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trusted they would so discharge the duty entrusted to them, as not only
to communicate the elements of ordinary education, but to instil into
the minds of the youth of Canada the principles of morality and true
patriotism. (Applanse.) The Chairman then said he had much pleasure
in introducing the gentleman who had kindily consented to deliver the
annual address to the Association, Prof. Wilson, of University Cotlege,
Toronto.—Qn motion of Mr. Acres, seconded by Mr Henderson, s cor-
dial vote of thanks was passed to Prof. Wilson, for his able nod in-
struetive address. A vote of thanks was also passed to the Mayor, on
motion of Mr. McKee, of Kingston, seconded by Mr. McGann, and the
meeting scparated.

Second Duy (Aug. 6th.)—The convention agan met,
in the chaje. The proccedings were opened with prayer. A number of
new members were proposed and adwitted.  Prof. Wilson was proposed
and adnitted as an honorary member.—~Mr. Alexander, of Newmarket,
read an essay on * The duties of Teachers inrelauon to thesr professional
brethren.” He shewed the benefits which teachers unght derive from |
associating together, visiting each others's schools, and profiting by
each other’s experience. He thonght much goo ! would result from their
meeting in this Provincial A sociation, by their stimulating each other
and comparing notes as to difficulties in th2 profession, how they arose,
and the best means to be adoptrd for their removal,  Herecommendert,
as tending to the same end, the formation of County and Township
Associations.~On motion of Mr. Moore, seconded by Mr. Irwin, a vote
of thanks was passed to Mr. Alexander for his able essay,—Mr. Ander-
sou, of Paris, moved : “ That our secretary be instructed to invite the
attention of the Chief Superintendent of Education to the necessity of
providing greater facilities for schovl visiting on the part of teachers,
requesting that not less than four days in the year may be placed at
their disposal for that purpose, the particular days to be determined by
the teachera and their emplayers ** The resolution passed upanimously.

Mr 1. Carlyle, of Hamilton, seconded by Mr. Anderson, of London,
moved - ¥ That whereas certain Boards of School Trustees are assuming
the duty of subjecting teachers applying to themn for situations, to a
competitive examination, notwithstanding that these teachers hold certi-
ficates of qualification from Ceunty Boards of Instruction, the Provincial
Norinsl Schoof, or other legal amthority,—we, as an association of
teachers, cannot regard with respect any member of this association who
submits to such an examination : sud that we as an association would
remind all qualified teachers throughont the Province. that they, as
cducated gentlemen, haven dignity of character 1o maintain which is
sterificed by submitling to such uusuthorized aXammation.’—Aftera!
short dizeussion, the resolutivn was cariied with but three dissentients.

When the Gonvention re-assembled in the af.crnoon, Mr Anderson,
of Panis, read an essuy entitled, # Suggestions towards Improvement in
Common School Superintendencies.” The essayist cnumerated » variety
of qualifications which he considered essential in an eflicicnt Common
School Superintendent, and indicated his opinion that in many cases
there was mach raom for the improvement of that class of edncational
functionarivs.—The thauks of the Association were voted 10 Mr. Ander-
son for his able instructive essay.

Mr. McGann moved, “ That thiz Assocition, haviag a deep interest
in the preservation and continued cfficiency of the Common Schonl
system of Upper Canada, fecly called upon to declare its opinion that the
appropiation of the Common Schoo! funds to the support of «chools
connected with the various denominations, would be fraught with great
danger to the educational inferests of the Province.”  In supporting the
resolution, Mr. McGann said the introduction of these denvminational
schools in the way proposed, would be fatal 1o the system.  They were
calenlated 1o cuthrone in the hearts of the rising gencration sectarian
and intolerant bigotry. While in Ireland, he kad taught in connection
with the Church Education Society, and had submitted 10 sacrifice
rather than teach in the National Schoo!s, but since he came to Canada
he had changed his views on tlus subject.  1f he wanted to find persons
properly cducated, he would lock for them in the National Scliools of
Irclangd, where children of all creeds were cducated in the same schoo!
and had the principles of brotherhood and mutual geod feeling ustilled
into their hearts,  (Applause.)  Mr. Watson, Superintendent of Shools
in York Township, seconded the resolution. IHe considered it was the
interest not only of teachers, but of the whole people of the conntry, to
keep our school system free from injury, by the farther introduction of
the secturian clement.

Mr. Anderson, of Toronto, seconded by Mr. Maore, of Brantford,
moved : ¢ That this Association considers the provisions of the present
School Act, in reference to the examination of teachers and thegranting
of centificates of qualification by Gounty Boards of Public Instraction,
have a tendency to lower the prolessional status of teachers, aud retard
the progress of Common School education in the Proviace, by subject-
ing that large class of teachers not holding Provincial Normal School
certificates to repeated and wanecessary cxatinations, and that itis
highly desirable that a Central Board of Examiners be appointed, with
power, after duc examination, to grant certificates of cqual extent ad
duration with those granted by the Chief Superintendent of Edueation
10 students who have attended the Provincial Normal School?? Mr.
Anderson explzined the natare of the present system. Teacliars who
hiad %ot atlended the Normal School were required to stand repeated
examinations, without any object in view that hip could discover. In the

Mr, McCallum

third-class, certificates were granted for ont year only, and for a single

township or even section. In the second class, they were granted for
two yerrs. In the first-class, teachers bad to come back atthe end of
five years to undergo another examination, ard receive, if snccessful,
the highest giade of certifieate, first-clase A. But that was not snflicient,
at the end of ancther five years they had to come back the third time,
and if they agnin passed firat-clurs A, they then received certificates for
hfe——Dbut certificates confined only to the single county. If the teacher
went into the next county, he hud to undergo a new examination, and
this had to be repeated until he again unde: went his thrd examination.
Bat teschers who had attended the Narmal School, after undergoing an
examination, received first or second class certificates, but in each case
for Jife —Miss St Remy, of Toronto, correeted Mr. Anderson, by remark-
ing that the Normat School second-class certificate of the lowest grade
C was only for one year.—)Mr. Andersou thauked the lady for putting
him right, but said all the other five grades were for Wfe. After some
discassion, Mr, Rouse moved that the reselation be laixd on the table.—
This motion gave rise 10 a tie, 15 voting jea and 15 may. The chairman
voted with the nays, and the dizcussion proceeded —Mr. James Cac'yle,
«fthe Model School, warm'y oppused the motivn, e regretied the
discussion, which he said only tended to increase the jealousy between
teachers trained in the Normal School and other teachers.~Mz Acres
supported the resolation —After some further discussion, the resolution
wag negatived by a small majoriy,

Mr. McFarlane, seconded by Mr Nichol, moved : # That Messrs. MeGal~
lum, Alexander, and Anderion, be requested to place their essays in the
hands of the Secretary for publication »

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year: President—
Prof. Wilson, LL.D., University College, Toronto, Vice-Presidenls—
Mr. A. McCallum, Humilton ; J. H. Saungster, Toronto; Thos. McKee,
Kingston: J. W, Acres, Paris, R. Muore, Bramford; and C. H Lusk,
Oakville. Secrclury—Mr. W. W, Anderson, Paris. Treasurer—Mr,
Rebert Alcxander, Newmarket.

A resolution was passed recommending the Board to call the next meet-
ing of the Assoc’ution tobe held at Kingston, on the first Wednesday in
;\l{lgust, 1863. The Convention then separated,—(Abridged from the

3lobe.)

~— Elementary education js at present receiving a large share of public
attention throughout Europe, and among other governments that of
Frauce bas long been accupied with important schemes for the develop-
ment and perfection of its pational system By a decree of the 19th
April last, the salary of every teacher who <hall have served five years
in the elementary schools, i3 to be increased to 700 fr.; wiile a certain
proportion (1720th) of those who shall have taught from 10 to 13
_vc:(;rs will receive a gratuity that shail make their incomes 809 to
900 fr.

Az there are interested in this measure at least 17,000 teachers, many
of whom will derive benefit fzom its provisions as soon as they shall take
effiect, it was only natural that innumerable addresses, conveying expres-
sions of joy and g.atitade, should have poured into the Office of the
Minister of Public Instruction from all parts of France.  Snch acknowl-
edgements amply proved that the benevolent action which had called
forth their expression slleviated wants having an actual existence;
and that this mmprovement, so inconsiderable in appearance, was no
without its relative importance.  Nor would this measure invoive any
additional charge upon ihe finances of the State, as by 1usisting upon
the regualar attendance of ali children of school age and securing the
assistance of communes and familics generally, elementary cducation
hiad been rendered self-supporting.

As it was not possible, at the date of the decr ¢, to introduce so many
changes into the budgeis of the numerous conimunes and departments,
it was decided that the new order of things should not be inangarated
until the I1st January 1863 But such suwis as may be set apart for this
augmentation during the present year, together with other savings, are
to be applied by the Minister of Public Insiruction to the purposes of
prinary education, in pursuance of the system of improvements com-
menced in 1861 \ccordingly 100,000 francs have been atready distri-
buted among the female teachers in clementary schools who were in
receipt of salaries under 400 fr. It is much to be regretied hat this
was not made the minimum salaiy o be paid the very deserving female
teachers of the girls’ schools of communcs, ag many among them pos-
£053 means 50 Scanty that it is only by zealous efforts and great priva-
tions they have succeeded in ove-coming the difficaltics which beset
theiz path.  The government seized the present opportunity of coming
to their relief al2o, thus giving a fresh proof of itg solicitude for the
welfare of the teacher.  The sum of 60,300 fr has also been distributed
among the superannuated and infirn teachers, who do not enjoy a pea-
sion; this of course is in addition to the regular jtem of 100,000 fr.,
annually paid out in small sums of 23 and 50 fr. The school librarics
rectived 100,000 fr. for the purchase of books, These little hibraries,
which are placed under the special care of 1the teachers, do good ser-
vice, not anly for the teachers and their pupils, but also for the people
generally, among whom the books are allowed to cirenlate. For the
cncouragement of the authors of useful books, the Minsster of Public
Tostruction had ouly 30,000 fr. at his disposal, yet 1t will ¢ iy be under-
stood that even this stnall sum has been of great ati-ity. Sixty thousand
volumes were acquired,and the books, chosen with the utmost care,
are supplicd as soon as a library i3 organized. The sum of 540,000 fr.
has been devoted to the buliding of houses for the elementary schools



