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I do not trust myself on this occasion to speak of the quality
of the Montreal water-it would be froin mne a " thric told tale."
I have again and again p>onouinced t " unfit for human con-

stm.iPtion," and my medical confreres generally agrec w ith me
in this verdict. Still the f untains play and the w ate s ripple-
from granite vases, and the cup.is offered to thc thiist3 wVayfarer
in the naine of beneficence, say ing, " come and diink."

I now present to you some samples of water collected on the
1oth of May last for our public meeting, and whIh I should hav c
then shown and spoken about had opportuinity offered, and whijh
I regr tted vas the best refreshment whiclh could at the moment
be offered to the thirsty lips of our cloquent Piesident. 1nis
vatet remained muddy for a inonth, then undeinent a kind of

fer mentation, and finally settled down to its prescnt stagnant and
undrinkable condition. For some years ni> Lieiical confrerc,
Dr. G. P. Giidwood, lias publicly denounîced the unliolesome
condition of the city wateî supply, and the mut.h ,espected and
experienced Editor of the Canada Medical Journal in this month's
issue, >peaks out bravely to the saie eiect and fully endorses all
that I have said upon the subject:

" The waters ut the Ottawa, which flow past oui city, coine
down in a continuous stream several hundied miles foui what is
termed the height of land, receiving in its course the waters fron
tributary streams and rivers, so that it drains the entire valley of
the Ottaw i. In its course downwards it nay be said to remove
the refuse drainage and sewage of over half a million of people.

This is a subject which can be discussed by the - Citizens'

Public Hecalth Association.' The water from oui house-taps is a
kind of animal and vegetable corpound, almost as thick as pea-
soup, though not quite as savory; and the only means at the dis-
posal of the tenant, with a view to improve its condition, is the
use of a private filter. This is a luxury enjoyed by the man of
means; the poor man is forced to drink the water as it is sup-
plied, and thinks his water tax heavy enough without an addi-
tional tax for a f lter. Hence as philanthropists and political
economists, we should not only advocate but insist on the use of
a public filter. It is a matter of fact based on observation, that

the drinking waterof Montreal is particularly noxious tostrangers.


