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THE CANADIAN ECONOMIST.

LORD ELGIN AND THE FREE.TRADE ASSOCIATION.

We think it advisable to seize the present moment to lay the
prigciples and views of the Association of which we are the humble
organ before His Excellency the Governor General, In doing so
we must necessarily go over ground which we have alreudy trod-
den in company with our reade:s ; but the greatness of our cause—
the importance of the changes which we advocate—their essential-
ness to the well being of Canada,—and, last but not least, the im-
perative necessity for their being carried out promptly in order to be
beneficial to the present generation,—all these considerations
demand that we should place them biiefly and cleadly Letore the
nobleman who has just assumed the arduous office of Governor of
this unruly and, of late, ill governed colany, And we proceed to
onr task with the more pleasure and the more confidence, because,
Judging His Excellency by the replies he has made to the citizens
of Montreal and to the Montreal Board of Trade, both of which we
publish in this day's impression, we feel confident that if our humble
labors are brought under his notice he will not only take the trouble
to rcad them (which is mnore we believe than any of his present
cabinet have done,) but he will also comprchiend our views, and
appreciate the endeavoss which we are making to promote the in-
terests of our country,—our effoits procezding, we may remark, from
zcal alone, and in utter contempt of any reward that can ever be of-
fared to us, save the consciousness of deserving the gratitude of.
cu: fellow colonists from striving to urge on the progress of a great
commercial reform !

What, we may ask, will Canada be in a few years without this
reform—and what will she be w thit? In the former case she will
be a stunted province—her commerce stationary or falling of—her
agricultu.ists dispitited and inclined (o emigrate to the United States
where better mices will prevail—her merchants disgusted and look-
ing with a longing eye upon the activity inl wealth of their
more f riunate contempo.zriessettled in the Atanlic cities of the
American Union, in picof of which we may mention a fact
which has juit come to our hnowledge, that no less than four of our
enterprising yount merchants have ths wedk left for New York,
where they Latend to p.ass the winter, in order to avail themselves of
the active tiaflic iow _gring on there in provitions and bread stuffs,
w'tirefe ence to th> Emo, earmarkets In short,toclose this gloomy
but not exaggerated picture, every class of peaple in this colony
in the case supposed will be discontente 1 and irritated with envy
at their ncigh{)ou's’ superior prospetity and happiness.

But what will be the nther side of the pictuie,—what shall we
be if we oblain promp:ly th: commercial reforms sought for by our
Association, and whichiinay be triefly enumerated, viz, :—

1. The abolition of the Differential Dutics,

2. The adoption of a maderate unifoim Revenue Tanff, admitting
every ssecies of agnculiu al proluce—and raw materials for manu-
facturing indu.ty— fr e of duly

3 Sach a medificat’on of the Navigation Laws as will leave us
free to employ, at our option, the cheajest vessels that can be pro-
curzd whether they be British, American, Frenchy or belonging to
any cther foreign power,

Aud lastly, the Free Navigation of the St. Lawrence, so that
vessels of every flag may be invited to come and t-ade with us, and
compele for the carrying trale of the unbonnded West.

What, we ask again, will Canada be in a few years if these re-
forms are promptly mianted? What will this capital of Bntsh
North America ke under such reforms, with constant access to the <ea
by means of the Portlind Radway and the contemplated Jrulge
across the St. Lawrence?

Can any man hesitate abont giving an auswer?  Can any man
hesitate to say that Canada will be prosperous beyond any State in
the American Unicn ?—nay, heyond any State on the American
continent 2—and that this city in partrcular, with rapidly increasing
population ond tiade, will be onz of the most prosperous in the

at'sh deminicns? -

Ia the present aiticle we can, of course, only point to these con-
s.derations bricfly and in general terms, and must content curselves
with simply indicat'nx 10 His Exceliency the Governor General, the
gencral principles of the policy advocated by our Asscciation—the
mere outline of the plan to be pu sied—in the camest hope and
cofidence that he will haror oar Juurnal with hisattention, nota a
mere newspiaper ( vhich it ’snot), but as a paper emanating f.oma
body of merchants deeply interested in the trade of this Provii ce, and
anitnated with.a zealous desire lo promote that trade and develope the
great resources of the Province— whether agiicultu-al, lunlering,
mining, or manufacturing—iothe highest degree that human energ
;md’ jl;ulg_ment, aided by judicious legislation, can accomplish sucﬁ
hizh de-igns.

In future numbers we hall @0 minutely into the subjects which we
have naw adverled to, t.ustinz--for we have great faith in Lord
Elgin’s talents and determination~—that our zzalous but gratuitous

endeavors will be duly noticed, and will carry the full weight
which they may be found entitled to3 and, to conclude for the pe-
sent, in the langnage of His Excellency himselt, we shall then be
content with the only reward we look for,—* the consciousness that
we have contributed to the happiness and well-being of our fel-
low-men !

TREE TRADE AND THE PORTLAND RAILWAY.

Who that vbsarves what is passing in the mercantile world at
the present moment can furl to bu conviaced of the surpassing
importance of the Portland Railwiry, not only to the iuterests ol
thss sapully mereasing caputal, but also to the prosperity of the
whole Provinee 2

Generally spesling, flour is 2= to 3s. a barrel higher in tlis
market than it s iu New York, and wheat in propurtion, but what
15 the state of that market i relation to this now 2 Flour is 35s.
cash there, per barrely aod wheac 7s. to 7s. 6. per 60 I1s, whe
i our market they are ouly worth 32s. 6. and about 6s. 8d. re.
spectively, payable not in cashy bat by bill falling duae in May
next, when the articles can be shipped. By tiese facts, it it is evi-
dent, tha the Canadian agriculturist sacritices 2s. 64. a barrel on
his flour, and 64. to 3l. a bushel on his wheat, because he is de-
prived, at the preseut season, of access to the sea! Now, there
being about 80,000 barrels of flour and 103,000 bushels of wheat
in warehouse in this city at this moment, it follows, that the direct
and palpable loss to the country, without taking iuterest and
various other charges into the caleulation, is at least £12,500
curreney. But this amount is a trifle in comparison with the
actual Joss which the country suffers from wanc of the Postland
Railway, because a much larger quantity mizht be got down to
this market in tho fall of the year, were there any object to be
gained by hurrying it forward as there would be if wo had access

to the sea throughout the winter.  We hesitate not to affirm that
were that radway uow in operation, the people of this Province
would make @ profit of fully £20,000 on wheat and flour alene by
shipping them at the present moment, which they will never
realize for want of that communication, because when the S
Lawrenee vpens there willy in all probability, be a very matenal
reaction ia the Englich mashet.  Aud why ? Because by that
time the Baltke will be open where there is an inmense ac-
cumulation of grain of all hiuds, and all the internal channels of
the United States will Jikewise be openy whereby grain envugh
wiil be bravght to the seaboard to feed the millions of the Uuited
Kungdom as well as France, tll all-bountiful Nature provides fur
their wants by another hivest.

Oa! Canadians, both of thz east and we s*, and of every cluss,
race aml ereedy were you not as blind as batsto your own interests,
you would net allow that great high road to the sea, the Partland

Railway, to languish as it does at the present moment, for the

want of your tunely support.  Did you kuow your true intercsts,
you would strain every nerve to hasten its completion.  Instead
of allow:ng the directors to appeal to you by every inducement
they can huld out, to get you to pay your instalments with decent
promptitude upon the muiety of the stock which you have, ur 1o
tuis e, subsur.bed for, you wounld on the contrary hurry to t

remauder of the stock taken up. .

Our soul sickens within us with disgust when we think of the
apathy shown by our wealthy citizens towands this undeitaking
than which we defy any individoal in the Province to point enta
more important for its general benefit and welfare. It is nat
Montreal alone whose prosperity is involved in it,—every town,
city, and disgtrict in the Western scction of the Provinee is, in e
bel.ef, equally interested.  Canadiars, of every ovigin and class,
will nothiug Imove your apathy—can you not Le aruscd to doa
publie spicited thing for the good of your country ?  Are you still
unco..vineed of the lenefits this road will conferupon you ¢ IHave
the thousand proufs already addiced been thrown away upon yen?
What then will tell upon your Jethargic understandings? Wil
the fact already stated to yon haveany influence, viz. :~that floxr
is now worth 9s. 6d. a barrel more in New York than it is here,
—notwithstanding the extra duty such flour has to pay in Ing-
land,—simply beeause you have no access to the sca, while the
Portland Railway would give yon that access at all times and
scisons, at small expense and in less than 20 hours time.

If such considerations as these do not arouse you to exer
yourselves 1o get this work completedy then will you richly
deserve what must inevitably befal you—the contempt of your
enterprising neighbors across the Jine 45, and of every public
spirited man in your own community ! .

Atouse ye, then—arouse yo—and let this essential work be
hurried forward to completion, for the whele Province has a deep
interest in it.
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