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In Africa, the large island of Madagascar has been placed under the rule of a
king who has long been known and proved to be a patron of Chnistianity.,  The
first reports which annovunced this important event to the Christlan Churches
of Europe and America, brought also the painful rumor that the new king was
entirely under French influencee, and had become a Roman Catholic; but this
story was ghewn to be an invention of the French press. It was on the con-
trary, ascertained that the king has been in correspondence with Rev. Mr. Eliis,
the veteran Protestant misstonary in Madagascar, who, on the invitation of the
king, has returned to that island, and there is hope that Radama may <oon
avow himsclf a Protestant Christian.  There ix, at least, no doubt that Protes-
tant missionaries will hencefurth have the fullest Jiberty of preaching the Gospel
throughout Madagascar, and of establishing churches and schools,

Another distinguished missionary, Dr. Krapf, has returned to Abyssinia, o
country hitherto but nominally Christian, and cut off’ from all intercourse with
other Christinn churches and countries, but whowe present king aids, as much
as is in his power, the evangelic lahors of the Protestant missionaries.  The
hope of soon seeing this entire country converted into a Protestant nation, was
never x0 well founded asat present.  In western Afriea, the Church of England
has established a missionary bishoprie, the first bizhop of which, Dr. Mackenzie,
has entered upon his work, and eaplored the ficld assigned to hun, in cormpany
with Dr. Livingstone.  In southern Afriea, the Duteh Reformed Chuvch, one
of the oldest Protestant churches in Africa, is awakening to new life.  The
schemne of . the (ierman Missionary Sociely of Iermansburg to work for the
Christianization of Africa by the establishment of (hristian colonics ix still pur-
sued with great zeal and success.  This field will also be benetitted by the
incipient nussionary operations of the Scandinavians, who will extend their
mission amony the Zulux, and may soon tahe up other ficlds in South-Afca.
Some of the missions in Liberia and Monrovia have suffered by the American
war, but the progress of this new Chuistian commonwealth has been uninter-
rupted.

In China, neither the Imperial Government nor the insurgents now obstruct
the preaching of the Gospel.  The mission field has been somewhat extended,
and oon the tiest Protestant mission will be germanently established at Peking
but still many large provinces, containing millions of inhabitants, remain unoc-
cupied, and invite greater exertions and better coneert of action by the nussionary
boards of the Christian churches.  In Japan, the Chrstian missionaries have
secured the right of circulating the Bible and other Christian books, and have
availed themselves of it with great zeal.  In Farther-India, the king of Siam
has invited the Protestant missionaries to build a church in his capital ; and
the king of Laos has invited them to establish a mission ame 1 his people.  In
Cochin-China, the French have taken permanent possession of a part of the
territory, but the Roman Catholic journals lament that the government scems
to be more intent on establishing its power than on putting a stop to the still
continuing persecution of the native Christians.  The Christianization of the
Karens, under the instruction of American and native teachers of the Baptist
denomination, ix approaching completion, and that of the Shans, another
numerouns tribe, has been commenced.  In India, the decay of paganism is
rapidly progressing.  Some of the missionary societies are complaining ol want
of success, but the labors of others, especially those of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, have greatly prospered.  In addition to the large number of American
missionaries already in Indin, the Evangelical Ascociiution intends to ~end there
her first foreigzn missionaries early this vear.  In CUentral A<ia the Moravians
keep up thelr mteresting mission i Thibet. I the North, Russiais extending
her territory, and the inerease of her pagan subjects awakens a missjonary <pirit
in the petritivd State Church, which has this year sent the tirst missonary
bishop to China.  In Turkey, the missions haverecovered from the blow which
they have received by the war between the Druses and Maronites, and are now
reported to bue as prosperous as cver.



