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like bank notes:—and the Soricté anonyme, as was then called
what is now styled the Soeiété en purticipation, which is nothing
more than an adrenfure on joint account, well known in every
commercial community. ‘This last, bemg private and orly for
special and temporary purpeses, is ot reeogmized speeifically by
the preeent (‘m‘a s and by Socicté anonyme is now understoad
the joint stock partner<hip, of which some examples have existed
in former day<: but they were then always ereated by special
ordinance, and under the immediate patronage and coutiol of
Government, wlueh shiaed direetly o the pratites - Altl o 1zh we
Lave here all four of these dutlerent forms of partnerstup. they are
pecessmily governed by the Jaw as it enisted i France belore
the cession of Canada,

Of these different forms, the most important,—especially in
former day s .—by its intluence and results; direetly and wdneetly,
i~ the limited puytnerstap or Nocidté commandite 5 it tills the pawes
of the commereial, mannme, and el lustory of the mdidle
awes, and was the most poweglul mstrument of orgamzed m-
dusny.

It was, in early times, divided into three hinds—the commaonde
de hestiaur, (known also as the buil de chiptel,y the commande de
pocatille, and e commande d'argent ; which are the placing ;
commande (1) of animals, (2) of rouds, (3)of money. It cotse-

uently, owes its onin o part to agneultural enterprise § and
these upuerativns 13 1o be found **le berecun modole dune grande
cAase,”

The commandite, however, took its greatest development under
the last of these, which necessanly absorbed the others, unfitted
as they had become for bu-mess on any large seale. Florence,
not to speak of the other great commereial cities of the periol,
was in the founteenth contury, “acuy of commandifaires; and \J
its historians can boast of its trade as co-cxtenwive with Chnisten-
dom, it is because the convnandite furiished it with the giant
means to compass the world.”  From Haly 1@ wcaldy found us
way into IFrance, where we now see it in lull actinaty.

Iin 1673 was passed an ordinance by the Fsench Government
requiring certain fonnalities i the jonnation of compan.es, n
order to protect its subjacts frum the frauds sometimes practised
by forergners.  ‘This ordinance fioms the basis of the enactments
of the present French code on the subject, and its requirements
wounld be in foree here now, had it not, a few years after its pre-
sent promulaation, fallen into disuse.

It required that all deeds of partnership, of any kind whatever,
should Le drawn up before notanies, or sous scing fn'ir(' —that au
extract containing the name, surname, quality, and sesidence of
the partners ; any extraondinary clause regarding siznature, the
date of commencement, and the duration of the partnership,
should be enregistered, aud also hung up to public view ; thas
extract was to be signed by the parties to the deed.  The same
formalities were to be obeerved with regard to any deed modifying
or alterine 1n any way a deed of partnershup,

These forms were required 1 order to prevent frand, and that
in case of bankruptey all the pariners in an association rnight be
known. An omission of any of them wus visated by the pain of
nullity (as well for the parties themnselves as for third parties) of
the deel, which could only take effect from the dute of its enregis-
tration.

Inthe present French code, the <ame formalities are required
with more detail, but with few modilications,  The chief pouts
of difierence are, that the onussion to comply with the law s
only prejudiciai to the partners themselvesand not to thind pas ies;
and the ertract must contain the names, at leaath, ot all the
partners (f en commandile, other than the commanditaires, the
amount of capital n commandite, &e.) The extraet must, (by a
subeeguent 1ew,) be poblished an two papers desiznated by the
¢ Tribunal de commeree,™ for the pnrpase.

With all these rrquirements framds had been practized, and <o
much <o, that a fev years azo it was attempted to meke new
enactments in order to prevent their recurrence. A project of
Jaws was introduced for that purpose into the French Clinnburs,
but it was, aiter much discusson, withdiawn: and it yetrerauns
a question with the ablest juriseonsulte<. Whethior the preventive
is o be sousht for m further legislation or 10 pubhic opuuon.
There 1= no difference of sentuneut as to the propneiy of the pre-
sent enactments 3 therr scthicieney sx alone debated @ but the
prineiple atsell s never found fanlt with. . W hen speculation rans
1iting among meny it inevitably Lrings rum wih i, and the
rasimess of specmators must be blamed, not the kaw, innocent
both of the errors of men and the misfortunes of trude.

A proper examination of faets will soon <hew that the momen-
tary 1)l 1s far counterbalaneed by the permanent wood produced,
aml that it is easy to biing a remedy where it may be wanted.
It isnot just to tuke 2 transitory evil, caused by errcunstauces, for
the punciple stacll, bor tu attenipt o cure the futiner by destroy -
ing the latter, or by even cinbiarassing its jur experience proves
1t to be oue of the mo<t powerful instrutnents of credst and asso-
ciation, masmuch as by it small caputals are attracted towards
industry and commerce, to find in them a means of increase,
thereby advancing “the greater good of the greater number.”

8th Octobor, 1845, Jeax Barriste.
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THE POST.OFFICE DFPARTMENT IN BRITISH NORTH
AMERICA,

[ Txtract from the Report of the Commissioners.)
—

The Post-Office Department 1 Brtish North Amieriea is marked by
b two seading defects i sts constimaon: the want of umfornuty in the
principles upon which 1t ik conducted by two Beputy PosteMasters Ge-
netal of co-ordinate and independ. 1 awhonity ; and the absence of nnt
only responsibility to he Executine or Representatine authortuies in the
colonics, but of all real respunsibu. 3 1o the Head of the Department 1n
EFnaland.

In proof of the first of ihese propositions we have only to refer to onr
statement of the incongruous practices prevoiling i Canada and the
Lower Provinces.

T'he comnunssions and instructions under which the Deputy Post-Mas.
ters General act, do not recognize the existence of any jocal authonty to
whom they are to report their procecdings, or from whom they are to re-
cewve directions.  In those documents the Deputy Post-Masters General
are regarded as the mere Agents of the General Post-Uflice, to which all
their reports arc to be sent, and from whenee all orders emanate.  fn
certain exceptional caces, such as the late troubles in the Canadng, the
Deputy Post-Master General may have been directed to place humeelf for
specified purposes under the orders of 2 Provincial FExecauve. Ui late
years, also, the rule by which ke was furbidden to communicate informa-
tion on the state of the Deprrinient to commuttees of the severnl Legisia-
tures, has been relaxed or reseinded.  QOccasionally we have seen that
under some peculiar circumstances an Executive or a House of Assembly
has influenced 10 a certan extent the neuon of the Post-Office. In Nova
Scotin, where tlusinfluence has most prevailed, although, from a variety
of causes 1t onerated very anamalously, 1t cannot be demed that it had
the efiect at least of puttmg the department on a betier footing and ren-
denag it niote popular than i New Brunswich ; where, thouyh under
the <amie adunnmstration, this sort of influence has been hnt hittle felt.  Of
tite Provinces of Briush: North America 1t may be observed generally,
that 10 pracuce there has licen somewhat more ntercourse between the
Executive and the Pust-Office anthonties than the theory weuld suggest ;
but it has always been of an rregalar and unvausfactory character.

‘The respunailility to the Head of the Depariment 1 England, how-
ever complete i theory, an practice is Little vetter than nommal.  ‘T'he
ordinary proceedings of the Provingial Post-Oftice are almost unknown
to the Post-Ma er Genernl, and upon gquestions of graver imporiance and
more unusual character the decision of the Impenial autbonities must be
muanty nfluenced by the report of the Deputy Post Master General, cven
though they affect huis own pecuminry mterest, the extent of the busmess
of hus office, or the manner in which he executes his funcuons.

All applications and complaints are addressed to the Deputy Post-
Masier General, and an the majority of cases finally determined by him,
Whenever an appeal 13 made from s deeision, the Post-Master General
13 placed by distance and untoward circumstances 3n a false and embar-
rassing postion.  He has no officer whom he <an send to wnvestigate the
circumsiances on the spot, 10r any pdepeadent means of inquinng nto
Jisputed facts or alleged grievances, There is evidence that in this re-
speet the condition of the Department has not been considered sansfac-
tory, in the fact that since the appointment of this Commission, the Pos:-
Master General has thought fit, on more than one occasion, to refer to us
for our report on recommendations sent to lis Lordshir, by the Deputy
Post-Master General.
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A department constituted in the manner we have desenibed could
scarcely have escaped unpopularny.  Power, however purely exeraised, r*
subjected to no popular control and but hule check of any kind, will al-
ways be lable to suspicion.  Concealmeut creater jealousy and distrust.
But if 10 this we add the fact that fiomn some of tiie colones, the Canadas
cspecially, a large rurplus resenue has been anveally remutted to Lng-
land, the public dissatisfaciion will appear natoral enough, even thengh
the expedieney of the measurbs we are about to recommend should not be
adnitied.

1t hay been already stated that in the year 1834 a Bili was prepared in
England, under the direction of the Post- Master General, for the purpose
of remodeding the Post-Oflice in these colonies.  Amongst ather provi-
stons contaned i that mcasare, it was proposed to form the whole of
Briush North Amenea into ouc charge 3 and the surplus revenue, mstead
of being renntted 10 England, was to have been distnibuted in certan pro-
portions anongst the several provinees.  Had ot passed into 2 law, the
etfect of that mensure would ave Leett to tetnove sote, but not all, tue
defects of thie present system. But at was preparcd unfortunarely wath a
view 1o 1ts hong subautted for cnactment to cach of the Colomal Lemis-
lainies, an crror sufficient i ateelf to have rendered the suceess of the
project alwost anpossible.  There was an admitied necessaity tor unifor-
wity i the leading features of the systein, asx wiil ag i us relations with
the several provinees as with the other parts of the cinpire : but 1t was too
n.uch to expect that all those independent, not to say contheting Legislas
tures, cach more or less 1gnorant of the subject, and some influerced by
no fnendly spint, would have agreed upon all the details of a very com-
phcated plan.  When colonies begin to legisiate. one of therr first im-
puises is to make even an unuecessary display of independence by acung
to the full exteat of theor powers; and we have scen accordingly that 1a
every proviaice where the subject was tahenr up at all, 1the Parhament
cvinced a strong desite for an independent Post-Office ; overloohing, i
their love of selt-assertion, all the obstructions, ncongrutics, and cxtra-
vagance which must necessanly be produced by a contlict of many Pro-
vincial Departmenrs, each haung separate offieers, accounts, contracts,
rates, nnd regulations of its own.  The result of this attempt has already
been desenbed - it fmled~completely,

But even if 1t had succeeded, the proposed measure calculated to afford
only an incomplete remedy for existing defecis, nlulst on the other hand
it would have sntroduced difliculues froin which the present systewn s




