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worlcl, wvitl objects sensible to tie feeling and to the sighit. whiat we have already frequently advanced. Neverthieles
Henceibrivard lie slial be made to liandle abstract ideas wve are inost desirouis to canvince aur readers liow mach
anîd a variety of things wvhichi spcak of aîothing to lus expe- titis style of teaching is erraneous and howv unifit tu fix the
rience and judgcmcent. interest of a child. Now since the subjccts tatiglt in schools

W~e begîti by teacliing linii to read, anid for a lcngth of are in tlîemselves, little likely ta iîîterest thi, young mmid,
tirne keep lim, ta the~ coxabination of letters and soîuxds, do let us endeavor te rentier tiieni more agreable by aur
wvhieli beur no intelligence to hlmii. Later we teachi hinm mode of' teaching. If we have any desire of avoiding the
how to trace isolatcd letters and wvards wvhich no more titan coaitinually ruuiig foui, of a repuguaancc winuch constituites
the farst cani satisfy bis desire af ktiovledge. In tic meaii so powcerfla ia obstacle to the mintenance of good disci-
timne wve teacli hlmi the recital af prayers auîd answcvrs froin plie.
a catclism.o aic~lih lie undcrstands but fewv words. Sorme- To recapitulate, wli at is thera iii the forni ofiaistruiction that
times a fuev principles of' numeratioui are addcd, thaat-is-to- eau comnpensatc for the aridity and dryncss of the subject.
say, thiat we nake huit commit to nîeuxory a series of figures What arc the lessons giveui tlîat cani îossibly amuse a chuld.
and perlhaps the multiplicationî table, %vhic1îl lie repeats like XVe euh thecir attentiun to abstract nations, fili tlueir Ieads
a Parrot, %vitIiout knlowivîug aulythinig of its înleaig, for lie with. priîîciples, ruiles anîd state deiuitiaus ; maike tlîem
as flot tauiglît the relation af thiese niinhiiers wvith Uic quauu- hennii page upeui page withîot familiarizing the subject by
tities expressed. any kiuid of explanation ; wvitl these pages so ce' .mitted to

These are the occupations invariably givea Io a, cdild iaacmory we iîîuike thîem partîcipate in theories fan above
dtuning tie first tvo years of luis sojounui ut seliooi. tliein ycars and vhichî we Icave, like cvery thing cise, in

MWc asic what is tliere hîcre làkely ta give lîiiui at taste for tlîe dark corner of tlieir mneories, tliat-is-to-say iiiie'-
instruction, or ta rendier that sojourn uigreable and attractive pl:uiîed. \Ve expose over and aven again, railes, without
ta hitni WTe do net sec amy tlîing whautcvcr. For wliole ever teachiag tlieir application, and yet, ai wvhaut use is the
montlis lie is miade te go aver the saine task eveny day. Ho instruction tauglit lin schîaols if left unuupplied 1
gets tired of ever doing tic sanie thing, Uie nanaitany of Our lessons wvhicli are always dogmatical, arc aid and
tiiese uxercises besides tîe wvenriness thînt tlîey cugender, uninteresting, our style of language, dry as aur boakn
occasion tlueni ta fi up an nlmost inimeasurable space nd equally barren af ail] interest. To lessons which are
af tinte, for the reason thant beîng pcrfarnîed %vith a dis- repcated daily and -%vitliout any variety wvIatever ta euhiven
tractedl aud inattentive nuind but little progress 18 nmade, tlieun, we add duties ai tie saine stamip wlîose manotony
îvhereas watli proper application tliey would have becu sooai fIlls te s:atiety.
mastored lin a feurtli ai Uie sanie timec. To the state ai wearî- We ask Pardoni oi Seliool-master for addressing thîcm lai
ness engendercd by the absence ai ail variety is ta be added titis manner; wc tue fally iuuiderstand ail the difficulties
whînt may appear the usclessaîess ai the tliings tauiglt. that tlîey have ta contend with, and have tue sincere a desire

After the fessonas already described thîcy ane iudcr a mis- ta sec thîem diminilhed, indoed removcd, ta bc suspected of'
taken L~eu, tauight abstract multiplication ta wlicli is due any idle severity af languagc. Sinccrîty alone is aur guide,
their %vant ai uiîderstanding tlîcir abject, thien folloaws a dry Nvliile the intercst ai tlîeir seliolars, the prosîbority af their
fastidiauis study ai gramimar, whiich, very rnchel ta the chiild's sclîaols and tlîeir own interest, Icnd us on and force us ta
oîvn dissatisfnction is uap a great portion ai lais tiniie as lie ofler tliese remarks. We/ again repeat it, let masters rcflcct
îaat even catches thue sliadoiv af a reason for it. seriauisly and question their aovn heurts, let thîem abave ail

Now, a knoivledge ai thiese varionis branches ai instruction take thie chiild's place aund confcss how impossible it is for
is no doubt esseutial ta chîlidren but hiow rnchl mare profi- thiose poor bcings ta have any taste, inclination or attraction
tably applied Nvould they, prove were they addressed ta tlîcir for thîcir tasks, and thcrefore, whiethîer it is passible for theni
understanding, by more wvinning menus. ]3y followivng ta conte gladly lite class, and reniain thiere witlî any degree
tie latter nictlod, tiey %veuld prove a source ai develap- af pleasure.
ment ta his bodily lienîth as weIl as ta luis mind. Cildreui Now if children find nothing pleasant lu iolloîving the
do not foresee and calculate uiponi these resulis. Even the clcss, if they feel no taste fer the lesson. given lii it, liuw
aged aften overlook tliese advantages, therefore, wluy aîat cani thîey be kept there iii an orderly, silent and attentive
chîlîdren îvho do net eveai catertain any thiouglit ai the end disposition ? To manage titis thuere would, be but une niethod
and abject ai thucir stuidiauis labors and the reason is simple, whîich. is ta keep thora iii constant dreud of punasliment.
it is because they are thiings pertaining ta the fuiturea nud But w.e have already declared and provee, the inpoteaicy ai
which therefore do not toutel the present. this alteruatve; besudes, thie admission oi school-nînsters

Lot us make abnegation ai ourselves and cease te imagi ne thenîscives eanfirms the apinîion. Tiiey ail coniplain ai thc
as we are tao ofleai apt ta do, thuat the chaîdren are abjects tiselessiîess aitlie disciplinary mensures thuat have hîitherto
expressly created fur the schiei nîd for thuat master, whercas been used.
it as we, who are nppointed thierc ta serve tlîeuî. But aoîe înethod is left, thînt of inspiring aur pupils witlî a

In this a'anegatîani let us ferget mir oîvn habits, tastes anîd pleasing regard, aund attraction fur sohoal. Lot us make the
acquirements ta take thie chîild's side ai the question, and attempt baldly and reseltiteiy. Let ns for the future shîed
asic ouaselves, in wliat peint eaui chldren feel a lakuug or over our teachiungs pleasing varicty and let thora be admi-
free inclination for tlîeir lessons 1 nistered wvîth arnability ai mariner, let ils redeera thue anidity

We teach thucan readiuag, but for a very long tissa thue afithe bessou by the pleusantness ai forni, lot us witli aur
lesson is ta them, but tho siglit, ai hetters nnd liard syllables; puiîls moerge the master into the kind parent -v1o seoks ta
Nvheil able ta rend wîth fluency and cure, tisse 18 still ceai- sunooth the obstructions lying in bis path j lot uts put gaiety
tues a painful auîd laborious task, for thue mast part %ve and playfuilnes even ia tlue disposaI ai the lessons; lot
teacli thom, how te rend witliouit acconîpaiying tie lessan thern bc an iinterruptedl suîccessionî ai catertainssieats anîd
%vitli the sliglîtest explanation. WVe teacli writiag, but they faniliar canversatuons ratiier thni a course of lectures whuere
have uîathinig ta write about, for thîoy have ao adeas ta ex- echcl anc repeats sentences by rote. Let aur instructions
Press. WVe teacli thein grassînar, whuile thoy sec nathing becoane a sort ai pleasaît clint durng wlich wve sltaîl pro-
but a numbcrless amouiit ai strange tcrnis, the unost singit- voke questions freint the children and %vakeuî up ideas iu
lar and thie most useless, for they have ne coniception ai tiîeir mnds, or by moequent calîs upan our little audutars
thoir applicntionî tu thie uses af the wonhd, wliere tlîey have becomie masters ai tîxcar variaus modes ai thmnking and
nover lieard ai anything ai Uie kind. capacity ai opinion; or takiug their answers as a guide ta

We stop here, as we do flot wish. ta offer a repetition of the proposing of new questions, be enabled ta inake use af


