
104 THEi HOME AND FOREIGN RECORD OF

In Africa, the large island of Madagascar has been placed undier the rule of a
king n ho, ha long beeri kiown and proved to be a patron of Christianity. The
first reports. n hieh annoiuniiced this important event to thre Chlri>ttian Churches
of Eiurope and Aierica, brouglt also the painfuil rmnor that the new king was
entirely inder French inibrenee, and had becone a Romai Catholie ; but tiis
storv as sliewii to he an invention of the French press. It was on the con-
trary, ascert:iiiel that the king lias leen in correspondence with Rtev. Nir. Eilis,
thre r eteran Protestant ini.ionary in Madagascar, vho, on the invitation of the
king, lis rettirned to th.t island, a ln there is hope that laldaima may soon
avow hiimsielf a Protstant Cliristian. Iliere is, at least, lin doubt that irotes-
tanît iiii,'ionaries will lienceforth have the fullest liberty of preaching the Gospel
tlroughout Madagascar, and of establishing churchez and schools.

Another distinguislied mnissionary, Dr. Krapf, has returned to Abyssinia, a
country haitierto but nominally Christian, and %iut ofi' froim ail intercourse with
other Christian churches and couitries, but m uhoýe pre.ent king aids, as mîuch
as is in his power, the evangelie labors of the Protestant aijssionaries. The
hope of soon seeing this entire country converted into a Protestant nation, vas
nover so n ell founded as at present. In western Africa, the Church of iEngland
las estali,bed a iissionary bishoprie, the first bpi:,hop of which, Dr. Mackenzie,
lias entered iipon his m ork, andl exploredt the field assigned to hunîîî, i company
with )r. LiIngtone. lu southern Africa, the Dutclih Reforned Chucv, one
of tie oidest Protestant churches in Africa, is awakerning to new lif. 'Tie
sclieine of.the Gcriman Missionary Socieiv of Ileriansburg to work for the
Christianuization of Africa by the establishment of ('hri tian colonies is still pur-
suied with great zeal anl suicess. This fiell w ill also bu benetitted by the
incipient imissionary operations of the Scandiiavians, who ivill extend their
mission aimong thi Zilus, and nay soon take up other fields in South-A frica.
Sone of the mîissions in Liberia and NMonrovia have sufflered bv the Amîerican
war, but the progress of tiis new Chi stian commonwealth hais been uinter-
rupted.

In China, nieitlier thre Imperial Governiîenit nor the insuirgents now ob.struct
the preacring of the Gospel. Tlhe is.sionii lield has been somîewhat extended,
and soon the first Protestant missini will be perinanently established at Pekin;
but still iany large provinces, containing milions of inhabitants, remîain unoc-
cupied, and inîvite greaterexertions and better concert of action 1y the issionary
boards of the Christian churches. li Jajan, the Christian minssionaries have
secired tire right of circulating tie Bible and other Christian books, and have
availed tiem.selves of it m ith great zeal. In Farther-India, the king of Siam
has ir.vitedi the Protestant nisionîaries to buill a church in his capital ; and
the king of Laos lias invited tien to establish a iission am. tg his people. In
Cochin-China, the Frenchi have takei permîanent possession of a part of the
territory, but the Roman Catholie journals lamnent tiat the governient seems
to be more intent on establishing its pover than on putting a stop to ftle still
continuing persecition of the native Christians. 'le Christianization of the
Karens, uider the ini.struction of Amlierican and native teachiers nf tie Baptist
denoiniiatiii, is approaching completion, and that of the Sians, another
nuierous tribe, has been commenced. lIn Iilia, thre decay of pag:rnism is
rapidliv rogreing. Soie of the iionary societies are complaining of wanît
of succes', but the labor; of others, especially thoe of the Methodi<t ipiscopal
Church, have greatly prospered. li addition to tie large nuiiber of Aierican
minari , already iin India, thre .vangelical .\»oeition intend to send there
heri first foreinmi-inaries eayi tli vear. uin Central .Ain the .lravians
keei rip heir iiterestoig nîi.-iniî mii Thlibct. In the North, Ris-ia is extenhng
hier territory. and the increae of her iagan subject< awakens a usioary spirit

in the petritied State ('iiircl, n hia :i" tins vear sent the fir'.t miîin.1--ary
bisihop to China. lin Trkey, the iioini have i ecovered froim the lw which
they ha% v received by the war letn een the )riies and Mcaronite, and ue now
reported to be as proiperoiis as ever.


