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the varied portfolios of office. In addition there is a Conseil d'État, intro-
duced by Napolenn L., aitJ stili existing, whose functions are consultative
only.

Thî euli of Me.'iei, comprises the riclîest and Mnost varied zone in
the îvorld. The area is about lhall the size of Europjean Russia, and the
population about hiaif that of Bngiand. It is divided into !2î States, two
territories, 81ud the federaity of -Mexico-in ail :30 political provinces. The
G-xoveriuiiît lias the uisuia threefold basis-T'resident, elected for eight
vears, a Senate of 60 ineinhers, and a flouse of Repri-sentatives, elected
Isy tiniversal Qsuffrage. B:îeh State elects two members to the Se.natc, and,
as in tle *United States, lias ýaut:onoi-nous local govcrninent. AIl sects are
tolerateil in Mexico, and none is aided kv the republie or allowed to acquire
]and. Prinmary edlucation is provided, aînd is compuisory ; there are 10,000
sehiols.

Sincc, 1859 the iori±, irreg.tiiar istliiînus connecting 'North and South
America. andl fornuerlv constituting the Spanisli eolony or kingdom of
Guatemala, lias 1,eeîî dividcrl into five indepenýent replibiics, of which thrce
-Cosqta Rira, icruanau Salvadlor-are governed iii the normal man-
lier, bv a 1rcsidcnt, an Uppeir Ilouse and Lowcr Bouse ; whlîe the other
two Statces-, Guatemiala and I-ondutras-, prusent the ancimalous régime of a
Presiîdent and Congress only.

The republic of Coloilcia, forîuierly known asq the 'United States of
Ncew Giraiada. is chiefiv xntewortlîy as being intersected by flhc ill-fatedl
Panamia Canal, the deurcil ditch ever dclvcdl. The governing body consists
of three ordr-a.- Presidcnt, elected for six vears,. a S.'enate of 27 mcm-
biers, and a Blouse of Rep)resentativeq tif 66 iembers.

Venezuela bas a similar constitution - but Ecuador can hardlv hco said
Io bc gar'crncl, as civil %var-, aud rcvoluticins are alinost alwavs iii prcigrcss.
Even its arca is unccrtair 1 as there are crc.nir bncunilarv disputes, betwceen
Eruador aud Perti - but flic size h; abaout equal tao tiate tif the. l7nitedl King-
dom of ngndand Sentland1. It -eccutaiins the liit paks ili the Andes

chain anud the enurccs of the. Amiazmi.
.BraziL.-Nea-rlv four vars agil thic ldoowless revolution whlui drove

the gentie, learned, aud inverte.rate* Euperrnr i)oîi>er H. froin his
throne removcd the last c-rowned monmarclh fr-mi ilie Aneriwas, wvhich now,
witlî the exception rif Canada aud certain W\est Iiidia islands -nwiuýg a cer-
tain ne-asure of suzeraintv to European powcrs.e; are iinder republican
sway. Under the new 'C. qimne Bbrazil is divided iutoa immiieuse province.%
wvith few~ cominon iiuteret., and separated by uindevclnpcd rcgions. These
provinces are cach governe-d by a prnvincial asscmly, aud the several
assemblies unite te clect a Chamber ti1 I)cputies, or c-'onstituent Assem-
bly, wvhich lias at its lîead a Presidcuitvlerted for four vears.

Ever since the old eniperor w.L- dethroned, Brazil bas been in a -«wthing
state of disaffection and inripient revoit, duc generallv ta the dosire of the
Foutheru provinces tri eetablishi their independenre. Just now this ha,%

1894.]


