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the varied portfolios of office. In addition there is a Conseil &’ Ltat, intro-
duced by Napoleon I, and still existing, whose functions are consultative
only.

The republic of Mexieo comprises the richest and most varied zone in
the world. The area ix abous half the size of European Russia, aund the
population about half that of England. It is divided into 27 States, two
territories, and the federalty of Mexico—in all 30 political provinces. The
Government has the usual threefold basis—President, clected for eight
years, a Senate of G0 members, and a House of Representatives, clected
by universal suffrage. Each State clects two members to the Senate, and,
as in the TUnited States, has antonomous local government. Al sects are
tolerated in Mexico, and none is aided by the republic or allowed to acquire
land. DPrimary education is provided, and is compulsory ; there are 10,000
schools.

Since 1859 the long, irregular isthmus connecting North and South
America, and formerly constituting the Spanish colony or kingdom of
Guatemala, has been divided into five indepencent republics, of which three
—Costa Rieca, Nicaraguz, and Salvador—are governed in the normal man-
ner, by a President, an Upper House and Lower House ; while the other
two States, Guatemala and Honduras, present the anomalous régime of a
President and Congress only.

The republic of Colombia, formerly known as the United States of
New Granada, is chiefly noteworthy as being intersected by the ill-fated
Panama Canal, the dearest ditch ever delved. The governing body consists
of three orders—a President, clected for six years, a Senate of 27 mem-
bers, and a House of Representatives of 66 membars.

Venczuela has a similar constitution ; but Ecuador ean hardly be said
to be gaverned, as civil wars and revelutions are almost always in progress.
Even its area is uncertain, as there are chronie boundary disputes between
Ecuador and Peru : but the size is about equal to that of the United King-
dom of England and Scotland. It contains the highest peaks in the Andes
chain and the sources of the Amazon.

Brazil.—XNcatly four years ago the bloodless revolution which drove
the gentle, learned, and invertebrate Emperor Dom Pedro IIL from his
threne removed the last crowned monareh from the Americas, which now,
with the exception of Canada aud certain West India islands owning a cer-
tain measure of suzerainty te European powers, arc under republican
sway. Under the new régime Brazil is divided into immeuse provinces
with few common interests, and scparated by undeveloped regions. These
provinces are cach governed by a pravincial assemlly, and the several
assemblies unite to elect a Chamber of Deputies, or Constituent Assem-
bly, which has at its head a Iresident clerted for four years.

Ever since the old emperor was dethroned, Brazil has been in a seething
state of disaffection and incipient revolt, due gencrally to the dosire of the
southern provinces to establish their independence. Just now this has




