Hrit.
ih Pallnhicrs’ Assovation, but Mr Daldye is sex -
retary of the Copyright Association, quite a dif-
tereat thing, and certainly he did not visit Can-
ada as thie represcatative of the Bestish publicliers,
Hicassociation has the aupport of all authors and
publishers wha interest themneclves in vhe copy eight
question, but it should be clearly understood thay

Mr. Daldy wasnot in Ottawa with a special brief
for the Rritish publishing interest.

No publishen” association exista here at the time
of weiting.  On Nuv. ~1, a meeting of London
publishers was held at Stationers’ Hall, and a com-
mittee appointed to draw up rules for the formation of such
an assoctation, 1o besulumatted to a mecting which icto
tale place early next year, when possibly the British pub.
lishers may form a unien strang enough to benefit not only
themselves, but the Lookseller and  peshapn the author
alwa  There hasbeen within the padt few years a growing
wnterest in this question of publishery’ union, notably since
Mr. Heinemann's letters on the Hardshin of Pullishing,
which appeared in The Athenxum in December, ‘92, but
although they attracted considerable attention at the time
the subjet ¢ropped.  The sced time was then; may we
anw be approxching the harvest Faithfully yourn,

London, Erg., Dec 7, 1898

Society belles are beginning to make
serap-books of their newspaper notices, and
the custom will doubtless become a regular
social fad in tim=. The wives of public men
are among the best patrons of the clipping
bureaus,
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