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by him bearing his own pre-nomen (James), who survives to-day after
having for thirty years been a preacher of the Gospel to his own people,
his name in full being James Unipon. A very pertinent question will sug-
gest itself here—viz., What real benefits have resulted from the various
efforts, personal and systematized, among this degraded people ¢

The writer remembers one of the most remarkable revivals which com-
menced on the Murray River at about the time of Mr. Reid’s ministry and
James Unipou’s conversion.

There seemed to be no discoverable cause, such as special services, for
this awakening, which spread through the camps, influencing chiefly the
young. The old heathen fathers were intensely hostile, and threatencd to
kil! any who became Christians. The young men were so stirred that
they could not sleep, and were to be heard during the night praying in sup-
pressed tones under their blankets.

They were wont to assemble at a godly settler’s house for prayer-meet-
ings, and his testimuony to the poverty of their own vocabulary was this :
that when they tried to address the mercy seat in their own tongue, it was
so ludicvous as to cause laughter. They had no fitting words, and were
obliged to fall back upon ‘ pigeon English’’ to carry on their meetings.
One remarkable fact connected with this movement was that they saw
visions ; and it has occurred to the writer that possibly in many cases the
unsophisticated heathen may have had Divine facts made patent to them in
this way.

James Unipon manifested a change of character which was typical of
the work at that tiine. IIe was hostler at a bush hotel, and was accus-
tomed to spend his earnings in drink. e became rigidly abstemious, and
devoted his earnings to secure comforts for his decrepid heathen father.
His call to his work was narrated by him in the following terms : He was
wont to sleep in the bar-parlor on a sofa. He had laid down and was
about to fall asleep when he saw the room fill with his heathen companions,
and there came a voice to him which said : ¢ Who will go and tell them
of Jesus 2 1lis response was : ‘1 will, Lord.” He became a pupil of
Mr. Reid’s, and ultimately a preacher among his people. The latest tid-
ings which I have of him are, ¢ James Unipon is still living and a mem-
ber of the Church ; his son is a deacon of the Church, and plays the organ
very well.”  The convictions of sin at the time of this gracious visitation
were very intense ; they could not rest under them ; and when at length
they found peace in believing, they literally danced for joy.

Many unpaid and privato workers have devoted a large amount of time
to the evangelization of this race, and among the most successful of them
was Mrs. James Smith, of Gambiertown. She has embodied her knowl-
cdge of the natives of her own district in a small but interesting volume
which was published at the expense of the government of South Australia.
The second part of her narrative she devotes to the question of * the capa-
bility of the aborigines for evangelizing and civilizing,'” and she gives sev-




