
8 ~Oià I"amily Rel-igiont.

viiljdewý ini their fiavour. The reasons of Family.Religion become.titu
vcry evii3ent, nnd if ils .aties have been negIected for somne time, inci-
dents ii occur which shall lead to a revival of tbem.

But consider the fimily as an integral part of the Christian Church.
Every fsm'ily is a distinct whaole, and every Chaurch is made up of so
mnnny such units; and thien the obligations to Fami]y Religion appear sti11
stronger ; every member of the family has a certain connexion itih the
Christian Church in consequence of the faith of the parent or parents ;
every one has in his tura been devotedl in the most solema mnanner to
a Three-one God in the Ordinance of Baptismn; every one has been
publicly acknowledged as a Member of the Chureh, and is externally at
lesst in covenant iwith God, wvho makes his promises to his people andl
to their children ; every one has received the seul of this Covenant, and
thus the whole faniily possesses a l-ind of sacredness which does flot be-
longr to families without the pale cf the Christian church. They are a
portiou of that Spiritual Kingdoý -which is described by the Apostie Peter
as the "4holy nation," and the "1peculiair people," The professions made.
the voivs taken and the priviiege received ut Baptism, bind the house-
hold more firanly Ie the observance of Family Religion, 'and a greater
dcgree of guilt w'ill attach ilseif te their omission of family duties thau
te others.

But the propriety and necessity of family religion are se evident, aind
good mren in every age have so invariab]y attended te it, that the Seriptures
do nlot give any express directions on the subjeer. WVe mcci with, nmer-
eus,' passages, however, that imply the daity. The first institutions of re-
vealeureligion were givea te a single pair wvho constituted the Churcli cf
God ut that lime. Whnt made it proper for thern te observe tue instituted
ordinances of religion, malies itstill proper thut evcry family slaould observe
thein too. Afrer the example cf Adam cvery succeeding patriarcli would
observe them ia his oivn familv, and there is renson te think that liais was
the most prevalent hkind cf social ivorship down te the days cf Bacs, and
tili the commencement cf the Jeivish dispensauion by -Moses. Abraham
wvorshipped G3od in the mid st of lais houschold : Job called his sons togethier
nit stated timnes anid offèred up sacrifices, and thc resolutien cf Joshua is
memnorable "eas for mea and nîy house v~e ilh serre the Lord.'- The in-
structions given te the hends cf every Jewish farmily in Deut, 6: Î, S, 9.
imply Family -Religion. Thc comnmand respccting the observance 7of the%
Sabbath is addressctl te lîends cf families, and implies F~amily Religion.
and thnt thc omission cf tho dues of it is a sin, appears evident frein
the ivords of Jeremih:- "Peur out thay fury upon the heathen and uponi
the families tlat call net on thy nzame." 3cr. 10 : 15.

Tiiere is much.encouragrement given Io the observance cf Divine Wore-
ship iii thefamily. Famnilies wershiping <3od nrny claim, te tlaemselves
the Saviour's prom~ise, "Where livo or farce urc gatlaercd together in rny
nmpl, ihere umn 1 ina the nidst cf tlicn."' Corneclius is highly cern-


