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1?ead before ilic Cama Jian Institute, Pebruary Ist, 1802.

TiIosE wbo visit Montreal for the first time during the season of
navigation, wiIl be struck vit.h the absence of warehouses upon or
near the wharves; and-uiless previously informed of the fact-w.lll
Le surprised to learn that those 'wharves, at which transatiantie vessels
are loading and discharging, are, for four înonths ia the year, invisible,
*-being submerged from the mniddle of December mitil the mniddle of
April :-that the Sault Normand, opposite the city, is obliterated, and
that, over the track of that swift current wlwch can 110w oflly be
stenied by the most powerful steanl3rs, ivinter roads for the heaviest
description of traffic are regularly balizéed out, and rnaintained, for
one-third or one-fourth of the yenr.

The average ivinter level of the St. Laivrence, opposite Montreal, 19
about fifteen feet above the summer oiie, but the extreme range from
the lowvest sumreer level bas, at the taking or departure of the ice,
sometimes attaincd a maximum of' tiienty-five feet.

A full and graphie description of the causes whichi brîng a-bout this
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