
lN>. ITTE PAITIT ELEMENT IN 'MISSIONS.

lid4oîîî1î) ta do0 a wVorkI whichi is only sufflelenit for or .AI] tliis indclites
1it tcu> elentrly tlit the -' Shiepherd andi Bishiop of sotils'' is noV havingr sole
tdtI'.Il of the dioese of the %vorld. Wluit humiliatio.n and prayer to
(loti tlis, unliappy state of things calis for ! Certainly, if the Saviour bids
lis prî'jiy tiiut the Lord will thriist forth laborers, I1k binds Huîinsef by tilis
Vit'y liijwnction to send laborers and to place themn wlhere lie eold ],ave

flko theni is a large demand for faith ; not only in ashinfr, but equally
lit frOOlviIig. The same Seripture wli;cli enjoins lis to îk rcveals the
A911101nded Lord ns bestowing. "Wlien 11e :iseended on highlî . lie gave
8101 ne îîoitles, nnd sonme evangelists, and Fâne pistors, andit Soîne teaicllrs.''
litit wvhii a fine spiritual discernment iV requires to recognize Ris gifts whien
Ilo Illi gett thecm 1 Natuiral sagacity and business prudence are not suffi-
olî'îit liere. " Man looketh on the outw.ud appearance, lait the Lord look-
ptIl ou taheaert." It requires a very discriminatingy faith to rend the
Jlullî neredentials of applicants for service. WVe hiave ofte1 thoulit thlat
ti' Iltory of rejected missionary candidates wvould miake a nioRt intewesting
lîîîok -, niot ess initeresting thian the history of rejected mantiscripts, out of
gîîill Of whichi suei literary fortunes bave been mnade. A "nrbesetre-
t:îry opuiîe.d titis subjeet nlgt. t a recent conference, tonching on it just
millliIiitty to remnind lis that saine of the inost cininent and sticcessf ul
lîitu,îri- on the foreignt field were at the outset refusedl a coînmi.-sion by thecir
lionrds. It is a Iiistorical fact thiat William Milne was denied an appoint-
iliî'îit lis il inissionary, and wvas sent ont to China offly as a servant to Dr.
Murisoni, asking that hie iniglit be a hiewer of wvood and a d1rawer of wvater,
If offly lie could reaeh bis longed-for field. And yet MiIie, fromn being a
N'ttvîiît., hecame sitch a înaster-îniissionary that hiistory speaks of hini as
<t1lîîî î'xueltent mai, %whose talents %vere surprising, %vliose labors were mrýes-

xiait, %whinge %vhiole life was devoted to bis Saviauir." We coafl mention
msV(Irot îisg:ionaries of the very first rank in our day wvhose experience bas
bu'î'iî miilnr--ejcted once, twice, or thrice hefore gcttîngr their appoint-
îiiîti. 'Nowhiere is the discernment of an enlighltened faith more demianded
tliîîii ini the examination of candidates. The prayer, " Lard, qend forth
Iitlior' ltt Thy vineyaîd, " needs to, bc stipplementedl by another : " Thouî,
Loril, w1iclh knowest, the hearts of ail mon, show uis wvhich of these Thon
liîîst eingon," In this important decision there is great danger that the
pliyiitltu's certificate Inay outweigli the Master's rdetaand tlie co1lege
ilIpliiîuii olutrank the Spirit's eau.' Experience proves t1int the dIecisive

uîuUustln not to be found in cultuire or in the absence of culture ; iii
phiymI"nI hltt or the absence of physical hecalth ; in grreat natitral talents
oir lit tluî% abgenlc of great natural talents. Probably te truiest, criterinn is
Ili thin ileqp, serions, unshaken conviction of a Divine cail in the heart <'f
tutu, viaitlidlatu blînseif. With sinclî conviction te înast peosc.g
11H111illiîtg have often proved mnighty under God as inissionaries af thce.as
%vltiolltt ILt those of tih ges talent and culture bave provcd a failure.
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