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.E per cent. In a series of 73 cases
analyzed by Austin Flint, the mnortality

wras about 24 per cent. More recent sta-

tîtics show a far greater percentage of
recoveries. i n tihe Plymouth epidenic
1.in4 persons were attacked. of wihom

I o!. or 10.3 per cent. lied. It iay.
lirefore, for our present purposes, be

suie to place the mortality at 10 per cent.
This being so. it would indicate that in the
ticv weeks already referred to the actual
imunber of cases ( typhoid iin B roouklyni
wa :11. of whiich onlly 51 were reported.

The neglect of pliysicians to report ty-
I hoid fever cases to the Department of
l<alth is. we believe. based on the as-

*unption that sucli reports are not re-
n1ircd. but this is an error. Section 123
if thce Sanitary Ordinances requires that

ail cotagious discases be recported witlhin
twenty-four hours. and Section 5 declares

tI it the phrase contagious dhSCaSe shall
be held to include * * * * cholera.

yellow fever, snallpox, diphtheria, shlip
or typhus, typhoid, etc." The Depart-
ment of Health, in a circular letter to the

profession, requests that physicians report
promptly cases of typhoid, stating that
beyond leaving at the house where cases
Occur instructions as to the disinfection
of stools and the taking of other sanitary

precautions. it is not the purpose of the
lepartment to interfere, as it is not con-

'iIered- that isolation or exclusion fromt
chol'OE :S called for. Of course. the
isolation " here referred to is not that

oi the patient, but of other menihers of
the houschold.

The circular which is left at aci house
where typhoid exists deals with matters
su essential to tlie preservation of the
public health that we lere quote it in full :

Typhoid fever is an infectious disease
vlich is usually coununicated fron per-
son to person by means of substancies
tused for food and drink, which have be-
corne contaminated by the discharges
from the bowels of those having the dis-
Ease. It is. therefore. largely prevent-
able by proper neasures of cleanliness
and disinfection.

During the prevalence of typhoid fever
it is a wise precautio to boil all the
water ised for drinking or for washirg
diîshes or cooking utensils. A p.tient
having typhoid fever should be isolated
frorn the rest of the family, preferably on
the top floor, and nursed. as far as pos-
sible. by cne or two persons. It is best
to1 have a rubber sheet over the mattress.
Thi dishes, knives, forks. spoons.,t under-
Zcothing, and othier articles used by the
patient should not be used by any one
cise, and should not be removed fromn the
room until they have be:n disinfected.
This can be done by placing thert, for one
iour in a solution of carbolic acid, six
Munces of the acid to one gallon of
water, and then boiling theni in water.
The ianner of disposing of the discharges
iron the bowels is of the utmnost inport-
importance. In tIie vessel receiviing the
discharge there should he a quantity of
gooxd chloride of lime, anad after the dis-
charge is received it should be covered
witi at least a quart of a solution of chlor-
ide of lime. in the proportion of six
ounces of tie- chlioride of lime to one gal-
Inn of vater. It should be allowed to
-tand for li hours. and be thoroughly

ticeL before being tltrown into the
closet. 'The bands of those caring for the
sick-. and the portions of thc patient's
lmody tiat have become soiled with the
discharg.s .hould be frequently disinfect-
cd witi a carbolized solution. The car-
bolic solution aiove described can be
diluted with water onc-half for this pur-
Soose.

After death or recovery. woolen blank-
et>, woolen garnents, bedding. and car-
pets can. if desired. be referred to the De-
partnent of Health for disinfection by
stean. free of cost.

Z. TAYLOR EMERY, M. D.,
Commissioner.

-Brooklyn Medical Journal.

Boiled potatoes arc much slower to di-
gest than roasted or bakedl. the former
requiring 3 hours. and the latter fron 2
to 21.


